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From the Rector:
A Word of Gratitude

| write this on Monday, October 22, with deep dtate for g
wonderful Sunday at St. Matthew’s Church on Octdtier
The Anderson High School Choir, under the directbPat-
rick Dill, blessed us with their presence. Combgnivith our
adult choir, they sang a beautiful setting of Psalt; | lift
up my eyes unto the hills. | want to thank our dusic
Director and Organist, Jean Fuller, for showingitfitative
to arrange for the Anderson Choir to worship wigh We

From the Senior Warden:

On Sunday, November 18, immediately following the
10:30AM service in the Sanctuary, | invite you éonain

in your seats for a 10 minute presentation on thezating
budget and financial picture for St. Matthew's @&smove
toward the end of this budget year. | will takg gmestions
you might have.

Faithfully, Tom Canby, Senior Warden

also received leadership from 25 children of ourgha led
by Children’s Ministry Coordinator Kathy Dugat, they
instructed us and led us in singing with both veiaad sign
language Lord of the Dance. It was a wonderfugnfiy to
the Lord.

At 5:15pm, Kevin Schubert and the Rev. Cathy Badidur
youth and others in an alternative form of the Helicha-
rist. It was a rich day of worship and music.

Clergy Conference

From October 1-3, the clergy of the Diocese of Baxet at
Camp Allen for our annual Clergy Conference. Asaafs,

it was great to see one another and great camaeauter
vailed. Bishop Wimberly reported on the recent stoof
Bishops meeting in New Orleans. He said that thdteayg-
tures remain across the Episcopal Church reladivhe cur-
rent controversies, he remains loyal to the Epiat@purch
and to the Anglican Communion. More on his comment
about our place in the Anglican Communion are add on
the Diocesan website, www.epicenter.org.

Continued on Page 2

SAFEGUARDING GOD'S CHILDREN
AT ST. MATTHEW'S.
Saturday, November 10, 9:00-12 noon, B-18.

by Rev. Susan Barnes

Knowledge is the best prevention for child sexual
abuse. We can make sure that St. Matthew's aodral
church's are safe places for our children if we tidle time
to learn how to recognize predatory behavior aogd &t

This excellent training, created by the Diocese of
Texas, is mandatory for all people who work asf stafol-
unteers with children or youth. Your clergy recoend it
for everyonewho would like to help make St. Matthew's 4
safe place . Susan Barnes will lead the training.

To register, log onnttp://www.epicenter.org/edot/

CF Safequarding Gods Children.asp?SnIiD=11179699[74

Fellowship Breakfast continues the last Sunday ohte Month!

Come and getit! That's right! We're cooking akéast just for you! You are invited to join ushiuffman Hall
the last Sunday of each month during the Sundag@dtour for breakfast and fellowship. We hope yolitake advan-
tage of this special opportunity to slow down tlaega bit, get caught up with family and friends] ket us do the cook-
ing. (A nominal donation is asked to cover the @fgbod.) Thanks to the Sunday Morning Book Chdult class for be-
ing our hosts in October, and to the Youth for ddime cooking in November.
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Continued from Page 1
Bishop Wimberly to call for Bishop Coadjutor

Bishop Wimberly announced that he will be calling & Bishop Coadjutor at the February 15-16 Diog&Zauncil to be
held in Galveston. A Bishop Coadjutor will automoally become the Diocesan Bishop upon the retirdroedeath of the
sitting Bishop. Bishop Wimberly will retire no &tthan the summer of 2009. The Bishop annourwgd tvould be
working with Pam Nolting, a lay member of Good Steqol, Kingwood, as co-chairs of the Task ForceterElection of
the Bishop Coadjutor. This is, of course, a mommaselection for the Diocese of Texas and | am hexhthat the Bishop
has entrusted me with this leadership role. | pdlés on more details of this responsibility imfatcommunications.

50th Anniversary Committee Working

Your 50th Anniversary planning Committee, led byykand Leon Whitney and Marjorie and Bert Hoopeg heet three
times and a timeline of events is beginning to g@ador 2008. Though much planning is yet to beegdnere are, at this
point, plans for a special Annual Meeting, a 50tin&ersary Pictorial Directory, some form of a wait or video history
of the church, Pentecost Sunday events, majotgeaeound St. Matthew’s Day (weekend of SeptemBe2@08), and an
Arts Festival. All of the regular events of theayg€Shrove Tuesday supper, Lenten suppers andrtenase examples) wil
be occasions for remembering or celebrating ouivarsary. You should expect to hear more from30# Anniversary
Committee in the coming weeks and months.

Giving Thanks for our Country

On Sunday, November 11, we will commemorate Vetsr@ay by recognizing those men and women in oagoegation
who have fought to preserve our liberties in foneigars. Veteran's Day is a day to honor Americ&tevans for their pa-
triotism and sacrifice for the common good. Wd thit dedicate a new American Flag and Episcopailrch flag donate
by Babs Clendenin in Loving Memory of her daughien.

