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�Dear Friends, 

A Quick Word on the Capital Campaign 
I write on April 16, in anticipation of the conclusion of our 
Building on our Sure Foundation Capital Campaign, trusting 
that each and every one of us will engage this process of 
Faith, Prayer and Sacrifice in a way that has personal respon-
sibility and integrity.    As we move into May and Commit-
ment Sunday on May 6, I urge you to feel free to contact me 
personally with your questions, concerns or ideas.  Perhaps 
you would prefer to speak to Kevin McGillicuddy, our Cam-
paign Director, or Linda Fryer, our Campaign Coordinator, 
or our Wardens, Vickie Blumhagen and Tom Canby.  All of 
us stand ready to support you any way we are able. 

Kairos 
Please keep the women and men associated with the Kairos 
weekend at the Lane Murray Women’s Prison on May 2-6 in 
your prayers.  I am so proud of Margaret Carpenter, the 
leader of the weekend, and some 13 members of this parish 
that are gathering to serve imprisoned women and to bring 
the joy of Christ to that place!! 

Kevin Schubert 
In church on April 15 I announced and introduced the next 
member of our ordained staff, Kevin Schubert.  Over two 
years ago in a Visioning session there was a strong desire for 
a third priest to come on board to work with the Young 
Adults, the Youth and their Families.  I believe that vision �

Continued on Page 2 

A Theology of Mission:   
Doing Mission is a Joyful  Journey with  God.          
by Ed Woolery-Price, candidate for the diaconate, serving at 
St. Matthew’s, Austin as Deacon Intern .   

This  is the  last of three articles.   
 
I, Ed, a disciple of Christ Jesus, by the will of God, called to 
ministry in His Church, to my brothers and  sisters in Christ 
at St. Matthew's: Grace to you and peace as we strive to  “To 
Know Christ, Grow in Christ, and Share Christ’s  Love .“  
 
“Mission is not primarily a mandate, theory, or strategy. It  is 
rather  a joyful journey with God, a journey whose destina-
tion is always just over the horizon,  a journey where all we 
know of the outcome is that we will know more about God, 
more of God.”  (Titus Presler, Horizons of Mission,   p. 199)  
 
The joyful journey begins  with membership in the Church 
community.  There  we are forming  relationships  in which  
we experience a  life that  was initiated  by God at the time 
of creation (Presler, p.33).  Relationships  based upon kind-
ness, nonjudgmental compassion, forgiveness, and honesty.  
By sharing God’s love with each other, we are spiritually 
alive with His love.    

 

 

 

Continued on Page 2 

Third New Orleans Mission Trip by Linda Fryer 

 

Participants: Rev. Susan Barnes, Carol Barnwell, Margaret Carpenter, Jim  Fryer, Linda Fryer, Esther Garcia, Mary Lou 
Henshaw, Stefanie Minnear, Beth Nelson, Susan Robertson, Rev. Jim Williams 

  

Facts: Eleven people representing three churches stayed three days to serve through the Diocese of New Orleans with others 
from various denominations in California, Iowa, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and North Carolina in three different neighbor-
hoods. 

                                 Continued on Page 9 
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Continued from Page 1 

A Theology of Mission 
I experienced this love the moment I began a five month in-
ternship at St. Matthew’s.   I was a stranger, and when I 
showed up this past  January  at St. Matthew's  I was greeted 
by one and all with kindness and love.  You welcomed me, a 
sinner.   I also felt the presence of the Holy Sprit in  each 
person  who showed  me hospitality and welcomed  me.    
Jesus told his disciples  that when he  goes to the  Father,  
God will send the Holy Spirit and the Holy Sprit will teach 
them everything (John 14:26).  The Holy Spirit is alive and 
in the hearts and minds of the beautiful folks at St. Mat-
thew's.  As I continued to get to know the people of this 
church, I found a focus of God’s love that is manifested not 
only in the life of the community, but is also embodied in St. 
Matthew’s mission statement: “To Know Christ, Grow in  
Christ, and Share Christ’s Love.“  This  statement in turn 
gives life and spiritual energy to the greater mission of the 
Church that was given by Jesus,  “as the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” (John  20:21), and is directed in the Cate-
chism, “to restore all people to unity with God and each 
other in Christ.” (BCP p. 855).    

