Annual Parish Report for 2006

Senior Warden’s Report, 200&Kevin McGillicuddy

St. Matthew’s began 2006 with a new Mission Stateid o know Christ, grow in Christ, and share
Christ’s love.” We end 2006 with a commitment hg Vestry to begin a capital campaign in 2007 that
will be called “Building on Our Sure Foundation&lthough bricks and mortar issues (which dominated
my attention during 2006) may seem superficiallytochave much to do with our Mission Statement, |
think they have much to do with each other. Ouilities must be comfortable, well managed and safe
for our members and for visitors to our campusefave to carry out our Mission, which only statttha
corner of Steck and Mesa. Our Sanctuary lightasges have been resolved and HVAC units have been
replaced, both of which have improved comfort lewlring worship and during events that bring the
community into our facilities. Outside lightingsalso been improved, which improves safety oball
our campus after dark. The new systems are alse emergy efficient — this will ease the impacoaf
activities on our environment, as well as saveM&itthew’s money in the long term. New curb cuts in
the Steck parking lot designed to improve access aiso added in 2006. All of these relate to our
Stewardship of what we have been given, allowintpusetter serve those within and outside of our
walls.

We have much more to do during 2007. We shoulddbe to begin construction on a new extension to
the Education Building, which will lead to a newth Center and improved space for the 200 children
who attend the Day School. This will benefit nadtjithe Children and Youth of St. Matthew’s and the
Day School, but others, such as those who comeauntoampus for Convocational and Diocesan events,
Interfaith Hospitality Network families who are ogwests for a time, and so forth. If the supp®rt i
present during our capital campaign, we may alsalbe to improve our lighting and sound systems in
Huffman Hall and to make improvements to otherlfiaes such as our Bride’s Room, Cry Room, and the
space that is used by our Altar Guild and Floweilld3o prepare for services (an item that shoubdeha
been included in our Feasibility Study Survey baswverlooked), as well as many other improvements.

As | have stated on other occasions, while my petisimcus this year has been on facilities issueh as
these, others on your Vestry have been hard at motkis and other aspects of our Mission Statement
For example, our work on facilities issues has lgreatly advanced by the work of our Buildings and
Grounds Commission. Our Service and Outreach Ceagiari has done an outstanding job this year
reaching out to near and far communities and iddi@is. Our Finance Commission has been quietly at
work helping to manage the “business” of St. Maitlseby overseeing the accuracy and integrity of our
books. Our Communications Commission has dond grek keeping our Members and others in the
community informed of happenings at St. MatthewAsd last, but certainly not least, our Stewardship
Commission has continued their good work on fosteyear-round Stewardship at St. Matthew’s. Good
stewardship of all that we have been entrusted iwjtand should be, the starting point for carryouig

our Mission, “To know Christ, grow in Christ, anidege Christ’s love.”

Junior Warden’s Report — Babs Clendenin
First, | want to thank the Vestry for allowing ntegerve as Junior Warden for a second year.

Secondly, I would like to thank Merrill for his pance with my volatile nature when | passionately
fought for what | considered right and just for Batthew's church and communicants.

Thirdly, serving with Kevin McGillicuddy as Senidarden was a pleasure. His quick wit and calming
demeanor proved invaluable in times of decisioningknd important actions.



Although several people were involved, Larry Simoregde my wish and the wish of many others come
true when he assured me we would see our lovege'"vandow" in lights Thanks Larry.

Now for another challenge. Can we do what Catiifiks we can do? Can we make St. Matthew's the
biggest and the best? | vote "yes" because | fatrein you the people of St. Matt's and in God's.

