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From  t he Rect or : 

As I depar t  on vacat ion I 
simply want  to state how 
gratefu l I am to be your  
Rector  and rejoice in ou r  
fou r  years together .   

Elsewhere in th is edit ion 
of The Word is much in-
format ion to consider .   

Read carefu lly and if you  
feel called to act  - get   

involved!   I remind you  
that  on Sunday, August  
27, we wil l celebrate Holy 
Bapt ism at  the 10:30AM 
service.   
Please email me at  
merr il l@stmat tsaust in.org 
if you  or  a member  of 
you r  family is in terested.   
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Join us for Chapel !   

Just a quick reminder that there’s something 
special going on in B21 each and every Sunday 
morning beginning at 10:30.  Each Sunday 
morning, children ages 3 and up (and their par-
ents) are invited to join us for a chapel service 
designed specifically with them in mind.  The 
service mirrors the service that is taking place in 
the sanctuary, but is presented in a child-
friendly, participatory manner that is sure to 
touch the hearts and minds of children of God of 
any age.  The children are brought to the sanctu-
ary at the Peace so that families can take com-
munion together.  Come for a visit…and dis-
cover how much fun worship can be! Ques-
tions?  Contact Kathy Dugat (343-7989 or 
kdugat@austin.rr.com�

Baptism Instruction --  
for Chi ldren of  God of  al l  Ages 

Holy Baptism is the sacrament through which we 
become children of God, members of our church 
family, and inheritors of the kingdom of God.  
Baptism is an outward and visible sign of an in-
visible change that takes place, through God’s 
grace, w ithin us.  This is such an important step 
in one’s spiritual journey, that we ask that any 
person – child or adult – being baptized join us 
for Baptismal instruction.  Children who are old 
enough to “ ponder”  and any adult interested in 
Baptism are asked to join us on Wednesday, Aug. 
16th and Wednesday, Aug. 23rd from 5:30 – 7:00  
to explore the meaning of Baptism and what it 
means to be a part of God’s family.  In addition, 
there w ill be a class for all candidates for bap-
tism, Godparents and sponsors on Sunday, Au-
gust 27th from 9:15 – 10:15.  Baptism will take 
place on Sunday, August 27th during the 10:30 
worship service.   For more information, please 
contact the church office – 345-8314 – or Kathy 
Dugat (343-7989 or kdugat@austin.rr.com). 

Remember Sunday, 
September 3rd  
at the 10:30 Service 
please bring a tool or 
symbol of your work/labor 
to dedicate to God and 
place it on the Altar 
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Good Read of  t he Mont h :  

Som et h i ng Old, Som et h i ng New 

by Rita Eccles 

Here are some of the t it les in the St . Matthew’s 
Library. When you  come check  them ou t  you  
are welcome to br ing books from home you  
don’t  want . We will  then decide which to keep 
and which to sell – and we’l l buy new books.  

·  A Handbook of Theological Terms  

·  by Van A Harvey.  This one is pret ty self ex-
planatory. 

·  Tow ard 2015 by Richard Kew and Roger  
White.   

·  This explores how we can shape hopefu l 
t rends for  the fu tu re of a st rong church. 

*  Twelve novels, by different  au thors.  Each 
about  a woman in chu rch history. 

·  Abraham by Bruce Feiler ,  

·  The au thor discusses the quest ion, Can re-
l igions get  along?’  Abraham stands as the 
ancestor  of Jews, Chr ist ians and Muslims. 

·  Brush Up Your Bible by Michael Macrone.    

·  Reveals the meanings of many of the biblical 
phrases, words and morals that  we u t ter  
every day. 

·  Open Mind Open Heart by Thomas Keat ing.   

·  An overview of the 
h istory of contem-
plat ive prayer  in the 
Chr ist ian t radit ion. 

 

Remember  to ask  us if 
there is a book  you  are 
par t icu lar ly interested 
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Episcopal Church Women 

by Carol Mynes 
Ladies – Want to play? (And eat and talk  and learn) 

 

Mark your calendars right now for the upcoming ECW Sponsored In-House 

Women’s Retreat – Friday evening Aug 18th and Saturday Aug 19th. There w ill be 

a dinner on Friday along with a short session. On Saturday we w ill have a Conti-

nental Breakfast, a morning session, a light lunch and an afternoon session. Watch 

for additional details in the Weekly Word and on our website. 

 

We will gather for a wonderful experience with Dr. Janettee Henderson and Kaye Pentecost McKee leading 

us in a weekend centering on the topic “ Women at Play” .  

 

We show our love for God in sacrifice, in struggle, and in serious, strenuous labor. But could we delight God 
in belly laughs, in pillow fights, and in silly songs sung w ith gusto? Could our spontaneous laughter be as 
holy as our tender tears? 
 

Our retreat w ill explore play as God’s gift, as balance, as re-creation, as baptism. We’d love to have you. So—
can you come out and play? Feel free to invite your fellow sisters to join us in the fun. 

