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From Our New Curate, Kevin Schubert 
It is a pleasure for me to introduce myself to such a 

vibrant community.  I look forward to getting to know each 
of you better as time progresses.  To begin, I would like to 
tell you a little about myself so you can get acquainted with 
me as a new member of your church staff.  As many of you 
know I have been called to serve God through St. Matthew’s 
as curate, in other words, as a member of the clergy who as-
sists the rector.  As a newly ordained member of the clergy I 
will be undergoing various transitions throughout the next 
couple of years.  This is especially true within the first year.  
I recently graduated from the Episcopal Theological  
Seminary of the Southwest here in Austin and was ordained 
into the transitional Deaconate on June 23 at Christ Church 
Cathedral in Houston.  The church requires a minimum of 
six months in this transitional role in order to prepare for 
priesthood, and so, God willing, in the beginning of 2008 
during the season of Epiphany, I will be ordained into the 
priesthood. 

The path that led me to the ordained ministry was a 
road that helped solidify my belief in and continued worship 
of Christ as my Lord and Savior.  I was born and raised 
down the road from Austin in the small town of Brenham.  
My parents, who still live in Brenham, instilled in me at an 
early age the importance of prayer and devotion to God. I 
grew up attending St. Peter’s Episcopal Church,  where I 
was extremely involved in the community as an acolyte, lay 
reader, youth group member, and youth group organizer.  
Since third grade I was actively involved at Camp Allen as a 
camper, counselor, senior staff, and eventually a director.  
Camp Allen remains a sacred place in my spirituality.  Upon 
graduation from Brenham High, I enrolled in Southwest 
Texas State University in San Marcos.  As I was introduced 
to different concepts and world views, I slowly began to 
question the existence of God.  Eventually I became an athe-
ist and wholeheartedly delved into my studies of anthropol-
ogy.  After an eye opening experience I had in the deserts of 
Arabia working as an archaeologist I realized that there was 
something divine, larger than me, and therefore became an 
agnostic.   My studies as an archaeologist proved to be an 
immense part of my development, as my travels led me to 
see oppressive conditions quite different from the comforts 
of home. 

Continued on Page 2 

Let’s Celebrate! 

50th Anniversary Open Planning Meeting  

by Rev. Merrill Wade 

On Pentecost Sunday I announced during my sermon that 
2008 would be the 50 year anniversary for St. Matthew's 
Episcopal Church, Austin.  I see a 50th Anniversary as a 
time to rejoice in the past, fully appreciate the present and 
take stock for the future.  I'd like for us to begin the planning 
process in the following way: 

 On Sunday, July 8, immediately following the 
10:30 a.m. service, those teenagers and adults who  are 
willing to participate are encouraged to go to Huffman 
Hall  for a simple "finger-food" lunch prepared by Louise 
Waddill and her faithful band of kitchen workers who are 
dedicated to building community at St. Matthew's.  Please 
contact Louise if you are willing to help prepare some sim-
ple food for the event.   
 After a brief lunch, we will gather around The Rev. 
Jim Williams who will graciously lead us in a brainstorming 
process for the Anniversary celebration( s).  Come prepared 
with your ideas.  What do YOU want to celebrate about the 
life and history of St. Matthew's, whether you have been 
here 30 days, weeks, months or years?  Already young adult 
members of the church have come to me asking to help with 
the history writing.  Others have shown an interest in plan-
ning a party.  So be it.   
 Come with your ideas and be willing to feed off one 
another for good ideas.  No one will be asked to volunteer to 
lead or accomplish anything at this meeting — this is only a 
planning session looking for ideas and concepts.  We will 
meet again in August to begin sorting out who will volunteer 
for what roles, etc.  Please come!!   
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Reprinted by request 

Conversation on Contemplative Prayer 

by Fr. Jim Williams 

A quiet time in a quiet suburb 
Sitting on my deck one afternoon in an attempt to be 

in twenty minutes of silence for Centering Prayer, I had the 
following experience:  A neighbor started a lawn mower, 
followed by a blower; a freight train went by three blocks 
away; first a helicopter flew overhead, followed by a jet; I 
became aware of MOPAC in the background; the trash truck 
made its clanking pick-up, accompanied by the beeping 
back-up warning; a school bus revved-up after dropping off 
students; the dryer timer dinged that the load was done; a car 
went by with heavy metal music blaring; another neighbor 
cranked up a power washer to clean out her gutters; my cell 
phone rang; and my wife called out to see where I had disap-
peared to.  Solitude in the suburbs! 