Vestry Councils and Commissions

Building and Grounds Commission Michael McCollum, Chair

In 2006, new HVAC units and lighting were instaliadhe sanctuary. Austin Energy provided an energy
audit for the main buildings and made recommendatimcluding these and others, that will save St.
Matthew’s money through better efficiencies. Aopity list of Building and Grounds improvements was
developed and presented to the Vestry for condidera

e Sanctuary HVAC replacement

e Sanctuary lighting replacement

» Basement HVAC replacement

e Sanctuary roof replacement

* Sanctuary carpet replacement

* Youth center

» Capital Fund reserve to purchase and install pigaro

» Site drainage improvements

» Landscape Master Plan completion with irrigatiopaies and upgrades

In conjunction with the Day School, conceptual 8img and financial plans have begun for a new
addition for the school to include a second leeelthie youth. A separate committee has been fotmed
manage this process and includes Michael McColDavjd Barrow, Kevin McGillicuddy, Dave
Bowman, Chuck Naeve, with Day School representatRem Littlefield, Eileen Cole, Phil Rainey, and
Russell Barnett.

The commission is maintaining the Master Plan, Elasandscape Plan, Master Landscape Lighting
Plan, as well as a Master Work Plan. The Comnsisas, and will be, assisted by church volunteeds a
Dave Bowman, the Business Manager. The Commisggcomes new members to help take care of the
church buildings and grounds.

2006 Commission members are David Barrow, Tom CaBbips Clendenin, Jim Dettmann, Mary Nell
Frucella, Kevin McGillicuddy, Chuck Naeve, John en, David Price, Clive Smith, Marty Robbins,
Amy Novak, Anna Morales, and Bob Yeargain.

Communications Commission Steve Ryder, Chair

We communicate with the worlda www.StMattsAustin.otgas well afddvertising inSBC Yellow
Pages, the Religion Referral section of the Sajufdestin American Statesmand the annual UDaily
Texanback to school edition. Our most frequent comnfiemh visitors is that they “found us” on the
web.

We communicate with our members waw.StMattsAustin.orgheSt. Matt’'s Email Servigghe Weekly
Word and the Monthly Word.

Special thanks go to Betty Mitchell and Barbara fsyin the office who do the Weekly and Monthly
Word. Thanks also to Jeri Muhich who is a masteliscovering the undiscoverable as well as editing
for web presentation. Jeri also produces the weskiail. Thanks to David Hogan who makes the



Weekly Word updates to the web site and John Bimthel records and uploads the sermon each Sunday.
I am the one who posts the edited information fd@m on the web as your faithful web servant.

Outreach Commission— Vickie Blumhagen, Chair

The Outreach Commission has been busy sharingtGHage! Parishioners have been active year round
in the following ministries: Kairos, Habitat for rhanity, El Buen Samaritano, Safe Place, West Austin
Caregivers, Casa Marianella, Capital Area Food BRolkindation for the Homeless, Interfaith

Hospitality Network, Caritas, St. James' Episcapaiool, Care for the Caregiver, and The Religious
Coalition to Assist the Homeless. The Commissi@o alccepted five new ministries: Women's
Storybook Project, Hope House, Samaritan Counsélerger, Hope Chest, and Capital Idea. Good Faith
Fund, headed by Pat Yeargain, worked tirelesshetp families with rent and utility assistance. @ath
continues to support The Episcopal Seminary oSibethwest, General Seminary, Eric Liles who attends
Virginia Theological Seminary, and The Diocese afriitalan.

There were special projects throughout the yeadicaémission to Honduras; Heifer Project during
Lent; Habitat Episcopal Build in April; collectir®y117 pounds of food for the Caritas Faith Food/®ri
in May; hosting IHN guests in the summer and Deanmiroviding fifty baskets to EI Buen Samaritano
for their Turkey Basket Drive; Alternative Gifts Mat and Angel Tree Prison Ministry during Advent;
collecting coats and blankets for the homelesauimorhe Keep Austin Housed project; Bibles for the
graduating kindergarten class of St. Matthew's Balyool. The Outreach Commission has continued
their support for Hurricane Katrina recovery by ingvtwo mission trips to New Orleans through the
Diocese of Louisiana, one in June and one in Deeembsecond trip to St. John's Episcopal Church in
Silsbee, Texas was taken in January to continyewaigh relief from Hurricane Rita.

