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�May 17, 2007 

From the Rector 

I write during a week of special festivities! 

ETSS Graduation 
Earlier this week, on Tuesday, May 15, St. Matthew’s hosted 
the Commencement Service and Holy Eucharist for the Epis-
copal Seminary of the Southwest.  The church was filled to 
capacity to bestow degrees upon deserving students, honor-
ary doctorates on worthy benefactors and leaders, and to 
hear the Commencement Address from the Presiding Bishop 
of the Episcopal Church, the Most Reverend Katharine  
Jefferts Schori.  Her sermon can be heard in its entirety on 
the St. Matthew’s website – www.stmattsaustin.org.   
In her sermon she gave significant details of her recent visit 
to the Episcopal Diocese of Honduras and the many ways 
she sees the Episcopal Church there fulfilling its mission to 
serve those in need.  In developing her words to shape an 
understanding of pastoral ministry for those graduating, she 
was making the point that pastoral work, soul work, is at-
tending to the most pressing needs of human living.  In Hon-
duras (her example) the church was meeting basic needs like 
hunger, housing, clothing, - building blocks necessary for a 
person or family to be safe and to explore their own spiritu-
ality.  Her key word for the graduates was to “love the peo-
ple that God sets before you.”  Respect their dignity.  Wise 
words – I am still learning. 

Continued on Page 2 

 

From the Senior Warden 
 With profound gratitude, I find myself reflecting 
on  my 25th year as a parishioner of St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church.  This year is all the more special in serving as your 
Senior Warden.  My experience at St. Matthew’s is another 
representation of grace.  A state of grace in which I find my-
self indebted to many parishioners that I will neither meet 
nor be able to thank in these present times.  This condition 
also speaks to the legacy left by prior generations.  Looking 
further back, it is but a blink of the eye, over historical times, 
that we continue the Liturgy of worship services at St. Mat-
thew’s.  

 When looking in the rear-view mirror of life, I find 
that I am only able to perceive a glimpse of much deeper 
meanings about the totality of my experiences of life.  The 
journey has taken unexpected paths and it is in sharing this 
journey with my family and the St Matthew’s community 
that it is an even richer experience.  It has been very surpris-
ing and unexpected at times when others in the larger com-
munity of humanity have affirmed the value of the experi-
ences in this journey with St. Matthew’s community 

 I am not able to point to a profound event in my 
spiritual walk over the last 25 years.  I can certainly state that 
I look through a different lens, shaped by many people and 
ministries at St. Matthew’s.  It is with continuing gratitude 
when attending Sunday services, and adult education and 
other activities that I appreciate the most generous gifts and 
pledges made to the Sure Foundation campaign.   

 Where would we be today if it were not for the 
Clergy and the involvement of many lay leaders, since the 
parish had its genesis in 1958?  I can only express thanks to 
the faithful that made St. Matthew’s the vibrant community 
of worshipers that it is today.  

In Peace, 

Tom Canby 

The Christian Celebration of Easter in Antiquity -  
June 3 at 9 am in Huffman Hall.  This class by Marty Novak 
will examine the earliest Christian traditions concerning the 
celebration of Easter, the reconciliation and standardization 
of the many local Christian Easter traditions in the 4th and 
5th centuries A.D., and the manner in which Christians pub-
licly celebrated Easter in Jerusalem in the late 4th century 

June 10, 17 and 24 - The Sacraments of Confession and Unction (Healing) by the Rev. Jim Williams - Fr. Williams 
will use the Book of Common Prayer, Scripture and other sources to teach a three week class on these important sacraments 
of the church.  The classes will be held on June 10, 17, and 24 at 9:15AM in Huffman Hall.  
 All adults are invited! 
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Continued from Page 1 

Kindergarten Graduation 

Another special festivity was Kindergarten Graduation at St. 
Matthew’s School.  This is another service of leave-taking.  
In my “sermon” I told the children to never forget that St. 
Matthew’s loves them and that they are always welcome and 
invited to “come home”.  At the end of the service the chil-
dren sang two songs.  One of them is called “I Am a Prom-
ise” and it reveals the sweet and profound truth that these 
children are a bundle of gifts, promises and potentialities – 
each of them brimming with curiosity, God’s love and joy!  
So it is with each of us, if we dare to look deep within and 
claim the very belovedness bestowed upon each of us by 
God in baptism. 

