Annual Meeting Report — A Productive Meeting

I smile as | reflect on the good and happy spirdwa An-
nual Meeting this past January} 7 Once again, our chili
cooks outdid themselves! We were so well fed!'aiflts
to Jack Ryfle for chairing our annual Chili Cook-afjain
after taking a year off. | was quite pleased ®tbat we
had another excellent turnout, with over 225 adulesent

And special thanks as well go out to all those wfiered
themselves for election to various offices at Satthlew’s.
Regrettably, all who are willing cannot be elected.
Thanks, one and all!

2007 Vestry

At the Annual Meeting the congregation elected Susa
LaValley, Jim Fryer, Mary-Lynn Polk, Paul Willianasd
Pat Yeargain to the Vestry. They will serve thyear
terms. Continuing on in Vestry service are Toml@an
Vickie Blumhagen, Steve Brock, John Bindel, Kathgriv
ris, Larry Richards, Esther Garcia, Clarissa Vazqiar-
bara Williams and Allen Keith. | was happy to annoe
my appointment of Tom Canby to be the Senior Warde
for 2007. The following weekend, January 13-14, lew
Vestry gathered at Camp Allen for prayer, retreat plan-
ning for the upcoming capital stewardship drive.the
Vestry Retreat, they elected Vickie Blumhagen tahge
Junior Warden for 2007. Once again, thanks oneaihd

2007 Endowment Committee

The Endowment Committee welcomes three newly ele
members to serve three years. The new members are
Brenda Helfrich, Reid Kirchem and Amy Novak. Cowti
ing members of the Endowment Committee include Ja
Eccles, Kate Canby, Hink Johnson, Steve RyderyLarr
Simons and Mike Affleck. At its first meeting oanlary
23, the Endowment Committee elected Jack Ecclesrigy
as Chair, Steve Ryder to serve as Financial Segretad
Amy Novak to serve as Recording Secretary. Thédipos
of Vice-Chair will be filled at a later meeting.n€e again,
thanks one and all!! Continued Page 2
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9:15AM —Discovering Christian Community — You are]
invited to participate in thBiscovering Christian Com-
munity Classin B-14 on Sunday mornings at 9:15

am. We will continue our series called “Storieghef
Season”, focused on the gospel accounts of theflide-
sus read in church during the Lenten Season. lass c
seeks to build community through small group distrs
and study. Please contact Crystal Wade or Scotpiju
for more information. Submitted by Jim Byrom and
Crystal Wade.

9:15AM - Living What We Believe— Each week i8-6
we read the Gospel assigned in the BCP for eactayurn
according to the Church year and we attempt togreize
how it applies to our daily life. It is amazingvohe in-
sight of one person's experience stimulates tles lof
others in the class. The discussion is lively somhe-
times very moving. The class is open to all and gon't
have to attend each class to benefit from our discu
sions. Come join us. Submitted by Paul Williams.

9:15AM - Sunday Morning Bible Class— The Sunday
Morning Bible Class meets each week at 9:15AN84R1
tto support one another as seekers of Biblical nmggand
fruth. We studied the Book of Hebrews this falhrning
that we, as Christians, are expected to grow int@maure
faith, following Jesus Christ's example and theyHol
Spirit's guidance. Now in February we will begistady
of theBook of James which we think will further en-
courage us in the Christian growth described in He-
brews. Come join us as we discuss it togethefffe€o

and fellowship begins at 9:15a. Submitted by \Wiitz.

Continued on Page 4




Continued from Page 1
Diocesan Council Delegation

Your Diocesan Council Delegation for 2007 Annuali@o
cil here in Austin includes the following DelegateBill
Smith, Keith Miller, David Price and Tony Hatheway.