Two of our goals this year were communication arwbantability. The Commission designed and
distributed a brochure outlining all of the miniss (including the Millennium Development Goalsfan
decided to have a budget subcommittee to desiduadis and discern which ministries had active
participation. Many thanks to all the amazing merslwé the Outreach Commission for all their hard
work, enthusiasm and support! Thank you to Estracia for her friendship and being our Chair-Elect
for 2007, to Jack Robertson for his accounting ettence, and Susan Robertson who was always there
when we needed her! Thank you St. Matthew's menibeenabling the healing power of God's love to
be shared with those in need.

Newcomers Council —Thilde Smith and Glenda Monroe 2006 Co-Chairs

The Newcomers Council has been in existence faabsy The purpose of the Newcomers Council is to
welcome visitors and new members to St. Matthewd;ta provide them with information on the many
councils, ministries and yearly events at St. Maitls.

We had two “Parish Get Acquainted Lunches” in 20@Bere we enjoyed great fellowship, wonderful
food and introduced the newest members to the 8tthiews family. We also hosted two “New Members
Dessert Parties” at the home of Crystal and MéWeide. These parties are wonderful opportunities fo
fellowship in a comfortable setting. New memberstgeneet one another, Merrill and Crystal and
members of the council. Here new members tell ust Wwhought them to St. Matthews and what they may
be looking for in a church, ministry, council. Wepe that both of these functions will continudéo
traditions for many years to come.

For visitors to St. Matthews we provide “Coffee &ahversation” (C & C.) C & C meets the first
Sunday of every other month in the Brides Roonr dlte 10:30 service. C & C provides visitors wai
opportunity to ask questions about St. Matthewbkugeabout what they are looking for in a church ...
and for council members to listen, get ideas amttess visitors’ thoughts and concerns.



The Council would like to thank all members of toagregation who have brought visitors to the
Welcome Table after the service to get their gaigdfull of wonderful gifts and information on St.
Matthews. This year Jeri Muhich updated the infdiveavideo and we converted it from the old VHS
format to DVD.

This year (2006) Glenda and | co-chaired the cduliavas wonderful to have her support, help aral t
division of responsibilities. Next year (2007), @d&a will be stepping down as co-chair, however, she
reassured me that she is not leaving the council.

This council would not be possible without its werfdil members, parish volunteers and the outstandin
office staff — Betty Mitchell and Barbara Haynesvduld also like to thank Jose Prado for all hesdiog
us. Thank you all so much for everything you do.

Stewardship CommissionKathy Vail, Chair

Being a good steward is one of the commands thaieweaive from God. Being a good steward basically
means that we are to be good managers of allglattrusted to us, our lives, our families, our eygn

and our world. The Stewardship Commission is #&&ry commission responsible for the fall pledging
campaign and providing stewardship training todtwegregation. This year we continued with the same
plan as last year, making the fall campaign shamersimpler than in previous years. At the tirhthis
writing, pledges have decreased from last yeam 264 to 269. Of the 269 pledges received sdlare
were 50 pledging for the first time, 93 maintainthgir pledge, and 78 increasing their pledgesety-
nine people who pledged last year, have not tuim@tedge cards for 2007. The total amount pledged
has decreased from $1,002,404 to $933,791. Weipantt receiving new pledges through January and
February.

Endowment Committee —Bert Hooper, Chair

The ten-member Endowment Committee oversees tlestiment of the funds in St. Matthew’s four
endowments: (1) the Permanent Endowment (a mulpgae endowment); (2) the Outreach Endowment
(primarily community outreach); (3) the Carl Barldyaffman Scholarship Fund (scholarship assistance
at ETSS); and (4) the Youth Endowment (St. Mattlseyguth program).

The total value of all endowments grew from appmatiely $169,500 as of January 1, 2006, to
approximately $197,700 (16.65%) through November2B06. Items that increased the total value were
Gifts $24,800, Net Capital Gains $12,600 and Dinitte+ Interest $6,500. The Committee distributed
$3,500 of 2005 earnings. Total 2006 income né¢e$ was $17,700 or 10.42% of the beginning
balance. Please consider including the St. Matth®ermanent Endowment in your estate plans. You
thereby provide long-term support to the Church laecbme eligible for membership in the St.
Matthew's Legacy Society.