 
I had felt a spiritual unity with St. Matthew’s community by 
the warm greetings I experienced in early January.   And this 
was only the beginning for me, as I found that  Jesus’ love 
and forgiveness and his  ministering to  all who came to him 
is the heart and soul of this faithful group of disciples’  life 
together. I would also declare that it is their rule of life and 
the foundation that guides them in reaching out to everyone, 
especially when they do mission work.  
   

 

 

This expression of Jesus’ love by this faithful  community  is 
channeled and directed by the many and varied ministries at 
St. Matthew's.  One glimpse at the menu of ministries on St. 
Matthew's web site will give pause for reflec-
tion.   So  many  wonderful activities  for helping the lonely, 
providing  financially assistance to  those 
strapped  for  cash,   for  feeding the  hungry,  for visiting 
prisoners, and assisting folks recovering from natural disas-
ters and in need  of medical  help.  All of  these outreach 
ministries begin and end with  the community gathering for 
worship and prayer.  The church building used for worship at 
St. Matthew's then becomes command central for organizing 
and launching the varied mission activities of this Holy 
Spirit-filled community.  
 
No matter where our mission journey  takes us, we are hav-
ing a closer walk with Jesus, because Jesus is always there 
with his disciples and with those in need (Source: any of the 
four Gospels, your choice).   Whether sitting under a tree in 
central Texas listening to a 5th Step by a person struggling 
with addictions in a 12 Step program, or visiting prisoners 
doing time behind high walls and steel bars, or with an aged 
person in a nursing home, or responding to a stranger who 
shows up at the door of a church seeking who knows what 
and being greeted in a caring and compassionate way,  Jesus 
is there.  When we reach out to those in need, we be-
come  the instruments of Jesus’s  love. 
   
The beauty of Jesus’s love transfigures you and me,  and the 
love of Jesus goes marching on in us, his disciples,  as we do 
mission.  We are being led by the Holy Spirit, and God’s 
truths go marching on.  Doing Mission is a joyful journey 
with God.   Amen and Alleluia, Alleluia.   
 

From the Rector Continued from Page 1 
will now come to fruition.  Graduating from ETSS here in 
Austin on May 15, Kevin will come to work for us on Mon-
day, June 18.  He will be a Curate, meaning that he is in his 
first position as an ordained minister on the staff working for 
another priest (me).  Kevin will be ordained a deacon on Sat-
urday, June 23, at Christ Church Cathedral in Houston.  He 
will likely serve as a deacon for 6 months and be ordained a 
priest in the December/January timeframe.  Kevin will be 
first and foremost learning how to be a priest with us.  You 
are able teachers.  Kevin is 30 years old and is married to 
Heather.  As his time with us approaches, we will take the 
time to fully introduce the Schubert’s.  In the meantime, just 
say a prayer of thanksgiving; we are blessed to have them! 

Discovering Faith 
On April 15 I began my Discovering Faith Class with some 
twenty people in B-18 at 4PM on a gorgeous afternoon in 
Austin.  We talked about faith, and how God breaks into our 
lives and surprises us and changes us when we least expect 
it.  I told that wonderful group of people that St. Matthew’s 
is a place where one can come and expect serious theological 
wrestling with the remarkable mix of privilege, adversity and 
confusion we face in a rapidly changing, complex society.  
As their teacher I didn’t offer (and won’t) easy, rote answers.  
At our core, I believe that faith is trusting Jesus in both the 

wilderness and the mountain top – at the pinnacle of success 
and the nadir of personal defeat and loss.  Most of the people 
that come to St. Matthew’s and stay are those ready for a 
more complex journey, a journey that copes with ambiguity 
and resists easy, pat answers or formularies. 

Confirmation on Thursday Night May 17 at 7PM 
Some of the people in that Discovering Faith class will 
choose to be confirmed or received into the Episcopal 
Church and St. Matthew’s on Thursday night, May 17, at 
7:00PM, when Bishop Dena Harrison will be present.  Please 
make plans to attend this special Ascension Night service! 

