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g/z:s\) | sit here, writing my last article for the Monthly Word as Senior Warden. It is sleeting
/k’ outside, here abit over aweek before Christmas -- a perfect time to be indoors. By the
= time you read this, Christmas will have come and gone; UT will be playing in the Rose

Bowl for the National Championship, and | will be scrambling trying to put together all

! / of the information for the Annual Parish Meeting and Chili Cook-off. I'm planning on
% "3, 1 <$ another PowerPoint extravaganza for my presentation and cannot over-emphasize how
8 # 4 4 important it is for you to come to the Annual Meeting on January 8th. It's not Super

Bowl weekend, the 'Horns will have already played, you'll have already returned those
gifts that weren't right, and you'll have already celebrated the birth of Jesus. In short,

) %% 0 # no excuses for not coming!!!
) S W Are you a new member, and don't know what al of the hub-bub is about? I mean, it's
) % $ 8 , # just a another meeting, right? Wrong! It is a time to hear the "State of the Congrega-
A% S 8 tion", find out what we did in 2005, what ministries we supported, where we expended
D ’ our budget, find out about all the things we did this past year AND what is in store for
- ' # % the coming year. It is the best way to meet other folks, and to have some serious input.

$+ % # E% There will be childcare, so don't worry about that, if that is an issue.

@ MOST importantly, there will be elections to the Vestry, to the Diocesan Council dele-

gation, and to the Endowment Committee. So it is your time to have input into which
people will be your representatives in these things. All in al, the Annua Meeting is a
fun time (watching everyone be silly about their chili), as well as a time to hear about
the real goings on of the church. Also, at the meeting, you can pick up your copy of the
Annual Report, in which various Councils and Vestry Commissions tell about their
year, along with reports from the Clergy and the Wardens.

Looking back, I'd like to thank you all for agreat year. | thank Merrill for asking me to
serve as Senior Warden, and | thank Babs for putting up with both of us!!!
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As we recover from the holiday abundance in our lives, we
can reflect on the abundant needs of new babies. Aware of
these joys and needs, the women of St. Matthew's donated
$1,260 to fund the ECW Baby Basket Project at the Annual -
ECW Advent Coffee -- nearly enough money to fund the
project for half of the year.

& %

#

The ECW Baby Basket Project helps meet some of the
needs of new babies born to families who visit the El Buen
Samaritano Clinic by providing baskets stuffed with diapers,
baby wipes, washcloths, onesies and socks, and other baby
essentials.

Sarah Williams, who, with the help of her husband Milt, e ¥
buys the goods for these baskets, assembles them, and deliv- PN
ers them to the clinic, heads this major outreach project of
the ECW. Each basket costs about $20 to make, and ECW
has agoal to deliver 12 baskets each month. More donations
are needed. Please consider donating to this wonderful cause
to help bring joy to a new mom. Y ou can donate a basket in
honor of someone, too.

To donate, simply drop a check for any amount (no amount @ J
istoo small as every hit helps) into the offering plate on
Sunday with ECW BABY BASKET in the memo line.
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The good read this month is Living Words by G. Corwin Stoppel. The Ten Commandments in the Twenty-
First Century. The introduction states that attempting to apply the commandments in our daily lives is very
difficult today, even though at first blush they appear simple. They are challenging in our world culture and
technology. Stopple clearly brings the importance of the necessity of living an intentional life, asking ques-
tions such as: “Will embracing something separate us from Christ or bring us closer to Him”. There are ideas
based on very literal and ideologica themes in this book. Boy, what good discussions this book can bring!
Come to the library anytime convenient for you and look at all the other books that might interest you.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
2 Chuck Huffman, Susan LaValley

3 Ross Blumentritt, Dirk Buikema, Susan Fugate,
Bob McCraine

4 Hailey Davis, Linda Uhl, Merrill Wade
5 Shannon Banta, Hunter Neale
6 Joy Hendershot

7 Ed Davis, Sonya Larson, Tish McGillicuddy,
Linda Parker, Melanie Wilkes, George Worrell

8 Craig Biggar, Ann Marie Maynard, Benton
Nicholas

10 Wanda Burnette, Rebecca Cunningham,
Vera Townsend, Bob Wood

11 Bes Stapler
12 Anne Clark, Cliff Harrison, Michael Mann
13 Jim Dettmann, Jay Robison, Jeremy Smith

14 Joanne Comer, Dalton Doerr, Madison Doerr,
Davis Niendorff, Janice Watkins, Sid Wattinger

15 John Burton, Babs Clendenin, LeslieKjell-
strand, Heather Lawrence, Burton Neuner, Mike
Smith, Robert Thomas, Elena Venincasa

16 Karen Braunsdorf, Sarah Carpenter, Ryan
Veith, Zachary Veith

18 Meredith Entin
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