From the Rector: “Most people | know under the age of 30 are not

| write this on July 17 as the Wades prepareawde Uncomfortable with pluralism and have no felt netedse
for a much-desired vacation together as a famiie will go With people that look like themselves (the sociaiqple of
to the beach in Florida, visit family there anctlabama, ~ 0mogeneity). That article is addressing theuatéis of

and attend a wedding in Jackson, Mississippi. lllvei back ©!der people”.

in the office on August 9. In the meantime, callyour staff “Thank you, Merrill, for encouraging us to not hun

as needed. Susan and Kevin will respond to pasteeds ker down in our houses and to expand our vision of
and emergencies and Dave Bowman will handle offia@- “neighbor”.

agement. We are so blessed to have a confidenpetent
and caring staff. | am proud of each and everyafribem! in America it was too simplistic.”

I hope that by now you have had the opportunity to
meet Kevin and Heather Schubert. | am so pledssd t

Kevin has come “on board”. | am certain that he be a elicits. Preaching is such an adventure. The #ang of

. God can be scary for us. Do we dare even attewipté as
strong pastoral leader for our parish and thayouth and 04,5 |oves, fearlessly, in such a way to rendectrished
young adult ministries will thrive under his leaslep. fears and prejudices as meaningless? Shouldrféaveor
After the seemingly frenzied attention to the Buil avoid people that we deem dangerous or undesiraolie?-
ing on Our Sure Foundation Campaign this past gpvire  natively, is “who is my neighbor” only a rhetoriggliestion
have rested and perhaps lost a little momentuam te- to be analyzed safely in the comfort of our homas a
sponsible for that. | wanted to give us all a kries a while. churches?
However, there is much new construction and renowat

“If it was intended to be a sermon about immignatio

The meaning of all communication is the responhge i

planning taking place behind the scenes and KewGiM .4 to;jrgi above, largely unresolved questions are on fny
licuddy has written an update in this edition of iWord. ' _ , L _
We are looking ahead now to the Operating Budge2668, Thank you for being on this Christian adventureyi
and you will be hearing more about that next month. ~ me. | gratefully acknowledge and give thanks thetve

now served as your rector for five years. Whaitcky priest]

¥l am — and to share this with such great clergleaglues as
Susan, Kevin, Jim, Joe, Jerry, and Chuck is aibig$bkat |
cherish daily. Thank you all!

Finally, I want to share a few comments about m
July 15 sermon — “who is my neighbor?” In thathsen, |
cited a few articles that described a paradox -t Woeeri-
cans consider pluralism and racial integrationgbcially
desirable. The same people report greater deglysfand
deeper desires to associate with people that Indlaat in  Eajthfully, Merrill
ways that indicate they share their basic vallésre are
some of the comments | received:

Sunday Breakfast at St. Matthew’s!
August 12, Sept. 30, Oct. 28, Nov. 25, 2007
9:15 AM in Huffman Hall

That's right! We're serving up breakfast at St.ttaw’s to kick off our Fall Sunday School
offerings and make life a little less stressfulyou throughout the fall! Whether you are 6, 1
36 or 60, we've got exciting things planned for yhuring our Sunday School hour each wee

Sunday School. Continued on Page 2

We realize it can be a struggle on some Sundagstteveryone in the car in time to make it to

6.
K.




Sunday Morning Adult Education — Classes beginningugust 19
Creative Challenges and Controversies: Twenty Centies in the Christian Church--Huffman Hall

There are controversies in the church today! t'$mt news to anybody, of course. And New Tastd texts
such as the Epistles aAgdtsshow that the early church was rife with contrsigs, challenges, and crises. Our God, [our
Creator, has always worked with crises: withessRbésurrection coming out of the Crucifixion.

A variety of speakers will lead this lecture amscdssion course to consider how God has workedighr chal-
lenges and crises throughout history to createltiiech we know today. Submitted by The Rev. SiBznes

The Bible Discussion Group — Room B-21

The Bible Discussion Group is an adult Sunday stbiass designed for people who would like to gtscriptures
in-depth, but in a small-group setting and withHscdssion format. The class is not taught in thditional sense, but rather
we read and discuss a chapter of scripture. Oeecdhrse of several Sundays, we read entire bddke ®ible. All peo-
ple are welcome to participate to the degree theydomfortable, and no one is put "on the spotiVahced preparation i
not required. We are reading some of the shortstlep and plan on starting with 2nd Peter this f¢wcomers are al-
ways welcome, and the group meets in B-21. SubdnityeWill Lutz