 

Finally, as I write this on April 17, I ask your prayers for the 
people of Blacksburg, Virginia and Virginia Tech Univer-
sity, as they and we reel from the gruesome massacre on that 
campus yesterday.  Pray for God’s love to heal and nurture 
each and every person violated by this terrible act.  Pray for 
a rekindling of trust and hope in a time of terrible grief for an 
entire nation. 

 

Faithfully, Merrill 

 

 



���

�

Conversations On Prayer  
by Rev. Jim Williams 

Prayer of Oblation 

 

 I know you think that I don’t pay attention – and you’re probably right.  But I told you, I’ve been working on this 
stewardship thing.  There’s got to be more to it than just the way we raise funds for the church every year – not that there’s 
anything wrong with that. 

Well, er, yes.  I agree with you for a change.  Surprise – I’ll also admit that many of us, including me, don’t 
voluntarily dig into to this.  What’s happened to get your attention? 

Well, I heard something that got me to thinking.  In a class exploring the scriptural basics for stewardship we came 
up with a startling set of ideas: 

God doesn’t need your money, it’s all His anyway.  All creation is.  That’s cool! 

The Church doesn’t need your money.  God has always provided for the Church to carry out His mission.  
(The Vestry might gulp here, but this isn’t about fund raising for specific purposes anyway; it’s 
about living the intentional spiritual life.) 

What God wants is the only thing that is actually yours and is yours to give:  YOURSELF! 

Good Grief!  Where did you come up with that?  Lets think about it a minute. 

 Wow – I’m usually the one who is puzzled.  But go ahead.  I know – you didn’t expect this from me.  It came out of 
our group discussions.  We’ve been working on it.  It’s merely changed forever my relationship with possessions – with 
creation itself.  If I’m a steward, I am responsible for what has been entrusted to me, but I don’t “own” it.  It takes “my” and 
“Mine” out of the equation. 

 When I came to a decision about tithing, it’s not “O.K. Lord, here’s your 10%, now I’ll do what I want with the 
90%.”  No, it’s really that I am responsible to God  for how I manage the whole!  For how I manage my time (that’s what 
life is made of); for how I use my talents and blessings.  It’s all gift – God’s gift:  possessions, talents, and obviously my 
life itself. . .  It all start’s with the first gift – myself. 

 Whoa!  My goodness, What’s happened to you?  You’re like a fire hose here. 

 Well, you know how I’ve wrestled with some of those heavy things we’ve  talked about concerning the life of 
prayer and the intentional spiritual life.  Sometimes I felt as  if I had to understand all that to have a spiritual life.  I’m in 
deep trouble.  But this is different, at least for me.  It’s concrete.  It’s real.  It is moving one to a whole deeper level.  I’m 
recognizing my need to give, to respond, to open my heart, to let God envelope my self, to make room for growth.   

You always talk about prayer and the BCP definition “responding to God” Stewardship for me is Prayer – respond-
ing to God!  Well, this is my response to God, my Yes. I think I’m astounded!  

This is fascinating:  I’ve never thought about it that way before.  But do you see what you’ve 
done?  Look You’ve brought the ancient prayer of oblation, right back out in front, and 
opened up a way to recover stewardship fully into the spiritual life!  Don’t you see that 
“oblation” means gift?  That “sacrifice” means “to make Holy.”  Ah yes, I know that one.  
And you are dead on target there!  Don’t you remember “. . . His one oblation of Himself, 
once offered. . . “ (BCP 334).  And don’t you remember the lines from Rt. I Eucharistic 
Prayer:  “And here we offer and present unto Thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, 
to be a reasonable, holy and living sacrifice unto Thee. . .”(BCP 336) 

Now, there you go again.  Man you really do go on and on sometimes.  I must have caught it 
from you.  I’m sure you’re right about supplications and possibilities.  But I think I’m doing 
more that scratching the surface.  It’s been such a gift already.  I don’t think I need all that to 

understand where I am now, and where I’m being led – alright, alright. 