At the Annual Meeting Jim Sparks and Judith Bomarenm
elected to serve as alternates for the 2007 Anbaahcil.
They will serve as delegates in 2008. These st3yan
well, are appreciated for representing St. Mattlsew'the
Diocesan community

Ash Wednesday is February 21

You are called to your parish church on WednesHBalp;
ruary 21, to participate in our Ash Wednesday djtess. |

consider attendance on Ash Wednesday an imporntiamt p

ity for children, youth and adults. It is at tlsisrvice that
we prepare ourselves both for our own personafamdy
Lenten devotions, and to ponder the shortness acet-u
tainty of human life and our ultimate dependencéson.
The services of Holy Eucharist and Imposition ohés
are at 7:00AM, Noon and 7:00PM. There will be arsm
at each service and music at Noon and 7:00PM. ciibe
will sing at 7:00PM.

Lenten Plans

I remind you that in Lent our music and liturgy amere
reflective, symbolized by our refraining from singiAlle-
luias in this most unusual 40 days. The stafflagdead-
ership are currently preparing a Lent Seasonalhonec
indicating all our plans for the Lenten Seasone Bto-
chure will be mailed out by mid-February and will b
available atvww.stmattsaustin.orgs soon as it is final-
ized.

OK - A Few Highlights for Lent

We will have another significant Wednesday Nighhtes
program. We will offer a Thursday 12:05 PM Sadvhat
sic Series with excellent music on Thursdays indflarOn
Sunday, February 25, we will offer a Lenten FariBle-
bration immediately after church. This will beimé to
gather for a meal and to enjoy family activitiegdéther as
we plan for Lent and Easter. You will hear morethall
these events later!

Youth Center — Campus Improvements

Finally, the Vestry has recently reinforced itsidien to
build a two story Youth Center and to begin worknoany
important capital projects throughout our campluam
delighted. It is time for us, as a parish, to billand take
steps both to enhance our own enjoyment of thigpaam
and to Build on our Sure Foundation for the futurau
will be invited to participate as this Capital Serdship
programs gears up in the next several weeks. &aypo
your part. We are all in this together!!

Faithfully, Merrill

Continued from Page 1
9:15AM - Lectio Divina - Praying the Scriptures

You are invited to join Christine Joannidi in thibrary at
9:15AM on Sunday mornings in a contemplative aliern
tive to a classroom discussion or lecture expegern€hris
tine will share with you the practice of Lectio Dia
(Divine Reading). This ancient Christian practisaislow,
contemplative praying of the scriptures. You wéain
how the word of God can speak to you in a persoasl
so that you may better understand yourself in yelation-
ship with God. There will be a short time for &sliship
and getting to know others in the room, but thelireg
reflecting and praying will be a personal and pevexer-
cise. Submitted by Christine Joannidi.

New Sunday Morning Classes in Lenten Sea-
son

9:15AM —Living a Holy Lent in the 21% Century in
Austin Texas/ How do we cultivate the Moral Life te
gether?- Beginning Feb. 25, Doug Harrison, who has
been teaching the Sunday afternoon series on Santaim
Ethics, will teach a series of five classes centar®und
the Prayer Book’s invitation to live a holy LentZp4
BCP). What, in real terms, is repentance? Wheaiar
striving to achieve in “self-examination”? Classell be
in Huffman Hall and primarily a lecture format. Ogis
energetic teaching style and new ways of intenpgedin-
cient traditions have enlivened the Sunday aftemnoo
classes he has been teaching on Sacramental EDucg
is a PhD candidate from USC who has been teaclhitingp 4
seminary here in Austin. His rich faith journeyshead him
from the Nazarenes to Roman Catholicism via the-Mer]
nonites. Submitted by Karl Bayer

9:15AM - "The Ragamuffin Gospel" — a storyof the ex-
travagant grace of God poured down lavishly upon us
accepting us just as we areThe Ragamuffin Gospel",
written by Brennan Manning, continues to captiiter
all these years - because it speaks to the spicitunalition
of most of us. Ragamuffins are the "poor in Sgivitho
aware of their spiritual poverty and their needGard,
throw themselves without hesitation on the meray thie
extravagant grace of God. This class is limitetiSgar-
ticipants. Please email or call Father Joe DiPagba-
drepreacherman@aol.camreserve your spot and to ha
a book ready for you. This class will meet in amoto be
announced and will be led by The Rev. Joe DiPabla P
244-2946 and Jim Fryer .