The Sunday Morning Book Group — Day School/Educatio Building Room 6

Our discussions and personal sharing this falllvélbased on Brennan Manning'’s book “RuthlesstTrughe
book is about increasing our faith in God, underditag and accepting God’s love for us and our respdo that love. Ouyr
intent is individual spiritual growth through studfone chapter and small group interaction. Wiearae new members
throughout the year as each Sunday’s topic stdnds.aYou can easily listen, join in, or contrib@ven if you have not
read the chapter in advance. Those who attendwilhvited to share prayer requests and their wesfents during coffee
time. The books will be provided to those persehse attend. An occasional social event additignaifiites the group.
Submitted by Linda Walker, Jim and Linda Fryer,iators and The Rev. Joe Di Paola,

Spiritual Advisor

1"2)

The Discovering Christian Community Class- Room B-4

Beginning August 19th in B-14, the Discovering iStian Community class will begin exploring biblicarms
used by Jesus in his earthly ministry. We willibegith the term “Kingdom of God." Have you ever naered what it
would have been like to live during Jesus' time exypkrience the environment and the struggles beuertered while do-
ing God's work? Our own Jim Byrom will lead th@gp with some thought provoking ideas that wedithake into smal
groups for more intimate and thorough discussion3tted by Crystal Wade

Living What We Believe Class - Room B-6

Each week we read the Gospel assigned in the BoGkmmon Prayer for each Sunday according to tina¢h
year and we attempt to recognize how it appliesutodaily life. It is amazing how the insight afeperson's experience]
stimulates the lives of others in the class. Bhisill group discussion is lively and sometimes vaoying. The class is
open to all and you don't have to attend each ttalsenefit from our discussions. Come join usbi8itted by Paul Wil-
liams.

Contemplative Praying of the Scriptures (Lectio Divna) — Bell Tower

Beginning August 19 Christine Joannidi invites you to join her in #ell Tower on Sunday mornings in a con
templative alternative to a classroom discussidedaiure experience. We will enjoy fellowship astdre reflections on
the previous week from 9:15 to 9:30 and begin meathie selected scripture at 9:8@ctio Divinais a slow, contemplativ
praying of the scriptures. You will learn how therd of God can speak to you in a personal way abytbu may better
understand yourself in your relationship with Gddere will be a short time for fellowship and g&jtto know others, byt
the reading, reflecting and praying will be a peedand private exercise.

D

Continued from Page 1 Sunday Breakfast at St. Malttew’s

We've got the solution to your problem...at least @unday of the month. On August™(ghe first Sunday of o
Fall “Semester”) and on thast Sunday of September, October and November, oufare§unday School classes will
“take a little breather” so that you and your fang&n join us for breakfast and fellowship in HuffimHall. You will still
have to get up, get dressed and get here on yaurtmw you can leave the cooking to us!

Sharing breakfast once a month will allallvof us time to relax just a bit on that one Sunadizghe month, give us
an opportunity to visit with friends and “familyhat we might not normally have time to visit witind
give us a chance to make a new friend or two. Wérdhe menu is pancakes and sausage, steaming
breakfast tacos, sweet rolls and bacon, or simgilgad and milk, one thing is for certain...we’ll be
serving up extra servings of fellowship and furt thidl carry over all month long!

Mark your calendars and make plans to join us Atugd" at 9:15. We'll have the coffee on!
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Sunday Morning Adult Education —
Class beginning September 2

The Episcopal Church: What are your questions@ dyeFr. Jim Williams and Chad McCall (a new memtiiethe con-
gregation who is a Spring, 2007 graduate of thedddivinity School in Durham, North Carolina)

A four week adult forum for newcomers and long-timembers alike will begin at 9:15AM on Sunday, &epter 2, in B-
19. Each weekly session is stand alone, and arg@meéegin attending at any time. Your questiotissivape the conten
of the class, and none will be "out-of-bounds." €had Jim expect to respond to questions about weworship; where
we've come from; what we believe; how we're orgaahi and how we respond to our world. Come, syawe questions,
and find out more.
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Greetings from the Music Ministry!
by Jim Henderson

On August 12, the choir returns to their “postédeng
in the singing of hymns and anthems. Welcome betossis-
ters! If you've ever considered joining us andnidt your
voice in song, now is the time! We’d love to see mumbers
swell in choir this fall. You don't have to be adined” musi-
cian to sing in the choir; just have a willing $jppdmd a song ir]
your heart. See Jim Henderson if you're interested.