Enough said.  And well said.  I am hearing a phrase from a Eucharist hymn, that I think you and I will  agree 
on.  It goes “Thou didst give thyself for me.  Now I give myself to Thee.”  (Hymnal 313) 
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What is Crosspointes? 
Submitted by Rev. Merrill Wade 
 
Just as Moses, in obedience, laid down his staff for the Phar-
aoh to demonstrate the majesty of God, we too have laid 
down staffs and preconceived notions about what leadership 
training is and how it 'ought to be' done. The Iona Center of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Texas, with a vision for an ever-
expanding team of Christ-centered lay leaders and clergy, is 
creating a learning program to develop, train, and commis-
sion large numbers of transformational leaders for the 
Church. Rather than a traditional skill-building approach 
with a fixed beginning and end to a course or class, Cross-
pointes: Intersections of Faith and Leadership will em-
brace a dynamic experience for building leadership compe-
tencies. This ongoing approach will strive to develop a cul-
ture in the Church of spiritually mature, Christ-centered and 
called leaders who will, in turn, develop other leaders. This 
replicating model has the power to energize individuals, con-
gregations and the whole Church on an exponentially ex-
panding scale.  

The ideal audience for Crosspointes is the burned out, fed-
up, weary current leader, as well as the untapped person in 
the pew who might not realize they have the potential for 
leadership. Clergy and lay leaders will be encouraged to at-
tend as teams but may also attend as individuals. There will 
be specialized tracks for clergy and laity and combined 
learning experiences. The participant's experience begins 
with a prerequisite Charter Weekend which will focus on the 
leader's call to Christian maturity. It will incorporate self 
assessment, experiential and story-based learning, pre-view 
the course content and culminate with the option of a per-
sonal covenant to continue. Crosspointes will be led by a 
team of trained facilitators which enables this extraordinary 
leadership formation experience to be transferable to other 
dioceses.  

Once students complete the Charter Weekend and commit to 
continue, they can choose how and when they complete the 

set of 6 modules which include: Relational Power, Servant 
Leadership, Contextual Awareness, Communication, Vi-
sion-Action, Leading Change. The module material is 
taught through a cyclical series of structured group and self-
paced independent learning activities so that students can 
choose their preferred sequence, timetable of 1 to 3 years, 
and method of learning. The content of these 6 modules will 
be offered in a variety of ways including one-day regional 
workshops, books, booklets, articles, CDs, DVDs, videos, 
significant online education, a website, and other multi-
media channels and resources. The modular system is de-
signed to teach and reach a culturally diverse audience by 
offering materials that address multiple learning styles, di-
verse needs, and allow learning to occur while juggling time, 
family, financial, and work issues. The modules will include 
assessments, accountability, and in-depth exploration of 
knowledge and skills required to lead in today's church. In 
addition, this formation experience will ask that the partici-
pants apply their new knowledge and skills for leadership in 
simple and accountable ways. There is the expectation that 
participants will not only be better leaders in the church but 
also in their personal and professional environments.  
 
Crosspointes is distinguished by a foundation of story and 
case-study application. Like Jesus who taught in parables, 
the instructional design of the weekend, modules, and learn-
ing materials will include transformational stories of real 
leaders who have already made the journey, been refined by 
the fire, and are living out their leadership calling. These 
stories will be published and serve as a marketing catalyst 
for attracting participants to the experience. In addition, elec-
tronic delivery of interviews with high profile leaders and 
lesser known persons with compelling stories of how their 
faith has supported and sustained their leadership challenges 
will serve as key anchors to every module and book, chal-
lenging the students to draw parallels in their own leadership 
challenges.  
 
First Charter Weekends will be held the summer and fall of 
2007. Questions?  Go online to 
www.crosspointesleadership.org for more information. Con-
tact the Rector and let him know if you are planning to  
participate or need other information. 

