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Caring for the Earth
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[taken from A New Dictionary for Episcopalians by The Rev John N. Wall, Jr.] There are
many referencesin our library from which you may find an “amazing amount of knowledge”.
Come in and browse and check out!

L ent: The season of the church year that runs for forty weekdays and six Sundays between
Ash Wednesday and Easter is a season of preparation for Easter. Theliturgical colors are
purple or the color of unbleached linen. The penitential tone of the season isreflected in the
prohibition of the singing of the Gloriain Excelsis during Lent. Many people observe Lent by
undertaking special programs of study; many practice self-denial. The purpose of Lent is not
self-punishment, but preparation for Easter through concentration on fundamental values and
priorities.

Holy Week: The last week of Lent and the week before Easter, in which the eventsin the last
week of Jesus earthly ministry are remembered. The Prayer Book provides special services
for most of these days and special readings for al of them.

The week begins with Passion Sunday, traditionally called Palm Sunday, with its blessing of
palms and procession, followed by areading o the passion narrative. The Book of Occasional
Services contains the service of Tenebrae for use on the Wednesday evening before Easter as
afocused meditation in preparation for the remembrance of Christ’s passion. This powerful
service takesits name from the Latin word for “darkness’ and provides for a series of read-
ings and responses; gradually the lights and candles used to decorate the church are extin-
guished so that al isin darkness. A loud noise is made, recalling the earthquake at the time of
the crucifixion.

On Thursday, called Maundy Thur sday, the church remembers Christ’ s institution of the
Eucharist and, in some places, observes the ceremony of the washing of feet in remembrance
of Jesus' washing the feet of the disciples. The name Maundy may be a shortened form of the
word commaundment (early spelling). The Gospel associated with thisis of Jesus' saying “I
give you a new commandment: Love one another as | have loved you.” Maundy may also be
a shortened form of the Latin words for “new commandment”.

Some places observe the time between noon and three on Good Friday with athree hour ser-
vice, with an extensive intercessory prayer, anthems and provision for the traditional venera-
tion of the cross. Thereisno celebration of the Eucharist on Good Friday or (during the day)
on Holy Saturday. Lessons and prayers are provided for a Great Vigil of Easter, with itslight-
ing of the Paschal candle, reading of the salvation history, Baptisms, Confirmations, if the
bishop is present, and the first Eucharist of Easter. Thisis, of course, followed by the Eucha
rist of Easter Day itself. The week can aso be enhanced by use of the Way of the Cross ser-
vice, known also as Stations of the Cross. Holy Week is the central week of the whole liturgi-
cal year.




Edge of Adventure To Begin New Classes by Andrea Miller

The Edge of Adventure is athirteen-week course that provides participants a safe, uninterrupted, space to learn some basic disci-
plinesinherent in being mature Christians in their "everyday walking around lives." The people in Edge groups experiment with
applying what they believe to specific aspects and relationships in their personal and vocational lives and in their communities.

Two new study groups are forming for the spring of 2006. One group will meet M onday nights from 7:00 to 9:00 pm, begin-
ning March 6. A second group will meet Tuesday nights from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, beginning March 7. The meeting location
for each group will be announced. People may join one of these groups at the first or second meeting. After the second meeting,
new members cannot be added to a group. The cost of materialsis $30 per person.

For more information, and to sign up, visit www.stmattsaustin.org Click on "Adult Education” to find the "Edge of Adventure"
link.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew Activities

Saturday, March 11 Regular breakfast meeting at 8:00 am. in
Huffman Hall. Speaker: Jerry Horton, Director of
Down Home Ranch near Elgin

Wednesday, March 15 Host Lenten Soup and Salad Supper
with Daughters of the King

Sunday, March 19 Bible Study with Merrill Wade in B-14

All brothers are encouraged to attend these events

Hi-Lightsfor Children’s Sunday School
Submitted by Barbara Pitts, DRE for Children and Y outh
9:30

Level I: 3-yrs-Kinder The Purple Season, Lent beginswith a
fresh look at the parable of the Good Shepherd, that shepherd
who loves each “sheep” and knows each one by name. Addi-
tionally, children are gradually led to realize the Good Shep-
herd’s presence in the Eucharist. As Lent progresses, Level |
explores the geography of Jerusalem, asit pertains to Jesus
final hours.

Level Il: 1st—3rd Grades Reconciliation: removing the
blocks between God and ourselves. This class also takes a
deeper look at Jerusalem and its context in the passion narra-

tives.

Level Il1: 4th—>5th Grades Reconciliation: removing the
blocks between ourselves and others. We also continue the
two new series, Faith Mirrored in Movies and the Sructure
of the Eucharist.

10:30 Followsthe Sunday lectionary.
New in March for Sundays4Y OUth

Ginger Geyer to be guest speaker/performer 6—12th grades
Faith-in-Action: Porcelain Commentaries on Culture 1st
Sunday, Y outh Building

For weekly details go to:

$ ! %& !