The Patterns of Our Lives 
 The complex patterns of our lives are created by 
many different decisions made over time, reflecting the vari-
ety of our priorities.  Most feel so fixed and familiar as to 
seem set in stone.  The weekly round of work and school are 
most prominent for many people, accompanied by the neces-
sary time for tasks of management and maintenance of the 
household, food for the family, and ah yes, sleeping.  Then 
there are all sorts of things competing for the “free time” that 
remains, such as it is! 

 How difficult it is to structure a time of solitude into 
the patterns of our lives.  It is sometimes difficult to even 
imagine any changes in our patterns.  We have chosen the 

patterns, now they rule our lives.  Yet everything we have to 
come to know about the spiritual life – about our very life 
itself – says that our spiritual health (including our emotional 
and physical health) requires specific regular attention – a 
quiet time, a time of solitude for prayer, for study, for reflec-
tion – to simply be still. 

Where is Solitude? 
 The two keys to Centering Prayer are solitude and 
presence – having a predictable, protected period of silence, 
and then regularly continuing to be present to God’s pres-
ence in the practice of Centering Prayer.  It has become clear 
to me that the structuring of a dependable period of solitude 
may be the most difficult task in embracing this practice.   

I am looking for the ways people are now managing 
to deliberately incorporate solitude into their life patterns.  
Tell me how you are doing it – and the pros and cons of your 
strategy.  Email me in care of the church office.  If you will 
share with me, I’ll pass it on, as I know many are struggling 
with this dilemma.  There must be some viable alternatives 
other than 3 a.m.!  (However, maybe the Monastics were on 
to something.)  I also realize that different life patterns re-
quire different strategies, so let’s share a bit on this.  (If you 
wish, I will withhold your name when reporting.)  OK?  Talk 
to me. 

Fr. Jim Williams 

 Well, that’s where I was, and some of you were, 
when this was printed in the monthly Word, June 06.  Here 
we are now, a year later.  What do we know now that we can 
share with each other?  OK.  Talk to me, again. 

Continued from Page 1, The Rev. Kevin Schubert, Curate 
Upon graduation from SWT with a degree in Anthropology and History I was offered a position on staff as a re-

search associate in the archaeology lab.  During that year I began to question my relevance in my field of study.  As the 
year ended, I began looking for a new job in outreach fields concerning humanitarian needs.  Early on in my search I sought 
the advice of a long time friend and mentor, The Rev. Paul Fromberg who was rector of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in 
the Heights of Houston.  After further conversation with Paul I was offered a position encompassing the Director of  
Ministries, Youth Director, and Assistant to the Rector.  I spent the next three years at St. Andrew’s , where I found a  
community of faith that led me back to church and a fresh relationship with Christ.  During this time in my life I recognized 
the call to ordained ministry and was supported in that call from my community, family and friends.  While in Houston I 
was introduced to my wife Heather and we quickly fell in love.  In May of 2004 Heather and I were married. We said our 
goodbyes to St. Andrew’s and Houston, moving to Austin in June.  I began seminary that August and continued to be sur-
prised at the knowledge and preparation I received at seminary.  ETSS has prepared me to utilize the experiences I gained 
from my previous studies and positions and apply them to spreading the Gospel message.  I feel extremely privileged to 
have obtained the extraordinary education I received in biblical studies, theology, liturgy, and pastoral ministries. 

Throughout my life I have been deeply concerned with the importance of youth ministry and the preparation for 
adulthood for the children of God.  I feel the experiences throughout my life have enabled me to see youth ministry as a 
focal point.  My desire is to initiate and sustain a supportive community of youth to thrive here at St. Matthew’s.  Along 
with this desire I am eager to develop a vibrant young adult program and work in conjunction with family ministries.  I look 
forward to the opportunities that are ahead of us.  I am very blessed to be a part of this community, and to share Christ’s 
love with each and every one of you. 
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� Fourteen missionaries from St. Matthew's  
(10 middle schoolers and four adults) went for an immersion 
course in the problems of urban poverty and got hands-on 
experience with some of the many agencies that are respond-
ing.  We traveled to Houston after church on Sunday June 3 
via regularly scheduled Greyhound and returned on Fri-
day.   In between we had five full days-days in which we 
learned a lot and had a lot of fun. 