Realizing Our Unity and Building True Community: an interfaith dialogue  

with Father Thomas Keating and Sheikh Din al-Dayemi  

Saturday, May 5 from 9a.m. – 6 p.m., St. David’s Episcopal Church, Austin  

 Greetings! The Choices For Children conference with Sheikh Din al-Dayemi and Father Thomas Keating is coming up on 
May 5th. Don't forget to register. THOSE WHO REGISTER BEFORE APRIL 20TH WILL RECEIVE A  DIS-
COUNT. You can register online at http://www.dayemi.org/choicesforchildren or call (512) 894-4637.  
 In this conference these two exceptional teachers will explore how to live in the spirit of God in a heart-centered and con-
nected way with ourselves, each other and in community.  Sheikh Din Muhammad Abdullah al-Dayemi is the spiritual 
successor of the Dayera Sharif, a 750 year-old Sufi Dynasty. Father Thomas Keating is the founder of Contemplative Out-
reach, an author and teacher. The speakers are living examples of the unity found within the great spiritual traditions of 
Christianity and Islam.  The conference, entitled Realizing Our Unity and Building True Community, is from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. at St. David’s Episcopal Church in downtown Austin. The cost is $105 per person for advance registration by April 20 
and $125 after that date. Childcare and lunch are provided at additional costs. All proceeds benefit orphanages and 
schools in Bangladesh. Only 71 cents a day will take care of an orphan’s fundamental needs – food, shelter, clothing, edu-
cation, healthcare and safety. Your registration can make a meaningful difference. 
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Latest News From Your School by Russell Barnett, School Board President 

  

The gentle breeze that you experience when you come near the school is the collective 
sigh of relief from all the teachers, staff, parents and the board now that the on-site SAES ac-
creditation team has left the premises.   

It was a powerful and refreshing opportunity for all associated with the school to let 
our light so shine before others that they could see our good works.  For those who might 
question the effort and expense, let us remind you that it only comes every 10 years.  Addition-
ally, it is well worth it by a myriad of measures. 

We are entering an elite group of schools extant that have been entrusted with the highest accreditation credentials 
of Episcopal schools.  The journey has shown us not only how exceptional St. Matthew’s and the Angels are, but, also, how 
we can make ourselves even better for those we serve. 

_______ 

 Exciting news--Our final capital campaign period is beginning.  Plans are to raise the final funds for the impending ground-
breaking on our new expansion.  More detailed news about that is forthcoming. 

Stay tuned for the best opportunities to support this great place.  The permitting and site process is sooo much 
slower than we would like, but, in the end, it enables us to have a better building and surrounding area. The general contrac-
tor has been chosen and we are planning on having our doors open by next September.   

St. Matthew's School’s goal is to enter the front doors of that new building as debt free as possible.  Your tax de-
ductible support enables us to keep our non deductible tuition and fees as low as possible.  In this way we can be accessible 
and affordable to all of those who seek out St. Matthew’s Episcopal School for our future Angels.  
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Baptisms 

Clare Elizabeth Braun,  
daughter of  Kristin Braun and Allen Smith 

Miette Elizabeth Crawford,  
daughter of Heather and Corey Crawford 

Benjamin Michael Polega,  
son of Victoria and Jeff Polega 

Chloe Juliet Rizk,  
daughter of Kelly and Jim Rizk 

Ryan Alfred Swanson,  
son of Annalynn Cox and Carl Swanson 

Sallie Emma Whatley,  
daughter of Elizabeth and David Whatley 

Deaths 

Jim Dixon, brother of Gidget Fisher 

 

Permanent Endowment Fund 

 

In memory of John Harvey 

by Charles Sikes 

 

In memory of Natalie Cohen 

by Bridgette Beinecke 
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Sharing Christ’s Love: Outreach in Action 

by Esther Garcia, Outreach Chairperson 

 

On behalf of the Outreach Commission, I would to thank the 
parishioners of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church for your contri-
butions and generosity for continuing to support the 20 minis-
tries selected. The ministries that we have chosen to support 
were selected because we have church members who are active 
in that ministry. As good stewards of your money, end of year 
reports and financials are requested of each organization. By the 
end of the 2007, we will have given $36,000 from the Outreach 
Budget in the name of St. Matthew’s.  Many lives have been 
touched by your willingness to give so generously.       

2007 Outreach Commission Budget  

Ministry                                             2007 

Safeplace                                           $3,000 

Foundation For the Homeless        $2,700 

Habitat                                             $2,700 

El Buen Samaritano                        $2,500 

Caritas of Austin                             $2,400 

Kairos                                               $2,000 

St. James’ School                             $2,300 

Capital Area Food Bank                 $3,000 

Casa Marianella                               $2,700 

International Mission Honduras    $1,200 

Hope House                                      $1,000 

Samaritan Counseling Center        $1,000 

Care for the Caregivers                   $  500 

Children’s Hope Chest                     $ 500 

Women’s Storybook Project            $ 700 

Capital Idea                                       $ 500 

St. Matthew’s Day School                $ 400 

West Austin Caregivers                   $  250 

Alternative Gifts Market                 $  200 

Contingency                                      $5,700 * 

EBS Turkey Basket Project            $    250 

New Orleans Mission Trip              $    500 

                                                                   $36,000 

*Contingency funds to be used for new ministries, disaster 
relief, conferences and special projects throughout the year.    