Thanksgiving Eve Service

As is our custom, we will celebrate the Holy Eudstarnith Triumphant Love Lutheran Church the nigkfore Thanksgiv
ing, November 21, at 7:15PM, in the sanctuary oM&itthew’s. As always, our choirs will combinedahe preaching an
presiding at the service will be shared by bothrchess. Pastor Norb Firnhaber and | enjoy this ahoffering, please
come and offer your Prayers of Thanksgiving.

Finally, I want to offer a word of thanks to all ydu for the excellent start to our pledge campdigrthe Operating
Budget of St. Matthew’s for 2008. As of this wriginrwe have 230 pledges for $873,000. | am veryefuhto you for your
commitments to grow this parish in mission and stigi The Wardens will keep you informed as we makead in this
process.

God bless you all!

Merrill

[®N

Youth Confirmation Class: Newcomers Council Meeting

If you are are a 6th to 12th grader, or the paoéone, || There will be a meeting of the Newcomers Counaihdy,
and you or your child desires to be confirmed when || November 18 at 12:15 in Room B-18. A light luncifi ne
Bishop Wimberly comes for confirmation on Sunday, | | Served. | ask all present members to please lsepras we
December 16, at the 10:30AM service, please emait] have a lot to cover. However, this is an open mgetnd all
kevin@stmattsaustin.omnd | will arrange for 3 class | |interested people are encouraged to attend.
sessions to prepare for confirmation. Thanks sochmuc
Kevin Schubert.

jun

Thanks, Babs Cendenin




Episcopal Church Women

Vestry Report

Music to be topic of Mary-Lynn Polk’s talk at
November 11 Women'’s Story Circle

by Leslie Kjellstrand

“How Music Enriches my Spiritual Journey” will
be the topic for choir member and pianist Mary-Lyrwoik,
at the November 11 Women'’s Story Circle in Huffniedl
immediately after the 10:30 a.m. service.

Mary-Lynn has shared her talent in many ways.
Besides singing in the choir for many years, sbquently
helps with the Children’s Chapel. She loves tqy pie
piano as much as she loves to sing and she wjidlibiag
Kathy Morris in leading the worship for the 2008 &tat-
thew’s Women’s Retreat. She is a member of theyGlor
Bound Singers, a group that leads worship for niaaygh-
ters of the King functions and also is music dioed¢br the
North Austin Community Bible Study.

A former math teacher and computer programmert nansion up to $900,000.

(many years ago!), Mary-Lynn spends much of heetim
with her music as well as knitting for the Prayba®i|
Ministry, participating in other St. Matthew’s gnos) read-
ing and occasionally traveling. She and her huslizardyl
have been married 35 years and have a grown daughtg
Amy, who lives in Southern California.

All women are invited to attend the November
Women'’s Story Circle for a light lunch (donation) $&d
fellowship. Babysitting is always provided. Feserva-
tions, please email Janie McMahan at jmcdun-
can2@austin.rr.coror call the church office.

Instead of a Women'’s Story Circle luncheon in 1
cember, the Episcopal Church Women will hold tlagir
nual Advent Coffee on Saturday, December 8, ati0 ia
Huffman Hall. Mark your calendar so that you wamiss
this special brunch.

Summary of September 2007 Vestry Meeting
Submitted by Vickie Blumhagen, Junior Warden

Below is a summary of the September 25, 2007 v
try meeting. Once the formal minutes are apprdwethe
vestry, a complete copy can be found on the Stthdets
web site. Parishioners are always welcome to ctieese
meetings, which are typically held the last Tuesofagach
month. The October meeting will be held on Octd@ikr
2007 in B-18, with the meeting portion starting/ ptn.

D

-Vestry approved for the Senior Warden to entey anton-
tract to replace roofs for the Sanctuary, Huffmaail HAd-
ministration Building and Bell Tower in an amount to
$315,000. This was the first vote with a seconi vequired

-Vestry approved line of credit to be obtained vy Day
School to finance its share of costs for the edodtuilding

-Vestry approved replacing five heat pump systemnste
Sanctuary basement.

-Vestry heard update and approved items for Enwetal
Stewardship Council.

-Vestry approved accepting a donation of land tdviit-
thew’s located in Harris County. The Senior Wardeau-
thorized to sign such documents to complete theipeof the
land and its sale.

-Vestry authorized disposal of furniture in Huffmidall.

)-Vestry authorized Senior Warden to work with Juiéar-
§en to redecorate B-14 up to a cost of $7,500. rdbm will
be dedicated in loving memory of the Rev. Georgsovi
and will be set up as a place of small group wgrgbriayer,
meditation and classroom space. The Wardens hakerau
ized parish member Anna Morales to coordinate thening
of the space, working with the Rector and the FSesan
Barnes in that process. The monies for this redtiom have
been especially donated for this purpose and artaken

Sl

.

aACK

Reminder:

Daylight Savings Time ends at 2:00 a.m. on Novem-

ber 4th. Please set your clocks back before gming

bed on November 3rd so as not to be early for ¢hurc

on Sunday.

from Building on our Sure Foundation donations.