 Christ Church Cathedral was our host.  We lived 
there, in their new Youth Center.  We were the pioneering 
group in the summer program: Cathedral Urban Service Ex-
perience (CUSE).     

 We began our week with a visual scavenger hunt, 
traveling up and down the Metro light rail line.  Two teams 
in competition set out, tracking down and photographing 
sights from a list that included things like: "the statue of Wil-
liam Marsh Rice", "an elephant near a log cabin,” the train at 
Minute Maid Park."    It was terrific fun and a great way to 
dive into the city.    

 That afternoon we helped serve lunch and clean up 
at The Beacon.   It's in the Dunn Center, a brand new facility 
for urban outreach, built by the Cathedral as part of their 
capital campaign.   It includes: a professional kitchen from 
which lunch is served cafeteria style, tables and chairs for 
300, laundry and shower facilities and medical care 
(including psychiatric services).    Open since early January, 
they now feed lunch to up to 500 people a day, Saturday-
Monday.  Those are the days when other kitchens are closed, 
so it fills the "famine gap."   

 The mission of The Beacon is "To restore the dignity 
of our neighbors in need."   One way to respect peoples' dig-
nity is to call them by name, so everyone at The Beacon-
volunteer or client-wears a tag with their first name written 
on it. 

 Doing ministry for a week, interesting things hap-
pen.  You get to know some of the folks who live on the 
street.  You recognize them as you walk around, or as you 
serve in different places.   Because you know them, and have 
visited with them, you see them no longer as strangers but as 
fellow children of God.         

 What else?  We made sandwiches for the Trinity 
Episcopal Church program, and later that week at the Emer-
gency Aid Coalition, where we also sorted and distributed 
clothing.   We helped move and sort by type tons of grocer-
ies at the Houston Food Bank.   We weeded and harvested 
vegetables at an organic garden.   For entertainment, we 
hung out in the Youth Center playing pool, watching DVDs.  
We also walked over to the Angelika theater downtown to 
see Shrek III, went to the Museum of Natural Science and 
saw an IMAX 3-D movie about undersea life, and visited the 
Museum of Fine Arts.  We ate in Mexican/Cuban, Vietnam-
ese, and Thai restaurants. 

 

 One morning we boarded the light rail at 6 a.m. for 
Palmer Episcopal Church, across from Rice.  We helped to 
prepare and serve breakfast in their week-daily program 
called The Way Station.  Despite the early start, most of the 
youth thought that was a highlight of the week.   Another 
highlight was a swimming party and cookout at the deanery, 
hosted (and cooked!) by Cathedral Dean Joe Reynolds and 
his wife Elizabeth. 

 The youth worked and played together wonderfully.   
They were eager to help and they were compassionate with 
the people they met.  Three rising-seventh grade participants 
responded: 

 “I didn’t know how bad it was—the lifestyle of peo-
ple on the street.   But I learned that they’re just people. One 
was a veteran paralyzed in a wheelchair.  That made me sad.  
He should have rights.” (Shelby Bursk) 

 “I thought that it was amazing that these people who 
have nothing are much more appreciative of what they have 
than we are of our many luxuries." (Elizabeth Hart) 

 “I had many experiences I normally do not 
have....riding a bus, eating different kinds of foods, riding 
the rail,  meeting the Bishop, working at homeless shel-
ters.  This mission trip opened my eyes to how much poverty 
there really is.  We all need to help.” (Connor Smith) 

 So THANK YOU, dear people of St. Matthew’s.  
Your donations through the carwash and the Endowment 
Fund grant made it possible for us to go on your behalf to 
share Christ’s love with some of the 20,000 street people of 
Houston. 