April 1, Palm Sunday morning, only

9:15am -The Via Dolorosa: a Way of History and Faith
- The Christian tradition of walking the Statiorfstoe
Cross along the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem was axitqj
the ancient Christian celebration of Easter, rathertradi-
tion had its origins in the Middle Ages. Thitktavill ex-
amine the tradition of the Via Dolorosa from itsleest
days and explore how the faith of Christian pilgsita the
Holy Land has been the driving force in the creaaad
continuance of this tradition. . Lecture by MaKgvak in
Huffman Hall .
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February Birthdays

2 John Bindel, Jack Byrom, , Chelsea Murphy,
Shirley Slaughter

3 Paige Hargrave, Holly Miller, lvan Wilson

4 J.R. Eastberg

5 Sally Busboom, Arlene Dettmann, Andrea Harmon
6 Ann Brooke, Ellie Byrom

7 Kiff Doerr, Chris Mitchell, John Moncure, Chriddcker
8 Maddy Bergen, Brian Doyle, John Moncure,

Garrett Telfer
9 Anne Albertson, Layne Levine

10 Reid Catrrier, Dillon Denney, Rachel O’'Quin,
Kim Moore

11 Eleanor Bowman, , Aspen Crowl, Alex Dolan,
Sandra Smith, Laura Lee Strange

12 Caroline Bigger, Connie Harris Sarah Murphy,
Nicholas Rhodes, Amy Novak

13 Caitlin Caven, Maria Maynard
14 Shirley Ryfle, James Sparks, Jr.
16 Clint Norton, Sarah Sain

17 Debbie Dettmann, Brian Krause, Jimmy Muhich,
Will Niendorff, Joe White

18 Carrie Brewer, Courtney Watson
20 Aubrey Levine, Dot Strance

21 Amy Pownall
22 Karl Bayer

23 Ann O’Connell, Suzanne Worrell
25 Jim Cauble, D.C. McLean, Elizabeth Neale, Dapglk

26 William Biggar, Esther Garcia, Tony Hatheway,
Amy Krause, Bob Langston

27 David Brooke, James Logan Brown, Tom Clark,
Suzanne McCurley, Janie McMahan, Nathan Neely

28 Neil Alexander

*29 Ruth Klemt, Bethany Ramey

March

1 Betty Dees, Jon Hilsabeck, Bailey Pownall, Alexds
2 Doug Doerr, Harriet Houston, Joe McLean

3 Miles Carey, John Nieman, Beverly Bradford-Wilson

4 Carolyn Hinkle, Linda Fryer, Megan Morris,
Adrianne Williams

5 Adam Harmon, Stephen Kahlke,
Stephanie McCollum m
6 llya Duncan

7 Alison Cary, Elizabeth Moon

Baptisms

%& ')+
4 &

, )_ )**.

Deaths
Jim Leech died January 7
John Harvey died January 16

Permanent Endowment Fund
In Memory of George Wilson by
Connie and Dane Harris
In Memory of Jim Leech by
John Foshee
Bert and Margie Hooper
Trish Huddleston

New Members Transferred in
Becca and Don Janysek

Taylor, Luke and Emma
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By Lucy Boyea, Minister of Senior Activities
. Following are some excerpts from an article which
) 7. appeared in Consumer Reports on Health which
1 E*# E found particularly meaningful.
"Successful aging is defined as a person's bélaf |
he or she is cared for loved, esteemed and a member
% I of a network of mutual obligations.
. >3 & > 2/
> & 6 Cl G 11 People with strong social networks tend to be in
oo H4 better health.
?2C %
# J K Keeping people close at hand is beneficial at evefy
I1# stage of life, but having someone to share youe tim
E : & with is particularly important for Seniors.
More than a decade of research has shown that peo-
ple in their 60's,70's,80's and beyond were more
s ) likely to
i 1| maintain their memories, intellectual abilities and
i 1| health-and avoid depression, disability and defathti
H i| they were fortunate enough to have friends and
i 1| family in their lives."
; i Come and be a part of the SAC family!
E n #$ % &n ’
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Taxing Thoughts, Continued,by Larry Richardsl.GRlooks-2taxs@yahoo.com