Staff Reports

Music Department— Jim Henderson and Jean Farris Fuller

Jim Henderson, Acting Director of Music, and Jearrig Fuller, Organist, began their new music
ministry together December 3, 2006, Advent |. Phevious Director of Music/Organist, Tim Smith, our
friend and colleague, began his new job at Goog!sérel Episcopal Church, Corpus Christi, Texas the
same day. He passed his blessing on to us ahe twetv Music Ministry of St. Matthews.

We offer our talents to you and ask for your suppod prayers as we support the church with psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs for all programs andiseswof the church. St. Matthew’s music prograith w
continue to grow, not only in northwest Austin, buthe greater community.



St. Matthew’s Senior Activity Center — Lucy A. Boyea, Minister of Senior Activities

St. Matthew's Senior Activity Center is now in 1t3th year. It is open five half days per week afidre
a variety of activities which include monthly speekfollowed by "pot luck” lunches, quarterly ogf$n
for "Lunch at Luby's" and four seasonal partiesg@ng activities include physical fithess programs,
bridge, an art class and Armchair Travel. SAC @higls a bi-monthly newsletter, which is made
available to all members of the parish 55 yearsgef and older.

Non-St. Matthew's members of SAC receive the nateslas well, and it is also available through $ite
Matthew's websitevww.StMattsAustin.org One-third of SAC's members are also membegt.of
Matthew's; the rest are from the community at large include other faith groups. Young At Heart, a
program for members of St. Matthew's age 50 andrpld sponsored by SAC. Meetings are held on the
first Friday of each month from January through May September through December in conjunction
with SAC's "First Friday" speaker series. SAC aponsors monthly defensive driving class,"55 Aljve"
and a monthly Alzheimer care-giver support group

The Senior Activity Center owes a debt of gratittml@s many dedicated volunteers, some of whom are
included in this report; Dee Boswell, who keeps lnathday list up-dated; Barbara Haynes, who cieate
our signs; Liz Johnson and Gerri Williams, who lead Art Class; Miriam Margulis, our Seniorcise
leader (and her supportive husband, Martin); Jividan, who creates our new member badges; Clint
Norton, who keeps our Bridge Group on track; R.BoMpson, who leads T'ai Chi Chih; Nancy Tuck,
who reproduces our newsletter; and Anne Yale, SACGtshen Angel". | have highlighted certain
members but there are countless others who helppsend clean up after parties and luncheons, make
coffee, etc. SAC's newsletter has a "Kudo's Coluwimth recognizes a volunteer or volunteers each
month.

Children’s Ministry

2006 has been a year of transition and growth fold@n’s Ministry at St. Matthew’s. In May we dai
“Good-bye” to our dear Barbara Pitts. Barbara $exded as Director of Religious Education for
Children and Youth for the past four years. Wenkhlaer for the love, knowledge and devotion she
shared with our children.

We began a new Chapel Service during the 10:30himeervice each Sunday. Thanks to the efforts of
our team of volunteers, the service was an insiantess and now serves between 35 and 45 children
each week. Through carefully chosen words, muasiity readings and activities, our Episcopal hegsta
and the rhythm of our liturgy come to life in thartds and hearts of our children. "Lap Sitters"adwneays
welcome with a parent, however the service is getréhe needs of children ages three years through
fifth grade. In fact this service may offer a nateange of pace for "children of God" of any agerfr®to

93 on any given Sunday!

Our Children’s Sunday School program offers chifdiram 3 years through™graders an opportunity to
interact with the scriptures, build friendshipsyelep a sense of what it means to be “Episcopaliauul
more importantly, “Christian,” and most importandif/all, to discover and nurture a relationshiphwit
God, and our Savior, Jesus Christ. The curricuumritten “in house” to meet the needs of our d®in
Matthew’s children and follows the liturgical seaso The curriculum is interactive and child ceatker
Classes are taught by a dedicated team of volusees commit to working 6 — 8 weeks at a time.e W
are so grateful to them, and to Clarissa Vazquép, ehairs the Children’s Council.