Kevin Schubert  

Last month I announced that we will soon have a third, full-
time, ordained minister on the staff at St. Matthew’s.  Kevin 
Schubert will begin his work with us on Monday, June 18.  
He will be ordained a deacon on Saturday, June 23, at Christ 
Church Cathedral in Houston.  All that desire to attend his 
ordination are encouraged to go!  Susan and I’ll be there!  As 
a deacon, Kevin will read the gospel, prepare the table for 
the Holy Communion, serve communion, preach, and say the 
dismissal at the conclusion of the liturgy.  Our task is to help 
Kevin learn how to be a deacon and a priest, while we are 
doing that we will enjoy his obvious pastoral and leadership 
skills with families, youth and young adults! 

Youth Mission Trip June 3-8. 2007 

We have just this week received details of our Middle 
School mission trip to work in downtown Houston in con-
junction with Christ Church Cathedral.  Some 14 of us will 
spend 5 nights and days learning and working in various 
ministries in downtown Houston.  Each day has a theme, 
such as Urban Poverty, Addressing Urban Hunger, Life on 
the Edge, and Life in Transit.  We will work in shelters, 
feeding ministries, housing ministries and other important 
life sustaining ministries, most of which were founded by 
Episcopal congregations.  Keep us in your prayers. 

 

 

Bible Basics for Youth 

It will be my pleasure, again, to teach youth on Sunday 
mornings in the month of June.  Our topic will be called Bi-
ble Basics.  We will go through the writing and development 
of the Bible, explain the Old and New Covenants, study the 
prophets, and read the through the New Testament with spe-
cial emphasis on Jesus, his teachings and the meaning of his 
death and resurrection.  This is class is open to any member 
of the congregation age 12 and older but will be focused on 
the youth in attendance.  We will meet June 3, 10, 17 and 24 
on Sunday mornings at 9:15AM in Room B-18. 

Sunday school through June 24 –  
then we will take a break! 

All our Sunday school classes, for all ages, will continue 
through June 24.  We will then take our annual sabbatical 
from Sunday school through July until Sunday, August 5.  
We will resume with classes for all ages on Sunday, August 
12. 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal School Board of Trustees 

I have accepted an invitation to serve on the Board of Trus-
tees of St. Stephen’s School, which is, as you know, a dioce-
san school of the Diocese of Texas.  Although I have much 
to learn about this school and its national and international 
impact, I enter this process grateful of the opportunity to rep-
resent St. Matthew’s.  This will be a three year term. 

 

Discipline of Prayer 

Finally, I want to encourage each of you to maintain, or be-
gin, a discipline of prayer.  Our lives are so involved and 
stressful; we can simply lose our consciousness of God’s 
presence in us and around us.  I continue to keep a discipline 
of contemplation as well as I am able - which is not well 
enough.  As the Psalmist sings “God is our refuge and 
strength.”  How can we know that when our hearts and 
minds are so distracted?  Times of silence day by day can 
mean so much… 

 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Merrill 
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Latest News From Your Day School as of the First of May  
by Pam Littlefield, Day School Director and Russell Barnett, School Board President 

  Whew! The end of the school's year is fast approaching even though the calendar says we 
have several weeks to go as this is being written. 

It will soon be time to say goodbye to this school year and to some of our great people who depart 
as required by the bylaws and the passage of time.    