-Vestry authorized Senior Warden to work with Juiéar-
den to redecorate Room B-6 up to a cost of $3,90® War-
dens authorized parish member Anna Morales to ool
such efforts. The monies for this are taken framadions to
the Capital Fund prior to the Building on our SE@undation
donations.
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ST. MATTHEW'S VESTRY ELECTIONS — Second Notice
by Vickie Blumhagen, Junior Warden

St. Matthew's has a Vestry composed of fifteen bemsnof the parish who are responsible for theinghaof the
business side of the church as well as various Gesions. Each year five people "retire” from a ¢hyear term on the
Vestry, as five more people are elected at the Ahkieeting, which will be held on Sunday evenirapuary 6, 2008.
Those retiring in January, 2008 after serving aghrear term include Vickie Blumhagen, Esther GarCiarissa Vasquez
Kathy Morris and Steve Brock.

Shortly after the Parish Meeting, the new Vestgmbers attend an annual Vestry Retreat where tleciamiliar-
ized with procedures, bond with one another andesinafellowship. This retreat will be January I#id 3, 2008 at Camp
Allen. Elections at this Annual Meeting will albe held for representation to the Diocesan Cowmallthe Endowment
Committee.

These are the requirements for eligibility per @aons and By-laws for the Vestry
1. At least 18 years of age
2. A baptized and confirmed (or received) commumtida the Episcopal Church and a member of thd8tthew's parish
3. Have not previously served a full term on thetrAewithin the past 12 months.

The following items are also to be consideredaas @f your commitment to serve the community at\V&itthew's.
1. Pledge a 10% tithe or be seriously heading tdsvartithe by making annual increases in percergaeg.
2. Agree to a three-year consecutive term unldssraise stated and take a leadership role

3. Regular attendance at regular and special woesgtivices and parish events. This is especialpitant if you are the
Vestry Person of the Month.

4. Each person serves as Vestry Person of the Mgi@M) at least one month of the year. VOMs amgpuomsible for
overseeing donated funds at the church’s main (lysl@30am) service and other church events phugiisg as greeters
and hosts when needed. Additionally, each Vesagnber oversees donations at the early (usually 8anajce once eac
quarter.

5. Attend all Vestry meetings and special Vestrykshops.

6. Recognize that membership on the Vestry is antitmment to service and Stewardship should be abtgour call to
service.

7. First year members serve on the Stewardship Gssion and attend the Stewardship Conference ap@dien
(typically a two day conference in August at Caniler). Then and after you may serve on one of tflewing commis-
sions:

Building and Grounds Commission
Communications Commission
Finance Commission
Outreach Commission
School Board Liaison
The above should be decided upon with the appaihle Rector and Senior Warden.
8. Attend the Annual Vestry retreat in January.
9. Attend the Diocesan Vestry and Wardens seminachurch in Austin (typically a one day confer@nc
10. Be willing to listen, learn and lead.
11. Have a record of leadership in at least ona af¢he parish life and ministry.
And according to the Diocesan canons, subscritteetéollowing declaration:

"I am persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contairdalitrine required as necessary for eternal satwathrough faith in
Jesus Christ: and | accede to the Doctrine, Disnwlnd Worship of the Protestant Episcopal Chuifdhom Canon 9,
Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in thecBse of Texas.] | meet the requirements of tm&and with God'S
help will do my best to comply with St. Matthewdsliional requirements for vestry members. | untierd that the per-
sonal information contained on the Candidate Infation Form will be published and made availablerty fellow parish-
ioners at St. Matthew's.

More information will be provided in the Decemidéonthly Word. If you have questions about senamgthe
2008 Vestry please feel free to contact Vickie Bhagen, Tom Canby or Merrill Wade!




Good Read for November
by Rita Eccles

St. Matthew’s Day School

Why Study The Past, by Rowan Williams
104" Archbishop of Canterbury

At first | thought about giving up on this book. seemed
too much of an academic theological construct. elmw,
I'm glad that | stuck with it. As the title suggssit brings
up many interesting questions.

As Rowan Williams deals with ancient to currem(N

history and the facts of politics in religion, lang back to
see that God is not defined or guided by humanoaitgh
is brought to light through the periods that herences.
What we have learned from the past, and how ibh&ss
not impacted our religions of today, is importanséeeing
where we are today in history.

Can we learn that God is our guide or are we t
ing, as past periods show, to be His guide? “Wadalget
know what will be drawn out of us by the pressure o
Christ’s reality. What the full shape of a futaurthodoxy
might be.”

He discusses, among other happenings, the in ;?éb

of Luther, Calvin the English Reformation, CourfRafor-
mation Catholicism and how their histories affeateli-
ions of today. What have we learned from theil@vo
tions? Does our study of the past show us whapdople
in the past meant by their actions? Are the halfitbe
past bringing believers into the presence of tieanmate
reality of Jesus?

When we examine past periods we should ask
what made it impossible for Christians to repeaatwhas
done and what made them change what was done as
making slavery intolerable and affirming equaliby t
women.

“Our responses to past actions, authority in the
Churches’ teaching are bound up with what makes the
Churches’ situation here and now open to its astiiprin
the acts of God.”

Today Christians find it easy to debate across
tures, liberal — conservative in the western chesabr
dialogs between Western and Eastern churches.eThe
challenges are harder to work with if we don't treedis-
cipline of questioning our starting points.