A long-time friend and teacher of St. Matthew’sldren, Kathy Dugat has generously filled in as Agti
Children’s Ministry Coordinator during this time wansition.



St. Matthew's Episcopal Day School Pam Littlefield, Director

St. Matthew's Episcopal School is an accreditedaictor children ages two years through kindergarte
Founded in 1979, St. Matthew's School operates stutpiough May each year and is currently serving
200 students. Our well-qualified staff presentlyntners 31, which includes a Director, Office Manager
Office Assistant, 15 classroom teachers, 13 asdsstand 3 teachers that offer extra-curricular
opportunities. The thirteen-member School Boambimposed of the Rector of St. Matthew's Church, the
School Director, and members of St. Matthew's Egat Church and parents of children attending the
school.

The program at St. Matthew's School is designgadmote the child's total development: physical,
mental, social, emotional, and spiritual. Our interto encourage in each child a love of God agnav
God in Jesus Christ, a positive view of self, aueaself-expression, an attitude of cooperation and
sharing, and an expanding knowledge of the worldhich we live.

St. Matthew's Episcopal Day School continues tbtfeeunending support of St. Matthew's Church. We
are all looking forward to working with the churichconstructing a Youth Center Building this coming
year.

Office Volunteer Ministry by Barbara Haynes, Administrative Assistant

The Office Volunteers are an intricate part of mhiaistry of St. Matthew's. They all give of theime

and their talents to help me and other staff membet our work done. Karen Baker is faithful to eom
every Tuesday to cover the front desk while weirmigaff meeting. Rita Eccles on Thursdays takes th
Good Faith calls and updates the Book of Life (ChuRegistry). Marge Marshall comes every Friday to
collate the Weekly Word. And then there are thealhvolunteers who come when | take a vacation, or
have a family emergency. They just say yes. TheyBaibs Clendenin, Diane Sparks, DeDee Norman,
Avery Goodgame and again Karen and Rita. Thers@aeial project volunteers, too. Liz O'Quin gave
several hours to clean the supply room: what atlgift was to the office! There are the ladies whaadr
special projects, such as Stewardship mailingsy Ti@ude Anna Dodge, B. J. Drenkhahn, Carol Stolz,
Doris Dixon, Phaedra Kline, Jo Ann Cage, Tommyet&er Jane Bray--just to name a few. You are all
loved and appreciated. If you are feeling a cathte ministry, please give me a call at 345-8314.

Office Of Youth Ministry Rebeka Rainwater, Team Leader

In the year 2006, the youth group made a transitideadership as well as in the youth program.
Groundwork was laid for the Sunday School curriouyli~3 (Ministry, Mission, and ME), and a goal
was also set to prepare our youth for Mission Tripige youth participated in a variety of prograimett
reflect the mission of this church- to know Chrggiow in Christ, and to share Christ’s love. Hare a
few examples:

» Libraries of Love- An outreach project to colleadasend books to libraries of impoverished
schools in Uganda.

* ONE- A movement, in coordination with Bread for ¥erld, for an effort to eradicate global
poverty and seek justice by writing letters to Goweent leaders.

» Jr. High Lock-In- A 24 hour gathering involving camnity service, worship, and relationship
building.

» Parish Roundup- A special youth program providetth@iannual parish retreat at Echo Valley,
focused on the Kingdom of God and his will for agministry.

» Sr. High U2charist: A Eucharist service infusednysic of the rock band, U2, in coordination
with the UT Student Center at All Saints’ Episco@alurch.

» ElI Buen Winter Break Outreach- A day of communit§jiding and service at our local outreach
center, El Buen Samaritano.



Thanks to all who have supported and have beentafhe youth team and program. Special thanks to
Rev. Susan Barnes and Rev. Merrill Wade, Kate Whijt8en Wright, Chris O’Quin, Kristi and Jay
Robison, Steven Boon, Matt Abrahamson, Sarah N@etyMuhich, Steve Ryder, all youth parents, and
all those in the office and behind the scenes.