Hymn Tidbit for August: On August 19, our closing
hymn is number 688, A Mighty Fortress Is Our Godcérd-
ing to The Hymnal 1982 Companion, “...this text andd are
among the most important of all Christian hymnsérkih Lu-
ther is credited with both the tune and the tekticivis one of
the earliest examples of a psalm paraphrase (RE3InMost
sources agree that the words were composed somatouad
1527-1529. J. S. Bach harmonized Luther’'s hymn {aaen
closer to its original, rhythmic form in hymn 680y his
church cantata Ein feste burg ist unser Gott (BV@Yi8 the
earlier part of the eighteenth century. It is floigr-part versior
that we most often sing (688). Other notable corapothat
have used Luther's melody are
Mendelssohn, Meyerbeer, and
Wagner. So, let’s all join to-
gether on the 19th and lift high e
the words and tune of this trul -3"‘7 =F weres
canonical hymn! “...God'’s truth y— -
abideth still, his kingdom is
forever!”
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Births

Stella and Rilo Baker, born July 20 to Gina anddBBaker, grandchildren of Karen and John Baker

Deaths

Jay Pearson died July 6
Betty Dees died July 9
Gordon Hughes, father of Susan Robertson, diedQuly

Charles W. Barnes, father of The Rev. Susan Badied July 11
Former member Joe Nanus, husband of Jan Nanus]ulied5

Rella Aldridge, sister of Rita Eccles, died July 17

Agnes Giordano, grandmother of Victora Polega, didgl 25

Francis McGrath, father of Anne Albertson, diedy2Bb
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This Month’s Good Read then again — and maybe even seventy-seven tiniegott
by Rita Eccles can find the gift there.”

A Wing and a Prayer:Katharine Jefferts Schori “We all share the job of boldly and courageously
dreaming the dream God has for this place. Italla chal-

lenge, and there will be times when it scares wsetih, but
Here are some quotes from our Presiding Bishopis ne  God is always with us, and God is good, all theetidesus’
book. parables about the kingdom of God are about thet girean
that God dreams for all creation. A piece of traam is

. lanted in each one of us.”
“That word “shalom” is usually translated as P

“peace,” but it's a far richer and deeper undeditag of “God’s dream is about using our own gifts, whate
peace than we usua”y recognize. It's not Jung era they are, In full-bodied and earnest pUrSL“t of theam.”
hippie holding up two fingers to greet a friend ediee, bro.” “Sometimes God calls unexpected people to une

It isn’t just telling two arguers to get over thelifferences. pected ministries. None of us knows where we’iegaon-
Shalom is a vision of the city of God on earthpemunity  tjl we can say, “Here | am, send me.” Even themdon't

where people are at peace with each other becaobeoee know the end of the road, but we understand whoeld r
has enough to eat, adequate shelter, medicalaraenean- we're meant to travel.”

ingful work. Shalom is a city where justice is tlue of the
day, where prejudice has vanished, where the dhgifs
with which we have been so abundantly blessedqually
valued.”

“Probably the hardest task most of us ever leatn
be vulnerable with other people — especially peagile mayj
not understand or love us for ourselves - but Hreypart of
that field ripe for harvest. Vulnerability is dtet root of all
“I don't think I've ever heard anybody sing rules, good ministry. It starts with being open to anxpezted

sing about rules. They are vital preparation asdipline, call and the immediate response. “Who, me?”
but they are not the goal. We have to be formethbge

rules, like a singer who learns scales and bregtmercises
and practices them day after day and year aftet gedhat
when opening night comes his voice can soar. {faeing
sets the artist free to respond to the encountdreofoment,
to the rich surprise of an especially responsivdience of
an impromptu singing partner in the park.”

“Have you ever been to a “skinny” potluck? Wheerth
wasn’t any main dish, or salad, and everybody bnbdgs-
sert? It usually makes for a good laugh, butrits very
nourishing. The vision of God’s reign as a heayéxinquet
is a potluck made up of all our contributions. Tedestial
potluck is supposed to be infinitely rich and albamtd It
needs all of our dishes, and it needs dishes werttaeven
met yet. .... Every single person we meet is a doutiion to
the celestial potluck. Just like a new food, trgrice, and

Now here is your challenge! Read these and tie
'them together with other thoughts in her book. Wallifind
a spiritual, active, yet calming message that sffeays to
deal with the questions and concerns of our livesthe life
of our church today.