As | read his examples of how historys impacts
our current times, | really began to wonder wharfe
religious historians will find from the happingsanr
world since the First World War to now. Where vaillr
place in God’s story be?

>;_ime for our day school families to thank St. Matils

n

cul

The Day School Welcomes Fall
by Dana Fallon, Day School Parent
Now that the weather has cooled, our thought
turn to Fall. School beginnings and Fall just séergo
hand in hand. You can feel Fall in the air as gtall
through the halls of St. Matthew's. Children aeaving
their fall clothes and decorating pumpkins. Theegae-
ay has transformed into a Fall orchard. The scaod
its wonderful parents work hard to prepare for Falt.
Our Fall Fest is a wonderful tradition that allow
families to spend time together and have some old-
fashioned fall fun. Children play simple gamederpo-
nies and eat homemade baked goods. Fall Festoisal

School with their time and donations that suppoet t
school’s mission and the children. It seems apjaigp
that Fall brings to us this special event wherecaue ex-
press our thanks to our school and St. MatthedMter
tFall is a time that reminds us of Thanksgivirlye
are all grateful that St. Matthew’s is a place veheur
children will learn the virtue of thankfulness. 1Quom-
munity will reap the rewards of children who haxe e
perienced the thankfulness demonstrated so wehdy
staff and the parents of the Day School and St- Mat
thew’s. So, St. Matthew’s Church and Day Schdank
you.

[72]




Financials

Beat the Deadline on IRA Charity Tax Break
Submitted by Jack Eccles

This article appeared in the Austin American-Staas Sep
tember 30, 2007. The described tax break for pewjile
IRA accounts is over this year. It is a wonderfaywo save
on taxes while supporting St. Matthew’s. Contribno§ may
be made to the Operating Fund, the Capital Fundanthe
Endowment Fund. It is important to follow the ditens in
the article to qualify.From Business Section, Austin Ame
can Statesman, September 30, 2007 by Glenn Ruffenac

Getting ready to take a required annual withdraw
from your IRA? You have three months left to takivan-
tage of a nice tax break from Uncle Sam involvihgritable
donations.

The Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows older
owners of individual retirement accounts to makeftae
distributions directly to a charity. The catch:ig provision
for “qualified charitable distribution” or QCD expis De-
cember 31.

Here’s a look at the rules and you can benefit:

To be eligible, you must be at least 70 ¥z yeats O
on the date the money is transferred. You arevelibto
donate as much as $100,000 to a charity (or chgyiti

You won't be taxed on the distribution, and the
money you donate counts toward the required minirdign
tribution that IRA holders in this age group musétharaw
from their accounts each year.

The distribution must be made to a “qualified” no
| profit group; a donor-advised fund, for instancegsh’t
count. The money must come from an IRA; 401(k}$ an
SIMPLE and SEP plans aren't eligible.

Your IRA custodian must send the funds directly
the charity. (You can't withdraw the money yoursaifl
write a check.) You can't take a tax deductiontfar
riddonation- but again, you won’t be taxed on the dridlwal.

How to benefit? Let’'s say you want to donate $Q
4b your church, and you normally don't itemize yaeduc-
tions. That means you wouldn’t be able to deduetdift on
your tax return. Let’s also assume that you ageired to
withdraw $8,000 from your IRA before year end.

With a QCD, you could direct your IRA custodian
send $2,000 to your church. That money would ctamnt
ward your required minimum distribution for the yeand
you would end up reporting only $6,000 in IRA distitions
(instead of $8,000) on your tax return.

For people with higher incomes who do itemize d
ductions, a QCD could help keep your adjusted grassme
below the level where the value of your deductiensid be
reduced.

One additional note: If you plan to make a QCD,
check the possible impact on your state tax retimrsome
states, you might be better off taking an IRA disttion and
writing a check to charity, rather than making aldied
charitable distribution.
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Summary of Operating

Revenues and Expenses

September, 2007
Submitted by Dave Bowman, Business Manager
| MTD Actual | MTD Budget | YTD Actual | YTD Budget |
Pledges $ 53,999.00 $ 56,000.00 $623,335.93 $633,000.00
Non-Pledge & Cash $12,223.30 $ 9,000.00 $ 68,960.48 $ 81,500.00
Good Faith $ 1,624.52 $ 4,000.00 $ 18,373.55 $ 33,000.00
Other Income $ 9,623.48 $ 4,145.00 $ 51,087.35 $ 60,349.00
Total Income $77,470.30 $73,145.00 $761,757.31  $807,849.00
Total Expenses $81,421.49  $93,713.01  $807,892.60  $885,952.05
Income vs. Expenses $(3,951.19)  $(20,568.01) $(46,135.29)  $(78,103.05)




Youth Ministry

St. Matthew’s Youth Group Newsby Rev. Kevin Schubert

The youth of St. Matthew’s has some great thingamed this November, details below:
+ Sunday November4we will have our “At Church Activity” full of disassion, games, dinner and worship.