Parish Life Reports

Good Faith Committee— Pat Yeargain, Chair

Thanks to the generosity of the parishioners (d$af. 26, $38,595.32 had been donated), the Good
Faith Fund was able to provide help with rent, mages, and utilities to over 250 families durin@@0
The donations came from designated checks anadse lofferings from the collection plate on thetfir
Sunday of each month. Helping so many familiesldioot have been possible without the help of
Reverend Susan Barnes, Liz O’Quin, Barbara HayRiés,Eccles and the other Good Faith Committee
members: Jim Bennett, Judy Dewitt, Susan FugatdelF Garcia, Clyde Prestwood, Julia Taylor, and
Louise Waddill.

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew — Jim Sparks, Directo

The first St. Matthew’s Brotherhood of St. AndreWwapter was organized in the summer and fall of 2005
and installed on November 5, 2005. Installationffiters included Jim Sparks, director; Bill Smithce
director; Bill Kjellstrand, secretary; Tony Hathepyaéreasurer; and 45 Charter members. The primary
purpose of the Brotherhood is the spread of Claristigdom, especially among men and youth, by
prayer, study and service.

Our Brother Harry Witt died during our first yeand we lost three members who have moved from St.
Matthew’s. With new members being added throughioeityear, we now have 49 Brothers and that
makes us the second largest chapter in the enise@pal Church.

We had monthly breakfast meetings with speakers,sriellowship dinner, hosted the BStA
convocation meeting, monthly Bible studies, workdajpown Home Ranch, hosted the Lenten Dinner
with the DOK, attendees at the Diocesan Brothertavotlal retreat; a delegate to the National
Brotherhood Convention; help host the BStA bootthatDiocesan Convention, participated in the
annual chili cook off at the parish meeting, antiifzejoint Christmas dinner with The Daughtershad t
King. During our annual St. Andrew’s Day Euchavi& installed officers for the year 2007. They are
Jim Sparks, director; Cliff Harrison, vice diregtdohn Bindel, secretary; and Tony Hatheway, tresrs
With our first year behind us, we are anticipatingre opportunities to bring men and youth toge#ter
St. Matthew’s. We have our first retreat schedddedlune '07 at Wessendorf Ranch (between Blanco
and Wimberly) and we hope this will become an aheuant. We want to invite all men of the parish t
join The Brotherhood. It is a wonderful organipatand it brings men and youth together in the lsord
name.

Daughters of the King -Diane Sparks, President

The St. Cecilia Chapter of the Order of the Daughté the King, a religious order for women andsgir
meets monthly for a program or time of meditatiorassist us in furthering our commitment to a dife
prayer, service, and evangelism. Our Prayer hisich is updated weekly, is a vital part of the Idf our
chapter, and we invite parishioners to leave raguaur Prayer Box in the Commons. The Doves of
Christ is our very active and committed Junior Cregs chapter.

In 2006 we welcomed new members Mary Lou HenshamplQMynes, and Janie McMahan and
transfers Lynn Durrenberger and Shelly Stall. Hgitts of the year included a visit from our outiagp
international president Sharon Lundgren; joiningE® co-sponsoring Susan Chernak McElroy, a



nationally known author and speaker; assisting thieéhAlternative Gifts Market as a service projectd

a joint end-of-year dinner with the Brotherhoodsof Andrew. The president and members have attende
the diocesan Spring and Fall Assemblies and Trednour international retreat. Special recognii®m
order for Susan Barnes, our chaplain, Louise Whddil prayer chairman, who also shares her cufinar
talents so generously; Mary-Lynn Polk, our souglalzchairman, who, as immediate past-president, has
unselfishly assisted the president in innumeralagsyand Margaret Carpenter, our decorations clagarm
for our December dinner.

ConneXionsDinner Groups Ministry by Stefani Minnear, Chair

The ConneXions Dinner Groups Ministry continueséoa popular way for members of St. Matthew’s
to get to know each other and enjoy each othengpaay. Twice a year we form groups of 8 to 10
people who meet about once a month in each othemes to enjoy a meal and spend a few hours
together. One couple or an individual is appoiritéetbup Leader" to host the first dinner and to mak
sure all the contact information is correct.