  Congratulations to our graduating Kindergarten children! Members of this distin-
guished class are Victoria Alcocer, Ian Chiu, Lucca Delsantos, Emily Evans, Tess Fallon, Ty 
Heironimus, Jake Huggins, Aubrey Levine, Alanna Moore, Caroline Parker, Gina Perkins, Ethan Ratcliff, Nick 
Schell, and Preston Skelding.  
  New trustees Courtney Morehead and Sandy Flores are welcomed to the Board of Trustees.  Babs Clendenin has 
also agreed to serve as a new trustee.  She returns after a wonderful year as a trustee in the role of Vestry Representative.  
These new stewards bring a wealth of talent which we intend to put to good use.   

  We say thank you for incredible service to those trustees leaving us after three fulfilling years-Pat Boon and Sydney 
Searcy.  They cannot be replaced anymore than good friends; they will be truly missed. 

  St. Matthew's Episcopal School continues to be your soundly run mission.  We serve an increasingly varied cross 
section of faiths from our community.  It is an outreach of outstanding and continuing success.   

Building on Our Sure Foundation Campaign Status Report 

 by Kevin McGillicuddy 

May 6, 2007 was Commitment Sunday for the St. Matthew's Capital Stewardship Cam-
paign.  Our Campaign goal is to raise $2.25 million for various projects on the campus, for 
Capital Outreach projects and for the Permanent Endowment.  As of Friday, May 18, 2007 
we have received 175 pledges or  other gifts totaling $1,765,939.  Of this, $43,984 was  

directed by the donors to Capital Outreach projects and $43,984 to the Permanent Endowment.  Therefore, as of this writ-
ing, the amount pledged to Capital projects to be spent at St. Matthew's is $1,677,971.  Put another way, in the first week 
and a half after Commitment Sunday we have received gifts or pledges totaling about 78% of our stated goal.  This is a 
great start, but we still have a ways to go in order to reach our goal.   

  Now we are in the three year period during which time we will be following up with those who have pledged.  Our 
purpose of course is to realize the amount of those pledges.  In addition, we will continue to solicit commitments from  
persons who may wish to pledge but who for one reason or another have not yet turned in a pledge.  This will include those 
who newly arrive at St. Matthew's during this time.  The three year follow-up period will also provide time for those who 
have been unable to make a commitment beyond a gift in the first year of this campaign to prayerfully consider whether 
they will be able to make a gift in years two and/or three.  In addition, during this three year period the Vestry at St. Mat-
thew's will continue to consider its priorities for capital projects on campus beyond those to which it has already commit-
ted.   

  St. Matthew's thanks all of you who have supported this campaign through your participation on a campaign team 
and through your prayers, pledges and donations.  This is an exciting time in the life of St. Matthew's, and we are truly 
grateful to those of you who have been and who will continue to be so generous with the talents and treasure that God has 
entrusted to you. 

����by Rev. Susan Barnes 

Sunday School in June:  Bible Basics for Youth, taught by our Rector, Merrill Wade.    
Every Sunday in June, 9:15-10:15 in B-18. 

June-3-8, Middle School Mission Trip to Houston.    
Fourteen of us will travel together for five days of ministry to urban poor.   Thank you for your help and your support.  
Please keep us in your prayers. 

Stay Tuned in June.  St. Matthew's Youth graduates, Clare Brock and Matthew Abrahamson, are planning some fun times 
for Youth in June.  We'll keep you posted on the web and the Weekly Word. 

�

��������	
��������	
��������	
��������	
 �



-��

�

���
�����

Outreach Ministry of the Month:  Casa Marianella 

By Esther Garcia 

St. Matthew’s Outreach ministries provide financial and volunteer support to 
programs that offer shelter and services to those in need. Casa Marianella is a 
ministry that provides food, clothing, English classes, job placement assis-
tance and a safe, temporary homelike environment for refugees and immi-
grants, who are primarily from South American countries.  The clients at 
Casa Marianella aim for self-sufficiency. 