« Sunday November 1at 6:30 pm the youth group will meet at All SasnEpiscopal Church (209 W.®Bt. Austin,
78705) to worship in a U2 Eucharist put on by thevigrsity of Texas Episcopal Campus Ministry PrograAfter the ser-
vice we will enjoy dinner together with a letteritvyg campaign. The organization Bread for the MWarill facilitate the
group in writing letters to our Congress men ananeo asking for their help in making the Millennilavelopment
Goals a priority in the government. Bread forWierld is a lobbying organization that promotes albgiresponsible deci
sions by our politicians. For more information abthe organization please govtavw.bread.org Pick up after the even
will be at All Saint’s Episcopal Church at 8:30 pm.

» Monday November 2for those youth that are in AISD and have a d&jrom school we will take part in our out-
reach activity for the month. We are participatinghe El Buen Samaritano Turkey Drive. We wiket at the church at
10:00 am to prepare turkey baskets for peoplearfilistin community who can not provide a good Tlsgnkng dinner
for themselves. After the turkey baskets are pexpare will deliver them to the El Buen Samaritaremt@r in South Aus-
tin. After delivery we will travel to a park loead near the church for games and a picnic. Lunltieprovided during
the initial basket preparation. We will be joinedhis activity by Anderson High School and Thed€ppal Theological
Seminary of the Southwest. For those youth whoraRRISD or PISD and have school that day, younawee than wel-
come to join us for the picnic after school. P&sdhat can attend are more than welcome to joesusell! Further detai
of park location and directions will be availabt®a.

+ Sunday November 1&he youth group will enjoy “Dinner and a Movie” Huffman Hall at the church from 5:00 pn
to 7:30 pm. We will watch the newly released mdtean Almighty” and eat dinner as well.

+ Sunday November #5here will be no youth group event due to the Ksgiving Holidays.
Friday November 30through Saturday Decembetill be the Middle School Lock-in at St. Matthew'all youth in

grades B through &' will arrive Friday evening at 6:00 pm for a fufidil night of games, movies, and service. Thiglo¢

in will center around the preparation of the Alatime Gifts Market held at the church the followiignday. As well as
having fun we will prepare this great outreach stiyi for the parish. Pick up after the lock-in®aturday morning will b
at 8:00 am.

[
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The 20s & 30s Group at St. Matthew’s

For those of you who are in their twenties and- thir
ties (or those who wish they still were) come and
enjoy this initial night of a six month series edll
“Theology and You.” Beginning Wednesday Np-
vember 28th at 7:30 pm we will meet once a
month to discuss different theological questions
and concerns pertaining to our age group. Eagh
month a different theologian will give a presenta-
tion and then lead a discussion. The event willl be
held at the North Lamar Central Market where you
may enjoy many different choices of beverageg or
food. More information relating to this event wil
be sent through our group e-mail list. If you
would like more information about this group of
would like to be included on the group e-mail list,
please contact The Rev. Kevin Schubert by phpne
(512-345-8314 ext. 232) or through e-mail
(kevin@stmattsaustin.oyxg




CONCERTS AT NOON
12:05 P.M.
THURSDAYS

DECEMBER 6
CHORALE, ANDERSON HIGH SCHOOL

DECEMBER 13
OVATION, VISTA RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

DECEMBER 20
DAVID SMALL, BARITONE AND COMPANY

Free Concerts
Sanctuary
St. Matthew'’s Episcopal Church
Mesa and Steck
345-8314

Www.stmatitsaustin.orqg

Advent 200

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED IN NEW ORLEANS
by Linda Fryer

Eight volunteers from St. Matt's completed threelkndays in New Orleans working with the Episcop@ad2se of
Louisana (EDOLA) Volunteer Group. The three meba#ry Ballard, Jack Robertson and Jim Fryer --doee expert
sheetrockers after three days at two houses thatleing reconstructed from damage by The Storntrifi€a. The five
women -- Kathy Morris, Susan Robertson, Linda Frig@th Nelson, and Jeannine Shirey -- worked asHing tasks for
two days, painting trim, caulking everything, griogtbathroom tile, and generally cleaning up thedsoas the owner
dropped in periodically with a big smile on herdaand with kind words for the workers. On the tldey they joined the
men, applying sheetrock in a home where the owlserlized in a FEMA trailer in the front yard. Agport team of
twelve -- Jo Ann Cage, Phaedra Klein, Jeri Muhlidmnice Watkins, Pat Yeargain, Nancy Mallory, Maeg&arpenter,
Lesley Morehead, Eileen Titus, Elaine GoesslingoClslcCollum, Verna Hazelwood, Geri Williams and

Avery Goodgame -- generously provided snacks, lesemnd drinks for each of the three work days.h\#fit extra lunch
or two each day, we donated a lunch to the EDOIla#f sbordinator(s) who were on-site all day with dhese young
people often take a semester or a year off fronegeland learn demolition and construction skifigtee job;

our supervisors were from Ohio, lowa and North Gazo

EDOLA now has a warehouse for stocking constracsiapplies as well as donated items. We off-loguets for
perhaps 50 bunk beds that had been donated byitufercompany. EDOLA volunteer staff work coopely with
other denominational volunteer groups to utilizesehdonated materials and furnishings. Most ot now is re-
building houses that were stripped by earlier vidangroups and have been prepared for re-buildittgmold-
suppressing sealant. EDOLA encourages groupsne @3 often as they can be scheduled. Howeverstated that they
can handle fewer unskilled volunteers in the cas$iton process than they could when most of the&kwwars tear-out
demolition and therefore must be sure they haveguate skilled supervisors. Skilled constructionmkees are welcomed
at any time. Our group observed that many mmees and shops were open than in April and maideats were visibl
occupying their homes, except in the Ninth Warde §houp expresses appreciation for the prayenggpat of this mis-
sion trip to our neighbors in Louisiana.