This is the first time | organized the groups, aad grateful to all the group leaders and paréotg for
being patient with the little mistakes | made. lieeKjellstrand, Jeri Muhich and Thilde Smith aliaged
their wisdom and experience with me and taught ave to organize the groups each cycle.

The Community of Hopeby Sharon Lowe

(CoH) provides training and ongoing support for peagtoral care givers rooted in the Benedictine
“vows” or practices ostability, ongoing conversion and obedieffistening for God). Upon completion
of a 14 module training course, the lay volunteiect a place in which to offer pastoral carestBal
Care” is given when a person is “present” in a&ligtg, compassionate, non-controlling manner to an
individual or group for the purpose of conscioustyunconsciously representing God to them and
seeking to respond to their spiritual needs. Mign@ircle of Care meetings offer members opporiesit
for fellowship, worship, debriefing and continuiaducation. At St. Matthew’s, CoH members have
faithfully utilized their pastoral skills in virtllg every ministry of the parish and have launcheahy

new ministries over the last six years, such assthed Faith Fund, Kitchen Angels, Interfaith Hoapiy
Network, Kairos, Care for the Caregiver, AlternatiBifts Market, and the Women’s Storybook Ministry.

During 2006, Bob Ascott and Virginia Hauser faeailéd the monthly Circle of Care meetings and
training was facilitated by Sharon Lowe, Cynthia&n and Anna Dodge. In December we graduated
ten new pastoral caregivers: Anne and Len AlbertSarah Carpenter, Irene Glass, Christine Jognnidi
Bob McCraine, Shirley Meyer, Susan Robertson, AmealRuiz, and Lynn Stiles. Over the next 3
months, they will be completing at least 6 practisgts in the pastoral ministries of their choa®d no
doubt will bring their calm, caring presence to mamnistries within and outside of St. Matthew’s.

Library Committee by Rita Eccles

The library committee has set 2 goals this year:

(1) To get the word out that we have a library ibatseful and available to the congregation. It is
available for small groups to meet there and teviseothough the available books. Meeting timeshzan
scheduled with Barbara Haynes in the church office.

(2) We want to get your input as to books you wdike to have in the library so that they can bared
with others interested in reading. We think oualg@re coming along so that more people are wsidg
enjoying our library.

The Library committee: Anne Albertson, Maddy Berg¥al Bray, Doris Donnell, Rita Eccles and Sarah
Williams will be at work in 2007 to reach our gaoals



Prayer Shawl Ministry Valorie Bray, Chair

The Prayer Shawl Ministry was established by EtaastVilliams in May of 2004. Shawls are knitted or
crocheted with the idea of the recipient being ‘&ed in prayer". This group of approximately 38 ha
mailed or delivered over 375 shawls to countrielaaaway as Pakistan and England or as closeras ou
very own households. Even though the recipiergat always known to us, we offer them with prayer
and love. We welcome anyone who would like to Ipau of this fellowship.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets every Wednesdayingrat 9:30. Please do not hesitate to join us
even if you do not know how to knit or crochet. Wave plenty of wonderful teachers!

Tuesday Night Bible StudyDoris Norton, Chair

Tuesday Night Bible Study is a group of about 45niers of St. Matthew’s who meet

weekly in each other’s homes at 7:30 p.m. to stliffgrent books of the Bible or other devotional
material. Members also share life’s cares and jogsther. Attendance ranges from 20-30 each week.
2006 marked the 31st year in the life of this group

Thursday Noon Bible Study The Rev. Susan Barnes, Chair

Since its inception in 2001 the Thursday noon wamgroup has been known for savoring our study of
texts. So it was that we spent several months arct¥s Borg's thought-provoking book, "The Heart of
Christianity”. Nan Harrison led us through sevevatks' exploration of different spiritual discipis.

At year's end we were studying Huston Smith's "ald's Religions". Join us!