Casa Marianella 

Currently the organization is kicking off a capital campaign to expand their 
facilities. Two homes have recently been purchased, one to house single 
women and their children, many of whom are applying for political asylum 
based on claims of abuse in their home countries that their own government 
cannot protect them from. Another home, recently purchased across the street 
will provide community services such as English and computer classes, sup-
port groups and will allow for an office and meeting space. In addition, the 
new space will provide for programming for the many women who currently 
come to Casa to get the women’s domestic job list and to look for clothes.                         
 

Mary Lou Henshaw and Sarah Williams lead this ministry, organizing 
monthly meals and providing much needed support. The clients at Casa 
Marianella look forward to the great meals that arrive on the last Friday of 
every month. The staff and clients at Casa are also grateful to be able to 
count on the financial support of St. Matthew’s.  The financial gift recently 
received was a very timely one, as the organization was running short of in-
come. Thank you, St. Matthew’s for your huge heart and willingness to share 
Christ’s love.    

WOW!!!!! 

$21,847 was collected for the 
Heifer Project 

St. Matthew’s did it again 

 by Cynthia Wilson 
 This means that more than four arks full of animals will be sent 
along with instructions about how to raise the animals, supplies to house 
them, and medicine to keep them safe. 

  It is such a blessing to think about the difference it will make in im-
poverished villages.  As the animals multiply, there will be food ,  clothing, 
and money to buy medicine.  Best of all, the gift will keep on giving as 
neighbors share with one another. 
 Thanks to all the groups in the church that joined together to buy 
animals.  The Youth Group made presentations to all of the classes. 

 Ark Banks full of coins were collected by the Day School and the 
Sunday School.  Young people gave their allowance or gave up cokes for 
Lent. The Vestry,  The Daughters of the King, Community of Hope,  Tues-
day Night Bible Study, Thursday Men’s Bible Study, Order of St. Luke all 
joined together to help.  

  A very special thanks to six year old Nathaniel Wright.   Nathaniel 
worked very hard with bake sales and odd jobs and raised $451.25.    What a 
great example to all of us 

Outreach Ministry of the Month:   
Capital Idea 

By Esther Garcia 

Capital Idea is going strong with 650 partici-
pants currently enrolled in its programs.  In 
February 2007, Capital Idea, a non-profit, 
interfaith community based organization that 
strives to move people out of poverty into 
skilled jobs, graduated 500 students. The 
goal of this organization is to encourage its 
participants to acquire the life and technical 
skills needed to enter high-skill, high-value 
occupations, including Healthcare, High 
Tech and Accounting Careers. Capital Idea 
collaborates closely with employers to en-
sure that all participants will secure a career 
job after graduation.  Participants who qual-
ify receive financial assistance and support 
from Capital Idea for tuition, fees, books, 
childcare and transportation, if needed. Par-
ticipants are followed by a caseworker while 
enrolled in the program.   The success sto-
ries shared with the Outreach Commission 
have been uplifting and encouraging. 
Through support from St. Matthew’s, the 
future is brighter for so many.             
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St. Matthew’s Volunteers at  
Austin’s Habitat for Humanity  

by Pat Naeve 

 Saturday, April 28th was one of those win, win, win 
days for all.  The sun was bright, the sky was clear, the tem-
perature started off moderately. 

 Twenty-three members from St. Matthew’s congre-
gated at 6204 Montana Street at 8 AM that morning to work 
on Carmen’s house.  Carmen Huerta had qualified to pur-
chase a house from Austin’s Habitat for Humanity.   

 To meet that criterion, Carmen first had to demon-
strate need.  She had to be living in substandard housing.  
Secondly, she had to commit 400 hundred hours of her own 
time to Habitat.  Before she could even pick out her lot, she 
had to volunteer 200 hours working on others’ homes.  Fi-
nally, she had to prove ability to pay.  Unlike what many 
think, these homes are not free.  Carmen will pay $500 per 
month on mortgage, taxes, and insurance for the next thirty 
years on an interest free loan. 

 Carmen can do that.  She works at a plastic factory 
in the St. Elmo area of east Austin.  Though small in stature, 
she obviously is fiercely determined to provide a safe, attrac-
tive environment for her two elementary age boys, her 
mother, her sister-in-law and young nephew. 