X
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The Quiet Ministry Priest Coverage:

by Fr. Jim Williams+ Priest coverage was always a challenge early ahbi@
Vickery, rector of St. Michael's and his assistdmse
stayed with the program to the present. Someerkpriests
and some assistant clergy at St. Matthews asgtstefitst
five years. Since Merrill Wade came as Rectord@2 all
clergy associated with St. Matthew's have beenhraain
this ministry, either as regular celebrants, ovisgrperiodi-
cally as scheduled or as needed. In addition toiNé/ade
and Susan Barnes, Jerry Chapman, Chuck HuffmarDido
Paola and Jim Williams continue to support thisistiy.

Many of us are probably not aware that there is a
guiet ministry sponsored by St. Matthew's that besn go-
ing on without fanfare for nine years. In monthbrvices at
four different retirement and nursing care faabti upwards
of 700+ communions are served each year to residemst
of whom are unable to attend church on a regulsisba
Quite a number of priests have celebrated at thexsgces
from time to time over the years, both from St. tatv's
and elsewhere. But, the heart and soul of thigstnjnlies in
the loving commitment of Milt and Sarah Williams. Role of Hymn Singing:
Milt has carried the task of making sure a prieasavail-  £rom the beginning, it was recognized by Milt arzda®
able and scheduled for every communion servicas F_fas that music — especially the singing of familiar msn-
been the backbone of the ministry. And when, arsion a qy|d e an essential part of each service. Sarabhad
priest was not available, Milt would lead Morningier,  peen a church musician, was on board from the bhigjn
with hymn singing, and comment briefly on the &850 41 has played piano regularly these nine yearsongbooK
Those who attended always received a blessingRBaior, - ot tamiliar hymns was developed early, with thestasice
Merrill Wade, deeply admires Milt and Sarah foritt®ead- ot Richard Bierman, then Director of Music at S\l
fast love and commitment to people that they right- thew’s. Though it has served well, wear and teartade i
fully perceive need attention and compassion. M&aid,  pecessary to print new copies. This seemed a tjoedo
"Milt and Sarah are amazingly steady influencethélives |oyise and update it. Betty Mitchell has helpetitigis revi-

of hundreds of people in four retirement centdiSey are  gjon going and Lynn Stiles has picked this up. evrsong-
always optimistic and attentive - it is a quiet fa@thful and 50k with large print is coming soon.

dynamic ministry. Milt and Sarah make it accessior us
clergy. They are the real ministers - it is a lidalubalance
of lay leadership and clergy involvement. This imainstay pescription of the Communion Services:

in the lives of some people that cannot get todhany . e . .
i A service of Holy Eucharist is simple in theseisgt. It
longer. The church comes to them, and Milt ancSzare always begins with hymn singing, led by Milt witaigh

the backbone of that reaching out. accompanying on a piano. Then depending on tlestpFi
and the location — one of the several streamlieedes of
Background: Holy Communion is conducted, with more hymns. Regesl
. . : I are usually based on the lessons for the weekt skliVes ag
It was in 1997 that Milt began exploring the po8&ibs for  |ecior and intercessor. A brief homily is offer@djain, de-
a worship ministry of Holy Communion in retiremeamtd pending on the priest). Holy Communion followstine

nursing homes in Austin. He visited ten facilitiesAustin - ~qnsecrated bread and wine being taken to wherpethgle
and found out that: (a)a number of churches wenelucting 5re seated. After the Blessing and Dismissal, “Ang

some services periodically on Sunday afternoors(lanthe Grace” is always sung, followed by “God be With Yail
Episcopal Church was very under-represented. There \ye Meet Again.” More recently, members from St. Mat
seemed to be a real need for Holy Communion ameag t they's with a calling into lay ministry and pastocare are
variety of Protestant offerings. He explored @eai with  4tending to assist in the service. This is esgigdielpful to
Robbie Vickery, then Dean of the Austin Convocatidthe get the worship service sheets and songbooks edple's
Diocese, and with some retired clergy. Since thexenot a hangs, and offer any needed assistance in follothieger-
high interest in addressing this need throughaeitity, e y;ice  This ministry of presence adds greatly ®ghrvice.
selected four homes — Brighton Gardens, the Suriiing, p¢ Yeargain, Val Bray, Joanne Cage and Lyn Stilesur-
Renaissance, and Heartland — and developed a m@thl apyy involved at Brighton Gardens and Susan Rsbarat
gram of Holy Communion with these. These four qW®it0 the Symmit. There is also an opportunity hereat$and
this day to have a monthly service. Milt have said that they could use a backup tearhaps a
couple of people to come on board and assist. Wbigd
make it possible for them to have more flexibifiby travel
and others could learn about this ministry.