 

 

�����������	
���
��
����������������������	
���
��
����������������������	
���
��
����������������������	
���
��
������������ ���
��������	�
������
�������������������������������

 ���������������
���
�������������
�
�	������������� ��
�����
�
����
��������������������� �!"#$%�&"!#!�&$� ����������	��
����������������������������������
�����
�����������	����������
������
�
�� ������������	�
��
���
�����



���

�

�����
���

Ministry of the Month –  

The Samaritan Center for Counseling and Pastoral Care 

by Jeri Muhich 

The Samaritan Center for Counseling and Pastoral 
Care is an interfaith ministry that promotes wholeness and 
healing by offering affordable counseling services that inte-
grate the mental, spiritual, emotional, physical and commu-
nity dimensions of life.  The Center provides professional 
mental health and pastoral counseling services for the child, 
adolescent, adult and geriatric populations.  Payment is 
based on a sliding scale, and no one is turned away because 
of inability to pay. 

The Center deals with a wide range of issues includ-
ing grief, relational discord, depression, anxiety, parenting, 
divorce, abuse, disaster recovery, career counseling and life 
transitions.  Counseling sessions are available in individual, 
couple, family and group formats.  Also available are educa-
tional seminars to individuals, employers and congregations 
on topics such as stress management, conflict management, 
preparing for marriage and parenting after divorce.   

To subsidize services for low-income clients, the 
Center must depend on contributions from private founda-
tions, congregations, individual donations and special events.  
Last year the center provided $241,887 in uncompensated 
care to 669 underserved, low-income and uninsured persons.  
Over the past two years, demand for services has doubled 
and the Center is now providing nearly 2,000 individuals 
over 12,000 counseling sessions per year.  

Currently the Center is experiencing a period of 
change and growth requiring the addition of new staff, new 
board members and new programs.  In response to this rapid 
growth, the Center will soon begin construction of a new 

building in the fall of 2007 at the intersection of 183 and 
Burnet Road.  The proposed building will be equipped with 
16 therapist offices, four administrative offices, two child 
play-therapy rooms, a group counseling room, and a chapel 
for prayer and meditation. Most importantly, this new build-
ing is expected to double the Center’s capacity to serve low-
income individuals in the Austin area.  The Center has 
launched a five year, $1.3 million dollar Capital Campaign 
to cover construction costs and increase the endowment fund 
for annual income to cover additional expenses expected in a 
larger facility. This new building will help to ensure the suc-
cess of the Samaritan Counseling Center for years to come. 

There are also many exciting events planned for the 
upcoming months.  On Monday, September 24, the Center 
will host the 8th Annual Minister’s Cup golf tournament at 
the Circle C Golf Club.  Although anyone in the community 
is invited to play, if a congregation forms a team that in-
cludes a minister, the minister plays for free!  Additionally 
the Center organizes the annual Ethics in Business program 
to further the belief that ethical workplaces lead to healthy 
families and communities.  This year, the McCombs School 
of Business at the University of Texas, as well as Concordia 
University, will be joining the Center in support of the 2007 
Ethics in Business Program.  The award recognizes out-
standing businesses, individuals and non-profit agencies in 
the practice of ethical standards. 

The transformations taking place will ultimately 
place the Samaritan Center in a position to help thousands of 
Central Texans in desperate need of counseling services.  
The Center provides individuals and families with the ser-
vices necessary to avert crises, build healthy relationships 
and  lead productive lives.  Healthy, productive individuals 
lead, to healthy, productive communities and that affects us 
all. 

OUTREACH MINISTRY – Capital Area Food Bank of Texas 

by Pat Yeargain, Outreach Commission 

 Thanks to your generosity, St. Matthew’s Outreach Commis-
sion has budgeted $3,000 to the Capital Area Food Bank of Texas for 
2007.  Its mission is simple, yet complex:  to nourish hungry people 
and  to lead the community in ending hunger.  

 In its 26th year of service, the Capital Area Food Bank of Texas 
(CAFB) currently provides food and grocery products to 370 Partner 
Agencies in 21 Central Texas counties, including 144 Partner Agencies 
in Travis County. In 2006, CAFB distributed more than 16 million 
pounds of food. The CAFB service area covers 19,064 square miles in 
Central Texas. 

 Most CAFB Partner Agencies provide assistance in the form of 
bags of groceries.  Others serve hot meals in a soup kitchen or provide 
meals as part of treatment programs.  CAFB Partner Agencies report 
that 20 to 100 percent of their food comes directly from the Food Bank. 