 Our crew from St. Matt’s was there that day to put 
the final touches on Carmen’s home.   We were charged with 
completing the outside fence that enclosed the backyard, 
weed whacking the backyard, trimming-out and painting the 
front porch, touch-up painting the interior, and clean-up for 
windows, base boards, etc. following major construction.  
Carmen worked along beside us the entire day.  She wa�� our 
“boss” and our ultimate point of focus. 

For the volunteers from St Matthew’s this was an excellent 
opportunity to put names with faces that we see on a regular 
basis at church.  So often at church, we smile, nod, go on our 
way but miss the opportunity to speak at length.  Today we 
talked.  We not only learned names, we learned about the 
fabric of each others lives.  We shared concerns about ill-
nesses,  news of upcoming trips, pride in our children, stories 
about how we got to St. Matthew’s all while digging, level-
ing, hammering, painting, trimming, and cleaning Carmen’s 
house.   

 As we looked around the neighborhood, we could 
see that Carmen’s house was not the only one being worked 
on that Saturday.  There must have been half a dozen similar 
houses with similar volunteers and similar owners- to- be all 
busily working to provide a haven for a family.  In fact the 
Catholic Diocese turned the house they were working on 
over to the owner that afternoon.  We were told as tradition 
goes, the new owner received the keys to the home and then 
promptly turned to a newly designated owner -to- be and 
passed the hammer to continue the building. 

 We left Carmen’s house that afternoon with a fence 
almost finished (the supply of pickets ran out before we did); 
we left her backyard mowed, her front porch painted and 
trimmed, her interior walls and base boards touched-up with 
fresh paint, and the windows cleaned of all that extraneous 
paint! 

 We from St. Matt’s left one another with a better 
understanding of who we are.  We shared that delicious fa-
tigue that is rewarded to those who manually labor  and is 
wonderfully soothed by a hot shower – and sometimes bed.  
We shared a peace that today we had been working for Car-
men and for God.       
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Births 
Timothy Lleyton Drennon, born April 30, 2007, son of 

Megan and Timothy Drennon, great grandson of Lucy Boyea 
 

Transfers 

Pete Ippolito and Caroline Cook 

Carl Samuel Ferguson 

Nora C Foster 

�

Baptism 

Corey Don Crawford 

 

 

Permanent Endowment Fund 

Douglas Webster 

Victoria and Jeff Polega 
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Interfaith Hospitality Network  
by Sharon Lowe 

The Interfaith Hospitality Net-
work (IHN) is a national tempo-
rary shelter program for homeless 
families with dependent children, 
administered locally by Founda-

tion for the Homeless (FFH).  FFH has operated in Austin 
for approximately 20 years. 

 All potential IHN families are screened through a 
rigorous intake procedure. For example, families with histo-
ries of felonies, recent untreated substance abuse or violence 
are ineligible. Eligible families then work with a FFH/IHN 
case manager to address the issues that resulted in homeless-
ness. The program aims for each family to complete their 
goals and shelter stay within 90 days. After the families 
graduate from IHN, they can receive case management and 
other assistance through FFH’s Passages program for up to 
18 months.  

 Typically, families move each week to a different 
congregation in their network, receiving overnight accom-
modations from Sunday evening through Saturday. Guests 
arrive late Sunday afternoon, are on site at the congregation 
from approximately 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 a.m. on weekdays 
and all day on Saturday. 

 IHN is heavily dependent on volunteers working 
within two networks of “host” and “support” congrega-
tions—North and South. A host congregation provides over-
night lodging and meals for 3 to 5 families (up to 15 people) 
for one week at time, three or four weeks a year.  “Hosting” 
means providing: private rooms for each family; a room for 
two overnight hosts to sleep; spaces for family dining and 
activities; restrooms, preferably with showers; and 12-60 
volunteers who provide food and companionship over the 
course of the week.  “Support” congregations do not host 

within their own facilities but send volunteers and meals to 
other  
congregations. 