Continued from Page 1 

Third New Orleans Mission Trip 

Collective Impressions and Paradoxes:  It's nine-
teen months after Katrina and there is much left to be 
done.  Energy is returning and the food is still 
great.  There is more traffic, which means more people 
have returned.  We see many abandoned small businesses 
-- many people have not returned.  A few FEMA trailers 
are parked in front of houses where families are repairing 
their own homes, surrounded by a neighborhood that has 
less than a dozen houses occupied.  No cars are upended 
nor trees felled but empty lots collect trash where apart-
ment buildings once stood.  Welcoming people say thanks 
for coming to our city -- jobless men scavenging for 
metal to sell to a recycling plant.  "It's not about the prop-
erty.  It's about the people."  The needs are staggering yet 
we left behind a possibility for one, two, three  fami-
lies.    A homeowner leads a prayer as departing volun-
teers circle up in her yard, arms around sweaty backs, 
gloved hands clasped, masks around necks, hard hats 
tossed aside: "Bless these your children who came from 
far away to bring blessings on me and my family; provide 
for their needs as you have provided for me...you are all 
we ever need and you are always comforting and encour-
aging us...God, our rock and our salvation--we praise 
your name!"  After three trips focused on demolition, let's 
return in the fall and help with rebuilding. 

Dear St. Matthew's Family, 

I write with much joy and anticipation. It is with much 
gratitude that I say how much I appreciate all the prayers 
and support you all have blessed me with these past  
everal years. I will graduate from Virginia Theological 
Seminary on May 17th having completed my Master of 
Divinity degree. I will also be ordained to the transitional 
Deaconate that same afternoon in the VTS chapel at 4pm. 
My wife Allison and I will move during June to begin our 
new ministries in Alabama. She will serve as Assistant 
Rector at Holy Trinity, Auburn and I will serve St. 
Stephen's, Smith Station as Deacon in charge. My  
ordination to the priesthood will be on December 11th in 
Birmingham, AL. If you happen to find your self in the 
Washington, DC area mid May, or in Birmingham mid 
December please know that you are invited to these  
ordination. I miss Austin and hope to visit soon. Please 
continue to pray for us as we pray for you all.  Below is 
my contact information until mid June. I will continue to 
use this e-mail after June.  
God's Peace,  

Eric Liles 
2647 N Van Dorn St. #12, Alexandria, VA 22302  
703-751-8091 home 703-212-4985 
ericliles@gmail.com 
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Good Read by Rita Eccles 

 
Have you ever asked yourself these questions when reading the Bible? 

 
· What does this passage really mean? 

· How does it apply in my life? 

· Why does some of the Bible seem irrelevant? 

· What do these ancient cultures have to do with today? 

· I live God, why can’t I understand what He is saying to me through His 
Word? 

What’s going on in the lives of these Bible people? 

 

     There are many study Bibles in our library.  I’ll just mention of few of them as examples for ways to answer these ques-
tion we might have had when we read certain passages of the Bible. 

 
· NIV Study Bible:      Really good introductions to the Books, Maps and indexes to help find meanings of specific words 
and also passages. 

· New King James     This is in Giant Print and is a concordance. Look up many topics and words. 

· Life Application Bible    Cross reference; Chronology of Bible Events and World Events, Parallel passage guide; out-
lines of topics at the beginning of each Book. 

Revised Standard Version Complete Concordance Any Bible passage is referenced alphabetically by a word from the pas-
sage. 

Sometimes when we are reading or studying it is helpful for us to take a little while to compare  
translations and the information found in study Bibles to answer questions we have such as those suggested at the first of 
this article (or any others we may have).   We have quite a good selection of reference Bibles and materials in the library.  
Remember you can go anytime you want to and peruse them.   The “rule of thumb” when studying or looking for a Bible to 

Yes, there is a Free Lunch!! 

by Ward Goessling 

Sunday , May 6th, immediately after the 10:30 service please 
come to Huffman Hall for lunch provided by the Building on Our 
Sure Foundation Capital Campaign’s Hospitality Committee. 