Outreach in Action

THANKSGIVING BASKET DRIVE

FOR EL BUEN SAMARITANO

# # $b
ithe deadline is Friday, November 9
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If you have questions please contact:
2 " 134553
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THANK YOU

El Buen Samaritano Episcopal Mission:
Ministry of the Month,
Submitted by Esther Garcia

The mission of El Buen Samaritano Episcopal
Mission is to transform lives by engaging the sités
of working-poor Hispanic families to promote their
successful participation in society. Since 1987, E
Buen Samaritano has become a beacon of hope in the
lives of these families. By providing a safety oet
vital programs and services, El Buen has helped ind
vidual and families leverage their resources, engbl
them to change the future trajectory of their lif@s
generations to come. Most importantly, through the
delivery of programs such as integrated healthcare,
English-as-a-Second Language (ESL) education, job
readiness skills, social services, health educalbarml-
ership training, children’s programs and emergency
food assistance, El Buen Samaritano guides working-
poor families through the process of gaining self-
sufficiency and leading healthier, more productive
lives.

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church has been a
friend and loyal supporter providing financial re-
sources and volunteer services for many yearsh&y t
end of 2007, St. Matthew’s will have contributed
$2,500. To illustrate the impact of this gift, yalona-
tion has helped support two families by providihgrh
essential food for a year, has given a newborrm éhil
healthy start, and has helped six students take ESL
classes for a full year.

The Reverend Ed Gomez, Executive Director
of El Buen Samaritano recently recognized St. Mat-
thew’s Episcopal Church at the 20th AnniversaryeCel
bration, thanking parishioners for supporting EEBu
Samaritano as it was getting off the ground. He
thanked St. Matthew’s for our continued support and
for the many volunteers who serve selflessly. éte r
ognized our very own parishioner, Dr. Guy Blumhagen
thanking him for his service and dedication to the
families at El Buen Samaritano. St. Matthew’s is
pleased to be a part of this great organizationvesd
look forward to continuing to support this agensyita
evolves and grows, creating new innovative programs
to serve those in need

EL BUEN SAMARITANO

EPISCOPAL MISSION
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Ministry News

Family-to-Family Course on Mental lliness
Offered at St. Matthew’s

by June Scogin

A free course for family members, partners and
friends of someone with a severe and persistentahidin
ness will be offered starting in January at St.thlaw’'s. The
12-week course is structured to help caregiverenatand,
provide support and help manage the illness of theed
one while maintaining their own well-being.

Classes are taught by a two-person team of trai
family member volunteers who know what it’s likeltave a
loved one struggling with a brain disorder.

The course covers the major illnesses: Schizojdn
and schizoaffective disorder, major depressiomlaipdis-
order (manic depression), borderline personalispidier,
panic disorder and obsessive compulsive disordgican
occurring brain disorders and addictive disorders.

Classes will be held at the church each Thursday
from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM, starting January 3. Toidwo
conflict with Holy Week activities, classes, wedkand 11
will be covered in one evening.

ned

Senior Sentences
by Lucy Boyea, Minister of Senior Activities

I am presently enrolled in a Lifetime Learning
course, "Lessons of History". For those of yotauriliar
with Lifetime Learning, it is a program of non-cieday-
time classes for adults 50 years of age and oldéetime
Learning Institute (LLI) is now in its 31st yealts intent is
to provide enlightenment, enrichment and enjoynent
older adults.

The course | am taking is comprised of
approximately 12 people with an equal distributbddmales
and females. | am fascinated by the fact thatkhss-
participants all appear to be very well informed get are

[@Ager to enhance their knowledge. Excerpts froi@'SA
statement of purpose include the following---"SAle0s---
educational activities". We believe that our méyngpeak-
ers and Armchair Travelers meet that criteria amnslen-
couraging to know that persons over 50 years ohage
not lost their enthusiasm for learning. Come jasrand be
enlighted!

Classes are limited to 20 participants. They g@end
to anyone in the Austin and surrounding communityao
first-come, first-served basis so early registrateorecom-
mended. We encourage family members of those with a
illness—fathers and mothers, siblings, spousesadntt
children—to attend together if possible.

The course is funded by NAMI Austin, an affiliate
of NAMI (National Alliance on Mental lliness), a negrofit,
grassroots organization, as part of its mission.

For more information, call me, June Scogin (512
249-0369, Norma Bangs (512) 303-3349) or the NAMEA
tin office (512) 420-9810. We need to make sur¢ tthey
course would be appropriate and helpful for you.