 Some congregations prefer to host one week per 
quarter. Since St. Matthew’s joined IHN as a host congrega-
tion in 2004, however, we have tried to host two or more 
sequential weeks during the summer hiatus of other non-
worship activities. This year, we will be hosting for two 
weeks beginning July 1. We are hosting the South network 
families July 1 to July 8 and the North network families July 
8 to July 15. We will have the unusual opportunity of hosting 
all the families in the program for one week each. North Net-
work families will move out early on the morning of Sunday, 
July 15. 

 This year, we will not have access to the modular 
youth building where showers and laundry facilities were 
located. We are working on alternative arrangements. Volun-
teers  are needed for set-up and tear-down at the beginning 
and end of the families’ stay, to cook an evening meal for up 
to16, and for three hosting shifts each evening: Dinner (5:30-
7:00), Evening(6:00-8:30) and Overnight (8:30pm-7:00am). 
“Safeguarding God’s Children” and IHN volunteer training 
will be made available to those who need it. 

 IHN is a relatively easy and fun way to involve your 
family in the ministries of hospitality and social justice. 
Many are so smitten with the guests that they volunteer mul-
tiple times in a single hosting period!  We will begin signing 
up volunteers in the Commons and on our website starting 
late May. If you have questions or are interested in volun-
teering, please contact Amy Novak at 
amy_m_novak@earthlink.com or Sharon Lowe at 345-1990 
or sharonylowe@hotmail.com 

 

 

Received 

Patricia M. Brubaker 

Delta Sue Best 

Shannon Kimberly Eppright 

Kathleen Ann Ferguson 

Paul Arthur Huggins 

Tello Leal, III 

Peggy Maxwell 

 

 

 

 

Confirmed 

Corey Don Crawford 

Heather Lynn Crawford 

Shelly Lynn Heinrich 

Elizabeth Nunez Huggins 

Linda Annette Leal 

Jennifer Grace Ratteree 

Michael Morris Ratterree 

Che Wilcox 
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Share God’s Love With A Russian Orphan 
by Janie McMahan 

 

 In March of this year, I traveled to the snowy reaches of Russia with 14 other travelers 
from around the U.S. to visit several orphanages of older, orphaned and abandoned children in 
the regions of Ivanovo, Kostroma, and Kirov.  Led by the non-profit organization Children’s 
Hope Chest, we visited more than 1,000 children in 11 orphanages and two Hope Chest minis-
try centers.  During our two-week trip, we traveled in a chartered bus over icy, snowy, narrow, 
pot-hole ridden Russian roads to give hugs and share God’s love with some very sad children. 

 

 Most children living in Russian orphanages are “social orphans.”  This means that they 
have at least one living parent who cannot, or will not, care for them.  In most cases, the parents have lost their parental 
rights due to problems resulting from alcoholism or other substance abuse.  Most children “age out” of  orphanages around 
the age of 16.  At this point, with no preparation, skills, or support to live on their own, the real despair sets in.  These are 
the statistics for a child leaving a Russian orphanage: 

 50% resort to crime to survive 

 30% prostitute themselves for food 

 60% abuse alcohol and/or drugs 

 15% end their own lives 

 Partnering with churches, businesses, and community organizations, Children’s Hope Chest works to meet the 
needs of children while in the orphanage, but also to provide programs to prepare and assist the children when they leave 
the orphanage and are on their own in life. 