 With your help, St. Matthew’s is helping to feed the hungry 
through this vital food bank.  
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by Susan LaValley, Stewardship Chairperson 

 Last month I told Merrill that I wanted to start add-
ing a Stewardship Corner to the monthly word.  My intent is  
to explore all aspects of Stewardship with a focus on time 
and talent.   

So what is Stewardship really?   
 The Catholic Archbishop of Cincinnati, Ohio, Daniel 
E. Pilarczyk writes in his articles on “Grateful Believers” 
that “Stewardship is not primarily a fund-raising mecha-
nism. It is a pattern for a whole way of life, a way of life that 
is guided and energized and given meaning by the generosity 
of God and by our response to that generosity.  

 “Stewardship is the practice of gratitude. It involves 
putting our thanksgiving into practice through the way we 
use the gifts that God has given us. Although the term 
‘stewardship’ is relatively new in the realm of Catholicism, 
its reality is as old as our faith. Stewardship, gratitude, 
thanksgiving, responding in kind to the kindness of the Lord: 
It all constitutes a fundamental element of our Christian life.  

 “When we practice stewardship, sharing our time, 
our talent, our financial resources, it is not primarily in or-
der to respond to the needs that we find around us-in the 
church, in the world, in our local community. Stewardship 
does lead us to respond to those needs, but the primary need 
is the need that is within us, the need to be grateful and the 
need to express our gratitude. That's what stewardship is all 
about.”  

  I think that  Stewardship is an act of gratitude, a faith 
response that allows us to live out the aspects of our faith.  
But how?  And when?  In our busy lives how do we find the 
time to commit to the church?  (More on that later).   

 I first came to St Matthew’s to worship Christ.  After 
a few months I felt called to serve here, and I knew there 
were many things going on, but I wasn’t an ECW lunch-
eon after church, I heard Louise Waddill asked for some 
volunteers to help in the kitchen, with a special need to 
help with the inventory.  I felt that was something I could 
do… so I found Louise and volunteered.   I started work-
ing in the kitchen on Monday mornings, and the rest, as 
they say, is history.  I got an invitation to join the Flower 
Guild, then I found my way to the Newcomers Commit-
tee, Angel Tree, and from there Outreach.  Finally, the 
Vestry and the Stewardship Commission.  While I have 
done the giving, the greatest gifts have been returned to 
me in ways I could never have asked for or imagined. 

 It only took that first step really, a willingness to 
serve Christ and some helpful friends along the way. Those 
of you who do serve in the ministries you love, don’t assume 
that the person next to you in church is too busy with some-
thing else to join you…offer an invitation!  Sometimes that’s 
all it takes.  

 If St. Matthew’s is our home and fellow members 
are our family, then we must spend the time, and give of our-
selves, to help our family thrive and grow.   No matter where 
you are on your personal scale of commitment to  
St. Matthew’s, I ask you to pray about the gratitude you have 
and how faith is alive in your life.  Consider that God may 
have something in mind for you that you might never  
imagine in giving of yourself.  And if you feel there is some-
thing you have to give, a way to serve, just take that first 
step… 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN  

by Jack Eccles 

 Did you know that St. Matthew’s has a Memorial Garden that is for the  
interment of members and others who know Christ? 

 Did you know that this garden is for the benefit of all church members who 
wish to pray and meditate and supported by those who purchase niches in the garden? 

 Did you know that the alcoves (with the exception of the first) are dedicated to 
particular books of the bible? For instance, there is the alcove of Matthew, the alcove 
of John, etc. 

 Did you know that the Memorial Garden is not yet complete?  
It will be finished when the section along Steck Ave. is complete. 

 Did you know that remains of loved ones may be placed behind a wall plaque, 
in the receptacle in the garden or elsewhere at the wishes of the family? 

 For further information about this wonderful part of St. Matthew’s, contact 
David Barrow, Jack Eccles, Warren Marshall or Dave Bowman at the church office. 
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Adult Education Planning Meeting  

 If you would like to participate in planning adult 
education for the fall at St. Matthew's, please come to an 
open meeting on Monday night, July 9 at 7:00p.m.in Room 
B-18.  Adult Sunday School will resume on August 12, and 
we will need to plan the classes for adults from August 
through December.   

 If you have a class that you are prepared to teach, 
please email the Rector at merrill@stmattsaustin.org and we 
will discuss the content of the class prior to the meeting.  All 
adults are invited to attend! 