Quiet Day 
For ALL the ladies:  please join the DoK chapter for a 
Quiet Morning with Anne Province, Spiritual Director,  
in B-18, May 12, 9 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. including lunch.  
See Anne’s website at www.anneprovince.net.  The 
cost is $10.00 (Make check to St. Matthew’s and put 
DoK in the memo line and give to Diane Sparks.)  For 
more information: Diane @ 345-7757 or 
diane_sparks@sbcglobal.net. 
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Senior Sentences 

by Lucy Boyea, Minister of Senior Activities 

 

The month of May is traditionally Older Americans' Month.  
We are living longer! In the next 15 years, a Baby Boomer 
will turn 65 every 60 seconds and the fastest growing popu-
lation in the United States is those who are 85 years and 
older.  We need to address our aging as an aspect of the hu-
man experience that will best be reflected upon by men and 
women who do not seek to deny its reality for themselves.  
Being intentional about how we age is critical. 

  

Following are some observations made by the Reverend 
Helen Appleberg, convener of the recent Abundant Aging 
Conference at Camp Allen. “Living life abundantly is an  
intentional, healthy way to approach aging.  There is a tre-
mendous benefit to being together in community,  
discovering our own vitality and creativity and trying things 
we haven't done before.  We want to make sure that we offer 
a place where we can do that with intensity." How 

fortunate we are at St. Matthew's to have the Senior Activity 
Center where we can be together in community and 

experience some of the benefits Reverend Appleberg has 
advocated. 

  

May 13th has been designated as Senior Sunday at 
St. Matthew's and we will acknowledge our senior members 
at the 10:30 A.M. service on that day. we invite members 
and non-members alike to join us for this occasion. 

Third Annual Conference on Aging Well 

Saturday, May 5, 2007, 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. –  
Riverbend Church, 4214 N. Capital of Texas Highway  

Elder Boomers – Crossing the Bridge - Austin seniors, those in the “sandwich generation,” 
and their family members get answers to their questions and share their  experiences at the  
Third Annual Conference on Aging Well on Saturday, May 5,  8:30 to 2:30 at Riverbend 
Church, 4214 North Capital of Texas Highway.  The keynote speaker will be Dr. Carl Pick-
hardt whose address is titled “Simple Gifts: Growing Old Enough to Appreciate What Really 
Counts.”  Workshops on coping with transitions and challenges, appropriate diet, staying ac-
tive socially, staying fit, and blessings and spirituality are among those to round out a busy conference schedule.  Time to 
get acquainted and a box lunch are included and the cost is only $20 for the entire day.  Register today by contacting Dean 
Busboom, Pastor to Senior Adults at Riverbend Church, www.riverbend.com/agingconference  or telephone 327-3540 
ext.334.  Planning committee members represent:  Riverbend Church, All Saints Episcopal Church, Episcopal Church of 
the Resurrection, St. James Episcopal Church, St. Louis Catholic Church, St. Luke’s on the Lake Episcopal Church, and St. 
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, and other volunteers.    
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Summary of Operating Revenues & Expenses 

March, 2007 
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 MTD Actual  MTD Budget  YTD Actual  YTD Budget  

Pledges   $  71,423.50  $   81,000.00  $ 241,989.74  $ 261,000.00 

Non-Pledge & 
Cash 

 $    3,318.35  $   15,000.00  $   21,431.48  $   28,700.00 

Good Faith   $    2,638.10  $     3,000.00  $     7,055.87  $     9,000.00 

Other Income   $    5,288.71  $     6,365.00  $   14,117.81  $   16,262.00 

Total Income   $  82,668.66  $ 105,365.00  $ 284,594.90  $ 314,962.00 

Total Expenses   $  91,288.44  $ 101,698.01  $ 264,854.87  $ 299,339.03 

Income vs. 
 Expenses  

 $   (8,619.78)  $     3,666.99  $   19,740.03  $   15,622.97 
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