 A large part of the group’s mission is obtaining sponsorships for individual children.  This is where the St. Mat-
thew’s community can help.  With the approval of St. Matt’s Outreach Commission and Vestry, our parish has the opportu-
nity to help the children living in the Makarye orphanage in a suburb of Kirov, Russia.  For a small monthly sponsorship 
fee, you can sponsor one of the “Makarye Kids” and help meet the medical, physical, educational, emotional, and spiritual 
needs of a child who has been emotionally scarred by the loss of his/her parents.  Through your care and concern, you will 
share God’s love through relationship with a very needy child.  Sponsorship is simple and the requirements are these: 

 $34 monthly sponsorship fee 

 Write letters to your sponsored child 

 Pray for your sponsored child 

 My sponsored child is Nastya T.  She is a 12-year old social orphan who likes music, crafts, watching movies, and 
attending music class.  Her personality is described as friendly and outgoing.  A few Makarye children have already been 
sponsored by St. Matthew’s parishioners.  Our goal is to have a sponsor for each child living at Makarye.  Sponsorship in-
formation, and photographs and profiles of the children available for sponsorship can be viewed by contacting me at 
512.341.7432, or emailing me at jmcduncan@aol.com.    Please join me in sharing God’s love with these precious children. 
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Summer will be here before you know it…and we’re making 
plans for a fun filled summer for the children of our St. Mat-
thew’s family!  Instead of a “traditional” Vacation Bible 
School that lasts for four or five days, we will be hosting 
“Superstar Summer” on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days of EACH week in June and July (except for the week of 
the 4th of July).  We will spend our time together learning 
about people from the Bible as well as modern day heroes 
who are “superstars” for God.  We’ll have a “training plan” 
of our own that will help us grow into the “superstars” God 
wants us to be!   The schedule offers each child, regardless 
of age, two mornings a week of fun and fellowship… 
 Tuesdays will be “Primary Pals Days” with fun, 
games, lessons and projects specifically selected for children 
who are 3 years of age through children who will complete 
the First Grade this year.  Note that all children must be 
potty trained. 

Wednesdays ALL children, age 3 years through 
fifth graders, are invited to join us for a morning of fun. In 
addition to fun and games, lessons and crafts, we will offer a 
lively, child-friendly, interactive mid-week Chapel service-
for children and parents! 

Thursdays will be devoted to our older children – 
this year’s 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5thgraders.  There will be games 
and projects, lessons and FUN geared “up” to meet the needs 
and interest level of our older children. 

 We will begin at 9:30 each morning and will spend 
our time together rotating through a series of stations where 
the children will enjoy arts and crafts projects, games, a 
snack and a “lesson of the day.”  Children are invited to 
bring a lunch and stay with us until 1:00. 

Questions:  

 Does my child have to come for the whole series?  
NO!  That’s the whole idea of offering a program all summer 
long.  We didn’t want any child to miss out on the fun!  Of 
course, we’d LOVE to have them with us all summer!  What 
a great way to build a new circle of “church buddies!”  Each 
week is designed to “stand alone” so if you are going to be 
out of town one week or if your child is registered for camp 
one week, they are welcome to join us when they are in town 
and won’t feel like they have been left out. 

 Does my child have to stay all morning?  NO!  
But…the longer they are here the more fun they will have! 
The “official” program will end at Noon each day.  “Lunch 
Bunch” will be a more relaxed social interaction time…still 
lots of fun, but less “structure.” 

 Do I have to register my child in advance? Yes…
calling or emailing Kathy Dugat will reserve your child a 
spot.  You can register for only one day or for all summer.  
Registration begins May 1st.  Please register one week in ad-
vance to give us time to adjust staffing and round up sup-
plies. 

 What is the registration fee?  Registration fees will 
generally be $5 per child per day to cover supplies.  There 
will be a couple of weeks when we will have a special pro-
ject going.  On those weeks, the fee will be slightly more, 

but no more than $10 per child. 

What if our plans change?  Walk ins are welcome 
on a space available basis!  We have to make sure we have 
adequate supervision for all children at all times.  You are 
welcome to just “show up” and see if we have room, but 
please understand that if we are “full” we may have to turn 
you away at the door for that day.  We’ll be glad to sign you 
up for the next session before you leave!  If you have regis-
tered, and you  aren’t able to make it, you will be responsible 
for the registration fee for that day. 