Many people pay more taxes than they need to be¢hag do not itemize and thus they settle forsthedard
deduction. A goodly number of people are not i#ng because they do not believe the total of ttiegtuctions will
exceed the standard deduction. This is espedciallyfor people who are fortunate enough to nodoigve a mort-
gage. Mortgage interest added to real estate {(&&E) is what gives most of us the needed booskteed the
standard deduction. Not having a mortgage seefsdome a mixed blessing at tax time!

This is an area where tax planning may allow soe@p|e to itemize in alternate years! The basgtetyy is to pay twq
years of RET in one calendar year. The countytdbector sends the bills for RET about Octoberfayment in No-
vember, December or January without penalty. Aqemanting to start itemizing in alternate yeaosild, in a year
take the standard deduction, delay paying the R&il January. When the person receives the REiEetite next
year, they should carefully evaluate whether paygassessment in Nov or Dec of the current yeaildvadd enough
to allow itemizing. If the assessment is largeusyip pay it and itemize. If it is not large enougien added to the
other deductible items, then defer payment to Jgnjest as done for the previous payment.

Another deductible that can be doubled up is albkElgp people who have enough money in savingsatcena lump

sum donation at the end of the year to fully otiphy fulfill their next year’s pledge to the chelr. People who do this

can get a nontaxable return on such an investniaitieast 10%, the lowest income tax rate, wisamore than most
people make on their savings. If a person is biss be in the 15% or 25% or higher tax brack#is strategy just
begs to be used. Then during the next year reth@ldavings funds. A consideration in this sgyts to keep suffi-
cient reserves to meet unexpected needs for money.

Using the above strategies may make it possibtetabine deductions for adjoining years, when yauaoot other-
wise itemize, to exceed the then current standeddiction. In 2007 this is $10,700 for marriedn@ljointly with both
spouses under 65 and not blind. $1,050 is addegbfth spouse over 65 and also for each one thhhds- a maxi-
mum of $14,900. The numbers do change each yea0n(6 it was $10,300 with $1,000 boosts) to takation into
account. It should be noted that the numbers shmxe for 2007 are thexpected amountsince the IRS had not pub
lished the official numbers when this was written.

The correspondingxpected amounfsr a non-dependent head of household are $7,&5054,300 boosts for over 65
and/or blindness. The numbers for a non-depersiegie person are $5,350 with $1,300 boosts. Quradi widow(er)
s is the same as for married, filing jointly.

As always, you should consult your tax advisoreétedmine how any of these taxing thoughts appiyotar individual
situation; they may not be appropriate or applydo.

Summary of Operating Revenues & Expenses, December 31, 2006

NOTE: * Atthe end of each year any contributions to Good Faith that are in excess of distributions are moved
to a Temporarily Restricted Account so that those monies can be distributed in the following year. That
account contains undistributed contributions from 2006 and prepaid contributions for 2007. The ending balance
in that account was $12,776.83.

b

MTD Actual MTD Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget
Pledges $ 108,232.72 $ 112,000.00 | $ 917,174.06 | $ 920,000.00
Non-Pledge & Cash $ 4,762.33 $ 32,000.00 | $ 154,631.10 | $ 166,000.00
Good Faith* $ (1,176.53) $ 3,333.37 | $ 37,418.79 | $ 40,000.00
Other Income $ 11,000.84 $ 7,705.00 | $ 66,298.74 | $ 50,172.00
Total Income $ 122,819.36 $ 155,038.37 | $1,175,522.69 | $ 1,176,172.00
Total Expenses $ 95,061.77 $ 96,182.28 | $1,103,821.63 | $ 1,176,172.00
Income vs. Expenses $ 27,757.59 $ 58,856.09 | $ 71,701.06 | $ -
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