Senior Sentences 

by Lucy Boyea 

The Association for Adult Ministry (ASAM) , offers the  
following "keys" to enable us to open ourselves to the spe-
cial grace we receive in our mature years: 

 1.Transform your attitude about aging 

 2.Seek love everywhere 

 3.Delight in connectedness 

 4.Live in the "Now" 

 5.Accept your true self 

 6.Forgive others and self 

 7.Let go of anger and inner turmoil 

 8.Give yourself to others 

 9.Celebrate your faith 

 10.Discover personal meaning in life 

 11.Make your feelings work for you 

 12.Achieve balance in your life 

From the School 
 by Pam Littlefield and Russell Barnett  

Have you heard the latest news? 

 An anonymous donor has con-
tributed $100,000 to this great school!  
St. Matthew’s School extends its 
warmest thank you for such a fabulous 
gesture to its mission.  Thousands of 
dollars are also coming our way 
thanks to the commitment of our par-

ents in getting behind the commemorative tile project.  
Pledges and gifts are continuing as we finish site work and 
prepare for our financial obligations to this project. 

 Your wonderful school has filled all of its classes 
and, once more, has a waiting list, to boot.  That certainly is 
testimony to our great Head of School, Pam Littlefield and 
the wonderful teachers.  Making it hum, of course, are Deb-
bie Noack, our Business Manager and Pattie McDonald, Ad-
missions and Purchasing Manager.  Without them, a lot of 
the dots would not get connected.  Your Board of Trustees is 
well aware of their passion and their commitment for the 
Angels in our care. 

 The Head of Schools (formerly called the Director) 
is finishing the fine tuning and upgrading of the school's pro-
grams for the next year.  Your trustees have begun their an-
nual evaluation of how well we have performed this 
year.  There are always areas of learning that require im-
provement, upgrading supplies and lesson plans, curriculum 

reviews, and on and on.  Improvement applies to trustees, as 
well.    

 By the way, in case you hadn’t heard, St. Matthew's 
School has the best teachers in the world.  They are awesome 
and dedicated educators.  It is the teachers who put into  
action our learning environment, one which is well aligned 
with the long time educational outreach mission of the Epis-
copal Church.   

 From time to time it is right to remind ourselves, and 
others, that our mission is to enrich the children in our com-
munity of Angels with the knowledge and grace of the Holy 
Spirit in daily living.   

 Our outreach mission is to bring Christ into the lives 
of all while respecting the differences among us. To that end 
we are one part of the Episcopal schools now numbering 
over 1000 in the United States.  That these schools continue 
to be acknowledged as excellent places of learning is a living 
testimony to the wisdom of our church's leaders.  Over 600 
of these schools are early childhood programs like ours. 

 The typical Episcopal school serves a school popula-
tion that is approximately one quarter Episcopalian.  That 
number means that we reach a large number of Christians of 
other faiths, non-Christians, and non-believers.  St. Mat-
thew’s School reaches an even larger number than typical.  
The future is upon us and we are prepared for it. 

Our powerful mission; to bring God, as we know God in 
Christ, to so many children.          
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� MTD Actual� MTD Budget� YTD Actual� YTD Budget�
Pledges�  $    70,737.19�  $    52,000.00�  $  351,337.67�  $  354,000.00�

Non-Pledge & Cash�  $      4,289.34�  $      7,000.00�  $    47,680.60�  $    47,000.00�

Good Faith�  $      1,195.36�  $      4,000.00�  $    11,929.34�  $    17,000.00�

Other Income�  $      5,114.35�  $    24,345.00�  $    27,651.90�  $    47,662.00�

Total Income�  $    81,336.24�  $    87,345.00�  $  438,599.51�  $  465,662.00�

Total Expenses�  $    93,003.40�  $  101,368.01�  $  440,442.74�  $  495,477.01�

Income vs. Expenses�  $ (11,667.16)�  $ (14,023.01)�  $   (1,843.23)�  $ (29,815.01)�
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Deaths 
 

Vera Townsend died June 14, 2007 
 

Sandy Luce died June 17, 2007, 
 wife of David and mother of Ethan 

 
JoC Hall died June 20, 2007 

 
New Members Transferred in 
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Baptism 
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