Can my child bring a friend?  Yes!  The more the 
merrier!  Just be sure to register them when you register your 
child.  You are also welcome to register a “spot” without 
putting a child’s name in the blank. 

Does my child have to be potty trained?  YES!  
No exceptions. 

Do I have to fill out any forms?  Yes!  There will 
be a registration and medical release form available in the 
church office and on line beginning June 1.  Each child…
including guests…will need to have completed forms on file 
before they can stay with us for the day.  You will only need 
to complete one form for the whole summer. 

Can parents join the fun? Absolutely!  Parents are 
welcome to join us any time!!!  First, we need your help (see 
volunteer info below)!  Parents of younger children are espe-
cially welcome.  Parents might want to plan to stay for the 
mid-week Chapel service on Wednesdays, or to bring a 
lunch for themselves and join us for lunch. 

How can I help? We thought you’d never ask!  We 
need helpers to actually work with the children during the 
morning…manning the check in table, supervising arts and 
crafts projects, organizing games, preparing snacks, helping 
with the Chapel service, supplying snacks…the list goes on 
and on!  You are invited to help out ONE day or all summer 
long!  Call or email Kathy…she’ll find the perfect place for 
you to help! 

Questions?  Want to Volunteer? Contact Kathy 
Dugat at 343-7989 or kdugat@austin.rr.com. 

Registration forms may be downloaded from the website 

Www.StMattsAustin.Org 
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Brotherhood of St. Andrew New Testament Conference  
by Bill Kjellstrand 
 
 All men of St. Matthew’s are invited to the Conference on New Testament Studies: 
“Jesus and the Kingdom of God,” led by the Rev. Merrill Wade.  It will be held at Wessendorf 
Ranch near Blanco, starting Friday evening, June 29, and ending before noon on Sunday, July 1.  
Fr. Wade will lead a study of the Kingdom of God as preached and lived by Jesus. We will use 
modern scholarship to study the parables of Jesus, his healings and miracles, and the meaning of 
his death and resurrection for the Church. 
 
 There will be plenty of singing! There will be four sessions, and each will start with music led by our choir director 
Jim Henderson. There also will be plenty of time for fellowship, study, naps, even swimming. Fr. Jim Williams will be our 
chaplain and lead morning and evening prayers as well as the Eucharist on Sunday. 
Our registrar*, Bud Payne*, and he and his helpers will be available in the Narthex for registration before and after the 
10:30 a.m. service. The cost is $60, with checks payable to St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church. 
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is sponsoring the conference. For more information, contact Jim Sparks (345-7757) or John 
Bindel (246-7285). A brochure is available with conference details. 
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UTO– United Thank Offering 

June is UTO (United Thank Offering) 
Month! The Ingathering at  
St. Matthew’s will be Sunday,  
June 17th. Members of the ECW will 
pass around the blue collection baskets during the 10:30 a.m. 
service. You may, however, turn in your UTO offerings at 
any time during the month of June. Please remember to note 
"UTO" on the memo line of your check as you give gener-
ously to this worthwhile cause. UTO money funds projects 
and programs which meet compelling human needs and/or 
expand the mission and ministry of the church. 
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Summary of Operating Revenues and Expenses 

APRIL 30, 2007 
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 MTD Actual  MTD Budget YTD Actual  YTD Budget 

Pledges  $    79,572.50  $  81,000.00  $321,562.24  $342,000.00 

Non-Pledge & Cash  $    10,174.75  $  12,000.00  $  31,606.23  $  40,700.00 

Good Faith  $      3,678.11  $    4,000.00  $  10,733.98  $  13,000.00 

Other Income  $      8,419.74  $    7,090.00  $  22,537.55  $  23,317.00 

Total Income  $  101,845.10  $104,090.00  $386,440.00  $419,017.00 

Total Expenses  $    82,584.47  $  94,769.97  $347,439.34  $394,109.00 

Income vs. Expenses  $    19,260.63  $    9,320.03  $  39,000.66  $  24,908.00 
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