Retirement Home Ministry  Milt Williams, Chair

For the eighth year an Episcopal communion semitie singing of old hymns was held monthly at the
retirement homes, Heartland, Summit, Renaissant®aghton Gardens. Priests Robbie Vickery and
Janna Osborne from St. Michael’s, and Joe DiPdalaWilliams, Chuck Huffman, Jerry Chapman,
Merrill Wade and Susan Barnes from St. Matthewd tba services.

Evening Prayer has been offered once a month ghtm Gardens by Reid Kirchem. With the help of
the Community of Hope ministry, we hope to be dbleffer Evening Prayer or Compline to the other
three Retirement Homes and in addition, a Visitapoogram.

Associate Rector's Report The Rev. Susan Barnes

The year 2006 saw the clergy and people of St.hdatts growing fully into our new mission statement.
The reports here show how faithfully we are embmg¢he commitment "to know Christ, grow in Christ,
and share Christ's love." | give thanks to Gadtfie loving and able leadership shown by the laity
here. Itis a stunning witness.

The ECW has broadened its leadership to includeseptatives of most of the ministries of the churc
and of the generations of women here. As Caralédyturns over the reins we thank her for this
initiative, which has greatly strengthened theatmdiration and hence the effectiveness of all the
ministries. In pastoral care, let me single ewd touples for praise as they turn over the leéduieist
ministries to refocus their efforts on others. r f@ars, Sarah and Milt Williams have faithfullytpu
together and delivered the Baby Bundles for newheratat EI Buen Samaritano. This project will now
be administered by the ECW whose annual Christnodfe€ helps to fund it. The ministry of Lay
Eucharistic Visitors has benefited greatly from ¢ix@erience and sensitivity of Reid and Madelaine
Kirchem. As they continue their gifted pastorahistry to individuals, Judy Bomar takes on the
administration of the LEVs.

In 2006 we celebrated a special chapter in outdifether. The Parish Round-Up, at Echo Valley
Campsite, brought nearly 280 of us together toesbar stories and to recall our collective storylevive



feasted, sang, relaxed and played in the beastftihg of the Texas Hill Country in October. Sipé
thanks to Paul Williams who chaired the weekend,jo Williams, Chuck Huffman, Hink Johnson, and
Tim Smith for the program, to the Holy Smokers vildd and cared for us all weekend, and to the dozen
other lay people whose dedicated work made the disigectacular success.

Rector’s Report— The Rev. Merrill Wade

In July of 20086, | began my"5/ear as the rector of St. Matthew’s. It has been, continues to be, a
privilege to serve with Susan Barnes, a fine layfsand the gifted retired clergy and lay folktbfs
parish. With deep sadness and gratitude, we btiie&ev. George Wilson, a faithful priest whose
presence was so healing and restorative to so ofarg, God bless you, good and faithful servant!

This past year we have experienced some importaifitansitions. Barbara Pitts’ tenure as ourebior
of Religious Education for Children and Youth endedlay. Tim Smith accepted an appointment as
Organist/Choirmaster at Good Shepherd, Corpus Chriate November. Phil Webster has moved on to
Ohio to finish his preparations to become an Egiatpriest. Barbara, Phil and Tim were much loved
and are missed. | wish to thank Kathy Dugat feirgj us excellent leadership for our children’s istiry
and Sunday school activities. We are now bless#dthe presence of Choir Master and pianist Jim
Henderson and organist Jean Fuller as our mugic. tdém, Jean and | are committed to offering
inspirational music week after week and this mtsen promises to be so important to our future! |
wish to thank Rebeka Rainwater, Kate Whitson ama Beight for their ministry with youth since Phil
Webster left. We continue to search for new waysttengthen our Youth Ministry and that will be a
“first priority” for Susan and me in 2007.

Ultimately, there is no way for me to thank all fersons that make this church what it has been and
what it is becoming. | must give a special wordhafnks to Kevin McGillicuddy and Babs Clendenin,
who have served this parish with such faithfulrtegspast year as wardens. | also wish to thekthan
three other vestry members who will rotate off yegar — Reid Kirchem, Jay Robison and Kathy Vail.
Thank you one and all!  Serving at St. Mattheis’an immeasurable privilege!
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