“ What we play is life.”  – Louis Armstrong 

“ And forget not that the earth delights to feel your bare feet and the w inds long to play with your hair.”  – 
Kahlil Gibran 
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Outreach M inistry  

M embers Take M ission 
Trip to  

Post Katrina New Orleans  

by Esther Garcia 

 

On June 25, seven women 
from St. Matthew’s and 
friends of St. Matthew’s 
traveled to New Orleans 
to participate in rebuilding 

efforts headed by the Diocese of Louisana’s Office of 
Disaster Response.  Volunteers ventured out into one 
of the neighborhood’s most heavily devastated areas 
affected by Hurricane Katrina as part of the diocesan 
Mobile Respite Ministry Unit. Volunteers worked 
alongside the leader of the group, Deacon Quin Bates, 
handing out cleaning supplies, water and snacks 
from the big RV that has been stationed in recent 
months at the corner of Caffin and St. Claude Ave-
nues in the lower Ninth Ward, one of the poorest ar-
eas of New Orleans. 
 

As some of us set off to New Orleans hesitantly mov-
ing out of our comfort zone, others on the trip went 
confidently seeking to carry out our mission, “ To 
Know Christ, Grow in Christ and Share Christ’s 
Love.”  Admittedly, I was one filled w ith apprehen-
sion and fear as I departed on my first mission trip. 
Many times prior to the trip I asked myself, what 
would I say?   What could I possibly do to help?  
How could I comfort those who have suffered and 
experienced such loss? As we set up our tents every-
day and handed out bottled water, toilet paper, and 
facemasks, it turned out that it was so natural to in-
teract w ith the hurricane victims and to simply listen.  
The stories that we heard were heart wrenching.  
Many of us were moved to tears by the accounts of 
suffering during and after the storm.                      
Various individuals touched each of us differently.  
As Vickie Blumhagen so accurately put it, we each 
experienced our own “ Bob Moment” , referring to the 
Katrina evacuee that St. Matthew’s so lovingly 
adopted after the hurricane and was laid to rest last 
year. My “ Bob Moment”  included an encounter w ith 
a nice, soft spoken, man named Albert who described 
his experience to us.  He spoke of how he tore a hole 
through the roof in the attic of his home to escape the 
rising waters, sw imming to the nearest rooftop that 

was not submerged.   He explained how he stayed on 
the roof for two days and two nights “ as he watched 
bad stuff float by” . He told us that the nights were 
endless, but the stars were his companions. His ac-
count of his experience at the Superdome was equally 
disturbing.   Nonetheless, the manner in which he 
conveyed his story is unforgettable. His demeanor 
was so calm and his voice so unemotional, as if he 
were trying to comfort us as he told his story. 
 

After the second day of listening, some of us asked, 
where was God when this tragedy struck?  How 
could God let this happen?  Where is He now as so 
many people try to put their broken lives back to-
gether?  The doubt about God’s presence and power 
came only from our mouths. Repeatedly, we heard 
from the hurricane victims that God would see them 
through this and that they draw their strength from 
God.  The steadfast faith il lustrated by these people 
who have lost so much is astounding.  So, as I and the 
other volunteers return to our busy lives and sched-
ules, I think about these brave people often and their 
unending trust in God.  I also think about my fears 
and doubts prior to this mission trip and draw upon 
the lesson that God may have meant to teach us, 
which is that God is always present and He can use 
us in anything and everything. 
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Are You Called to Lay Pastoral Ministry?     
The Community of Hope –  

Retreat and New Class This Fall,  
Beginning Late September  
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"Pastoral care is when a person is being "present" in 
a listening, compassionate, non-controlling manner 

to an individual... seeking to respond to their spiritual 
needs." 

 

If you are interested in learning more about this pas-
toral ministry which has been very involved in many 
facets of St. Matthew’s, please contact Sharon Lowe 
at  
sharonylowe@hotmail.com  or 345-1990  
or the Rev. Susan Barnes at 
susan@stmattsaustin.org or 345-8314.  
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New Edge of Adventure groups will begin in September. This is a thirteen-
week course that provides participants a safe, uninterrupted space to learn 
some basic disciplines inherent in being mature Christians in their “ everyday 
walking around lives.”   Edge group members experiment w ith applying what 
they believe to specific aspects and relationships in their ordinary personal and 
vocational lives, and communities. Watch the Weekly Word and the St. Matt’s 
website www.StMattsAustin.Org for more details about the course and for 
meeting days and times.   
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June Financials MTD Actual MTD Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget 

Pledges  $     57,568.00   $     70,000.00   $   480,953.02   $   455,000.00  

Non-Pledge & Cash  $       9,450.44   $     11,200.00   $     54,220.11   $     68,000.00  

Good Faith  $                    -     $       3,333.33   $     25,605.48   $     19,999.98  

Other Income  $       5,811.11   $       3,417.00   $     28,323.02   $     16,407.00  

Total Income  $     72,829.55   $     87,950.33   $   589,101.63   $   559,406.98  

Total Expenses  $     78,877.89   $     96,072.04   $   535,673.72   $   598,979.49  

Income vs. Expenses  $      (6,048.34)  $      (8,121.71)  $     53,427.91   $    (39,572.51) 
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Bi r t hs  
For  Kobey and John DeVale on the bir th of their  twins, Mark  Pau l and Sophia  Elizabeth, 
born June 28. 
For  Ashley and Michael Crowl on the bir th of their  daughter , Au tumn Faith, born Ju ly 13 
For  Michell and Doug Irving on the bir th of their  son, Ian Joseph born Apr il  17. 

Deat hs 

Allen Featherstone, son of Dennis Featherstone  died on June 29. 
 

Nell Bones died on Ju ly 7. 
 
Mary Niendor ff,  died on Ju ly 12, mother  of Frank Niendor ff 

 

New Mem bers 

All ison Morton 