Care for the Caregiver
by Gidget Fisher

Care for the Caregiver is pleased to have Carol
Marak as our guest speaker on November 8, 20071i&.B
Ms. Marak is the founder of WorkingCaregiver.commnich
is grounded in her own caregiving experiences.\@he
share her story while offering solutions and resesifor
those issues that challenge caregivers on a dadligb

Join us at 9:00 am for fabulous (and FREE) chai
massage by Autumn Elias, LMT of BodyWork Benefitd-
ditionally, there will be refreshments, support daghter.

Please contact Gidget Fisher @ 328-2088 or
gid92get@yahoo.comvith any questions.

Alternative Gift Market

On the first Sunday in Advent, the Youth Ministry
of St. Matthew’s will serve refreshments on theghdoefore

Deadline for the
December, 2007 Issue of The Word

Midnight on the 15th of the Month
Please email your articles to

Office@StMattsAustin.Organd to JeriM@Austin.rr.Co

and after the 10:30 service.

Please take the time to talk with us. We woikid |
to get to know you and to tell you about some mtsj¢hat
have really touched our hearts.
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Children s Ministry
This Little Light of Mine:

. . . . . THANK YOU, ncers!

Raising Up Children in the Light HANK Dancer

of God's Love By following the lyrics of Sydney
Carter’'s wonderful song, Lord of the Dance, the

children of St. Matthew's spent the fall Sunday
School “semester” learning just how much fun it
is to follow Jesus and be part of “the dance.”

There is a prayer in the Book of Common Prayer | BY sharing their time, energy and love with your
written especially for children. It begins, “God, our Fa- |children, these folks did their part to pass on
ther, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and | the dance” to the next generation of dancers!
confusing world...” Raising children who love God and Please join us in offering a HUGE “Thank You”
know that God loves them is no simple task. Almost to the following people who taught Sunday
from the day they are born, our children are bombarded |School for the fall “semester™
with confusing messages from this world that we live in. Andrew and Dana Bushong,

Our children are faced with hard choices at a very early Carol Ezzell Webb, Beth Nelson

age. Are there things we can do to help our children
handle the pressures, stresses and confusing messages
they hear? Are there things we can do to equip our chil-

by Kathy Dugat, Acting Children’s
Ministry Coordinator

Stefani Minnear, James and Dana Young,
Jeff Darby, Allison Dady, Kristin Braun

dren to make good choices? ABSOLUTELY!!! Parents, And “thanks” to the following folks who
grandparents and godparents are invited to join us on graciously stepped in as substitutes for us when
Monday, November 12th at 6:30 in the sanctuary as we needed extra hands:

Kathy Dugat shares simple things you can incorporate Kelly Smith, Esther Garcia,

into your everyday lives to prepare our children to face
the world with confidence, knowing that we love them,
and more importantly, that God loves them! Kathy will
bring a list of ideas to share with you, and will leave
plenty of time for your questions. Child care provided
by reservation...contact Marilyn Wright...
mjwright@austin.rr.com or 401-8382. For more infor-
mation, contact Kathy Dugat (343-7989 or
kdugat@austin.rr.com).

Rita Eccles, Ann Hart

Give a Littlel PLEASEI!l

You are invited to join the children of St. Matthew's as we reach out “Hand in Hand” and do what
we can to share God's love. Each week during the month of November, the children ask you to join them in
bringing a special item to church. There will be special boxes in the Commons, in the youth Sunday School
rooms and in each adult Sunday School classroom. PLEASE help us as we reach out to help others!

ALL MONTH LONG...new or gently read hard back books for readers of ANY age for Libraries of
Love

Nov. 11th - canned vegetables for El Buen Samaritano Thanksgiving baskets
Nov. 18th - new toothbrushes and toothpaste for SafePlace
Nov. 25th - Last call for books! (or anything else you might have forgotten!)
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Conversations on Prayefby Fr. Jim Williams

NOTE Each month in “Conversations on Prayer,” | h3
been exploring many aspects of prayer and thetaplrlife
— often in response to questioosa comment from readef
| frequently use the device of a dialog to acceiekfferent

perspectives or attitudes about a question or anasundef

consideration - with one speaker in regular typed &he
other in bold. Last month a computer gremlin wiped the
bold font, making it a bit difficult to distinguisivho was
saying what. Since this article was written inpesse tq
some expressed concerns, | think it is worthwhiletry
again. So here it is with some editing. PAX

So what got you started on thispic? | thought you had
something else in mind.

Something came up and thumped me on the forehead —
had to pay attention.

“Thumped,” you say? What was it?

It was you. You did it. And Merrill in his Septéer
WORD article. Do you remember what you said when Y|
read about his ongoing need for silence and forgurale-
spite experiencing “valleys of disinterest andraisting
business?” You said “Boy, that's dead on, andritseven
the half of it!” Do you remember saying that? WWele too.
| realize that | am having a similar struggle araaivl not
dealing with it very well. | know that you’'ve beening
daily prayer for a while, as | have. Maybe we datallk
about this struggle a bit, if you're willing?

What! You're struggling too? Sure, I'm glad to Baabout
it. I'm bone dry! | was so proud of myself a whiback
when [ finally got into a regular pattern. You kne, some-
thing simple — “Forward Day by Day” and prayer irhe
morning. I'm not one of your Centering Prayer coein-
plative experts like you. I'm just an amateur.