Parish Luncheon I nvitation

On Sunday, March 19, after the 10:30 a.m. service, the
Stewardship Commission will host asimple lunch and
Merrill Wade will teach a short class on the stewardship
of giving to the church. Please plan to stay after church
to learn about this important aspect of Christian
Stewardship. Childcare will be provided and
we'll finish by 1:00 p.m.




The Rose Window
by Babs Clendenin, Junior Warden

It was one of Austin®gloriously sunny days and the rays caught

every facet of our beautiful Rose Window. Asmy 6 year old God-
child looked up at the window, she was
very pensive. Then, with the exuberance
that only a child can express, she turned
to her Mother and said,

“When light shine through the beauti-
fully colored glass, that is God' s way of
welcoming people into the world who
have just been born and people from
foreign lands.” Out of the mouths of
babes?

To borrow from Jan Karon's latest book. Could thisbe THE LIGHT
FROM HEAVEN?

Sadly, | wonder what my 6 year old might have said had she seen it
after dark?

Memorial Gifts

In memory of Maruja Hatheway by Alice and Harry Burghardt,
Carol Mynes, Carol Stolz, Julie Jenkyn, Margaret and Jim Myers,
Shirley Towry, Jim Newman, Tish and Kevin McGillicuddy, Doris
and Bill Donnell

In memory of Ernestlea Williams by Diane and Earl Grant, Martha
and George McGonigle, Shelvie and Herb Foore

To the Carl Barlow Huffman Scholar ship by Pat Boon

Senior Sentences
by Lucy A. Boyea, Minister of Senior Activities

The following is an excerpt from a commentary by
The Reverend Jeffrey H. Walker which appeared in
the Anglican Digest for Lent, 2006. | thought it
worth sharing--

“Lent can be just forty days and nights of trivial
temptations about things that don®really matter all
that much. Or it can be a creative wilderness time to
ask ourselves some deeper questions. Y ou see, we
really do share the elemental temptation of Jesus.

Our temptation is always to deny who we are, and
how we are supposed to be, and instead, keep trying
to become “someone else” for al the “someone
else’s’ out there in the world. We are always
tempted to quit being who we are instead of discov-
ering the person God has always wanted us to be---
ourselves.

Being ourselvesin aworld that constantly asks usto
be someone elseis the most difficult task we can
havein life, and it is atask that never goes away. It
doesn®mean that we don®need to try to improve.
People do get better. People do put aside destructive
ways of behaving. It just means that we don®need to
try to become another person in order for usto be
loved by God. That is hard enough for us to believe.
But it isthe Gospel Truth!”
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS

1 Betty Dees, Jon Hilsabeck, Alex Soto,
Bailey Pownall

2 Doug Doerr, Harriet Houston, Joe
McLean

Miles Carey, John Nieman

4 LyndaFryer, Carolyn Hinkle, Megan
Morris, Adrienne Williams

5 Adam Harmon, Stephen Kahlke,
Stephanie McCollum

Ilya Duncan
Elizabeth Moon
John Murphy, Barbara Pitts
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Kevin Pownall, Mikey Y oung

10 Mike Cunningham, Vada Dillawn,
Beth Ann Sikes, R.C. Thompson,
Don Edwards

11 Theron Boerner, Jack Eccles, Margaret
Erlewine, Jennifer Jones, Megan Lilley,
Lucy Ward, William Wood

12 KristaDavis, John Eastberg

13 Josh Dugat, Shirley Dyer, Emily East-
berg, Jonathan Fisher, Katie Lane,
Michael Newman, Mary S. Squires

14

15
16

17
18
19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

Mike Affleck, Jim Gaines, Bob Penny-
backer

Karen Hooker, Thilde Smith

Marge Marshall, Laura Powell, Sherm
Strance

Becky Graves, Ryan McGillicuddy
Don Neely, Kenneth Wright

Tommye Allen, Dab Cauley, Diana
Dworaczyk, Pat Y eargain

Amy DeWeese, William Powell, Stephanie
Wiesehuegal

Dorothy Prestwood, Kelly Rizk, Michaela
Telfer

Jane Barrett, Allison Price, Shanon Suther-
land, Matt Ruka

Barbara Borden, Doris Dixon, Lisa Otten-
bacher

Justin Clitheroe, Peggy Francisco, James
Héelfrich, Hink Johnson

Henno Keskkula
Alex Venincasa

Dana Bushong, Kailey Davis, Tim Law-
rence

28 Eleanor Carl

30 Trisha Abrahamson, Pat Cauble, Sue
Gregerson

31 Alsede Hogan, Johnny Moncure, Fran-
ces Nicholas, Charlotte Nichols
-) %

AngelinaMarie Maradiaga, born Jan. 26, to
Paula and Alex Maradiaga, grandchild of
Maria Luisa and Joe McLean, niece of
David McLean

, 8/ %

Mildred Nuessle, sister of Joe Nuessle, aunt
of Dedee Norman, died February 3

Nell Frank, mother of Mary Nell Frucella,
died February 8

Ruth Nichols, mother of Larry Nichols, died
February 8.

-1 0%
Scott Alan Dady, February 12.
'$1 $ -%

Sharon and Russell Barnett
Shirley Slaughter