This “Quiet Ministry” continues without fanfaret it a
wonderful ministry. Those who attend these ses/®eery
month are always deeply appreciative. Those eihss
serve are always blessed!

D
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Building on our Sure Foundation
Campaign Director’s Report by Kevin McGillicuddy
July 15, 2007

As of the end of June, the Building on our Sure
Foundation Pledges totaled $1,813,797.75. Ofdimeunt,
$87,790.00, or about 5% of the total, was allocatethe
donors to be divided equally between Special Oalregmo-
jects that will be determined by the Vestry andRleema-
nent Endowment. The amount available for
capital projects after Outreach and Endow-
ment amounts are accounted for is
$1,726,007.75. This amount has been do-
nated or pledged by 193 individuals or fami-
lies. To date we have received $392,268. If
you have not yet submitted a pledge, it is not
too late, as this is a three-year campaign.

The Follow-Up Committee will be active throughoist
three-year period.

The Vestry has engaged the Austin firm of Braun

Butler to work with the Church and the Day Schaotleeir
pre-construction design and planning for the Edanat
Building construction. It is also anticipated tiBatun &
Butler will be hired to perform the actual constiar work,
however we are still in the planning stage. Afdurch
and Day School committee chaired by Michael McGullu
has been meeting regularly for over a year to fadacon-
struction of the Education Building extension. We not
yet reached the point where the final plans antsdusve

been determined, but we are getting close and dlawtive
at that point within the next couple of months.

Over the Day School’'s summer break, preparatig
for removal of the small playground adjacent toHaeica-
tion Building are being made, and the large playgtbis
being expanded by roughly the same area as isntlyroe-
cupied by the small playground. This work needsd@om-
pleted before school reopens in the fall. The amaused
for the small playground will permanently becomet ph

our drainage area in preparation for the I

ger project, which should also begin some

time later in the fall.

The other major project that will
soon be undertaken is the replacement of
most, if not all, of the roofs on the campus
The Vestry is currently considering the be

h

p.

St

options for this work, and we expect that this

work will also begin sometime this fall.

Once the cost of these two projects has been-de
f%\ined, and as we collect pledged funds, the Vesilhthen
be in a position to consider other possible prejtuat were
discussed during the Campaign. There is no ddabthe
Education Building extension and the replacememoofs
(and some air conditioners, which must still bdaegd) will
take up most of the pledged amounts, so we do toeedit
until we determine what available funds will remaiter the
first group of projects before moving forward ohert possi-
ble projects. We will continue working diligently be good
stewards of all that with which we have been emais

2008 Operating Budget Requests

In the coming weeks | will begin to organize thhieqess and documents we will use in the churcleetfd prepare
the First Draft of the Operating Budget for 2008ck year | confront the same fear in creatingphatess — Did | omit a

program? Because | am not here on Sundays | dand the

fill-in any potential missing items. For those reas | am using the WORD to help get the word out.

Some time in late August | will send budget regdi@sns to everyone | can identify, guess or imaginho wants
or should submit a budget request. If you havedgbtrrequest to make but have not received a fgr@eptember 7th —
please send me an email or call me and ask fdothes. David@stmattsaustin.ong 345-8314, ext 213

opportunity to have those informal conwtéea that can hel

My goal is to submit a first draft, probably a veayv first draft, to the Finance Commission by $egter 18th.

Thanks, Dave Bowman, Business Manager

June 30, 2007 MTD Actual MTD Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget
Pledges $ 54,728.50 $ 57,000.00 $ 44792 $ 451,000.00
Non-Pledge & Cash $ 8,938.11 $ 8,500.00 $ ,883.68 $ 56,200.00
Good Faith $ 1,378.45 $ 4,000.00 $ ,303.79 $ 21,000.00
Other Income $ 1,972.46 $ 3,820.00 $ ,628.36 $ 51,482.00
Total Income $ 67,017.52 $ 73,320.00 $ 533,78 $ 579,682.00
Total Expenses $ 89,195.32 $ 96,823.01 $ 52868 $ 592,300.02
Income vs. Expenses $ (22,177.80) $ (23,503.01) $ 5,76 $ (12,618.02)
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