Hey, wait, that was a cheap shot. We'reaatfiateurs here.
There’s no way to pray that is better than oth@&, maybg
you felt like | have been a little patronizing abduso |
apologize.

Ha! Gotcha! Sometimes you're such a broad tardgetan-
not resist. But seriously, I've come to understatiht “all
prayer is simply responding to God.” You've saidften
enough and | finally heard it. But you, strugglirgy That
does surprise me a bit.

Me, too. So what did happen to you?

Well, my prayer patterseemed to go O.K. for a while, an
then | began to resist a bit. Things got busy angkegan to
struggle, to miss my quiet time. Than at one pginhad to
travel or something, and just stopped. Just liket There
you have it. How about you?

It is really very puzzling. Centering Prayer hagt the
teway into a deeper life of prayer for me. Singlyt has
also been rich and rewarding. So why do | get 8ateless
g_ike you say, something interferes, things getibette
prayer time gets preempted and | miss a day, then t
limp back and it happens again. A week goes by . .

I know the great spiritual masters had desert gericGome
even refer to the “dark night of the soul. . .”

Hold it — don't go off there. It's a bit dramaticjon’t you
think? At least for me it's probably pretty simplé don’t
have excuses — | think I just get bored — restlesmeless.

I've thought about perhaps | should make some chasg-
get a different pattern, a different time, use dfdrent set
of readings, try some of your other spiritual exeses.
Maybe | need to consider these — but | don't reathynk
that is the problem.

This amazes me. You've been trying to work on. thighy
didn’t you say something?

Yes, even | have actual thoughts sometimes. Sdhat
was uncalled for. (But | will accept that apologyow.)

Try this — maybe it’s like the rest of life. Ifdon’t pay at-
tention to what | eat, how | exercise, and how I'steeping,
everything gets out of sync pretty quick. Maybeee
prayer. | have been thinking that maybe prayer do#
stand alone, but probably connects everything tdmget
Maybe | need to look at how everything going. Maybe
it's not just prayer that I'm struggling with. Andnaybe
worship fits in here, also? Do you think I'm cra2y

Good griefl This is fascinating. Go on!

Alright, if you insist. | know that I'm not that omplicated.
I need things pretty regular and predictable — anthybe
most people do. Prayer probably needs to fit ititat
whole, don't you think? And you know what else ocred
to me — well, on second thought, maybe not. Itetty
silly . ..

No, No, don’t stop now. You're even making senkdon’t
have a clue, silly or not. Just say it!

OK, OK, here goes. Maybe we should just pray your
“Alright, Lord...” prayer. What? You're looking atme
funny. That's your idea, after all. You always w#hat
when push comes to shove you just pray “Alright
Lord...”and then boldly ask directly what to do or ga as
in “Alright, Lord, what do | do about my struggle ith my
prayer life?”

dFor goodness sake! Did you just say we could plmut

our struggle with prayer? What a concept! Thatmder-
full It's so simple. It breaks the impasse, dht®ugh the
nonsense. It brings our response to God bacKactgs. . .

Whoa, slow down, give it a rest! | don’t know abioail
that, but | do know we still have to just do it.

Of course, that's it! You said it. Just do it!
You're on! Let's do it!

e
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Children’s Ministry

Hand in Hand...Doing What We Canl!
Making a Difference in Our World

There is nothing new about counting your blessings, especially during the month of November. In
fact, that's what Thanksgiving is all about! During the next month, our children’s Sunday School classes
will keep up the tradition of counting our blessings, but we aren't going to stop there! It is important for
ALL of us, no matter what our age, to:

recognize the blessings in our lives
thank God for those blessings

find real, meaningful ways to share our gifts with neighbors near and far away, whether we know
their names or not!

And that's just what we will be doing in Children's Sunday School...discovering that as we work hand in
hand, with each person doing what he or she can, we truly can make a difference in the world!

Children who are at least four years old through this year's fifth graders will gather in the base-
ment each week at 9:15 to learn about a different organization that reaches out to share God's love and
help our neighbors near and far away. We will discover ways that WE can help share God’s love, no matter
what our age. We will collect or make something specific to the organization we will be talking about that
week.

Date Organization Bring the following item to donate

November 4™ Libraries of Love New or gently read hardback
books of ALL kinds

November 11™ El Buen Samaritano Canned vegetables for Thanksgiv-
ing Baskets; Book drive continues

November 18" SafePlace New toothbrushes and toothpaste;
Book dr_ive continues '

November 25" Fellowship Breakfast in Huffman Hall Conclusion of Book Drive...and
bring something you forgot earlier
in the month!

Special Note to Parents, Grandparents, Godparents and Folks looking for ways to make a difference
in the world: We will open each Sunday School session with a presentation to all the children about the
focus organization of the week. Parents and other “tall people” are invited to join us from 9:15 - 9:45 for
these important lessons. Come listen and learn about ways YOU can work hand in hand right along side our
children to share God's love and make a difference in the world around us! Questions? Contact Kathy
Dugat (343-7989 or kdugat@austin.rr.com).
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