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SAFEGUARDING GOD'S CHILDREN 
 AT ST. MATTHEW'S.    

Saturday, November 10, 9:00-12 noon, B-18. 
by Rev. Susan Barnes 
  Knowledge is the best prevention for child sexual 
abuse.   We can make sure that St. Matthew's and all our 
church's are safe places for our children if we take the time 
to learn how to recognize predatory behavior and stop it.    

 This excellent training, created by the Diocese of 
Texas, is mandatory for all people who work as staff or vol-
unteers with children or youth.   Your clergy recommend it 
for everyone who would like to help make St. Matthew's a 
safe place .  Susan Barnes will lead the training.   
To register, log on:http://www.epicenter.org/edot/
CF_Safeguarding_Gods_Children.asp?SnID=1117969974 

From the Rector: 
A Word of Gratitude 
I write this on Monday, October 22, with deep gratitude for a 
wonderful Sunday at St. Matthew’s Church on October 21.  
The Anderson High School Choir, under the direction of Pat-
rick Dill, blessed us with their presence. Combining with our 
adult choir, they sang a beautiful setting of Psalm 121; I lift 
up my eyes unto the hills.  I want to thank our new Music 
Director and Organist, Jean Fuller, for showing the initiative 
to arrange for the Anderson Choir to worship with us.  We 
also received leadership from 25 children of our parish, led 
by Children’s Ministry Coordinator Kathy Dugat, as they 
instructed us and led us in singing with both voices and sign 
language Lord of the Dance.  It was a wonderful offering to 
the Lord. 

At 5:15pm, Kevin Schubert and the Rev. Cathy Boyd led our 
youth and others in an alternative form of the Holy Eucha-
rist.  It was a rich day of worship and music. 

 

Clergy Conference 
From October 1-3, the clergy of the Diocese of Texas met at 
Camp Allen for our annual Clergy Conference.  As always, 
it was great to see one another and great camaraderie pre-
vailed.  Bishop Wimberly reported on the recent House of 
Bishops meeting in New Orleans.  He said that though frac-
tures remain across the Episcopal Church relative to the cur-
rent controversies, he remains loyal to the Episcopal Church 
and to the Anglican Communion.  More on his comments 
about our place in the Anglican Communion are available on 
the Diocesan website, www.epicenter.org. 

 

Continued on Page 2 

Fellowship Breakfast continues the last Sunday of the Month! 
 Come and get it!  That’s right!  We’re cooking breakfast just for you!  You are invited to join us in Huffman Hall 
the last Sunday of each month during the Sunday School hour for breakfast and fellowship.  We hope you will take advan-
tage of this special opportunity to slow down the pace a bit, get caught up with family and friends, and let us do the cook-
ing. (A nominal donation is asked to cover the cost of food.)  Thanks to the Sunday Morning Book Club adult class for be-
ing our hosts in October, and to the Youth for doing the cooking in November. 

From the Senior Warden: 
On Sunday, November 18, immediately following the 
10:30AM service in the Sanctuary, I invite you to remain  
in your seats for a 10 minute presentation on the operating 
budget and financial picture for St. Matthew's as we move 
toward the end of this budget year.  I will take any questions 
you might have.   

Faithfully, Tom Canby, Senior Warden 
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Continued from Page 1 

Bishop Wimberly to call for Bishop Coadjutor 
Bishop Wimberly announced that he will be calling for a Bishop Coadjutor at the February 15-16 Diocesan Council to be 
held in Galveston.  A Bishop Coadjutor will automatically become the Diocesan Bishop upon the retirement or death of the 
sitting Bishop.  Bishop Wimberly will retire no later than the summer of 2009.  The Bishop announced that I would be 
working with Pam Nolting, a lay member of Good Shepherd, Kingwood, as co-chairs of the Task Force for the Election of 
the Bishop Coadjutor.  This is, of course, a momentous election for the Diocese of Texas and I am honored that the Bishop 
has entrusted me with this leadership role.  I will pass on more details of this responsibility in future communications. 

50th Anniversary Committee Working 
Your 50th Anniversary planning Committee, led by Kay and Leon Whitney and Marjorie and Bert Hooper, has met three 
times and a timeline of events is beginning to emerge for 2008.  Though much planning is yet to be done, there are, at this 
point, plans for a special Annual Meeting, a 50th Anniversary Pictorial Directory, some form of a written or video history 
of the church, Pentecost Sunday events,  major events around St. Matthew’s Day (weekend of September 28, 2008), and an 
Arts Festival.  All of the regular events of the year (Shrove Tuesday supper, Lenten suppers and concerts, as examples) will 
be occasions for remembering or celebrating our anniversary.  You should expect to hear more from the 50th Anniversary 
Committee in the coming weeks and months. 

Giving Thanks for our Country 
On Sunday, November 11, we will commemorate Veteran’s Day by recognizing those men and women in our congregation 
who have fought to preserve our liberties in foreign wars. Veteran’s Day is a day to honor America’s veterans for their pa-
triotism and sacrifice for the common good.  We will that dedicate a new American Flag and Episcopal Church flag donated 
by Babs Clendenin in Loving Memory of her daughter, Jan. 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
As is our custom, we will celebrate the Holy Eucharist with Triumphant Love Lutheran Church the night before Thanksgiv-
ing, November 21, at 7:15PM, in the sanctuary of St. Matthew’s.  As always, our choirs will combine and the preaching and 
presiding at the service will be shared by both churches.  Pastor Norb Firnhaber and I enjoy this annual offering, please 
come and offer your Prayers of Thanksgiving. 

Finally, I want to offer a word of thanks to all of you for the excellent start to our pledge campaign for the Operating 
Budget of St. Matthew’s for 2008. As of this writing, we have 230 pledges for $873,000. I am very grateful to you for your 
commitments to grow this parish in mission and ministry. The Wardens will keep you informed as we move ahead in this 
process. 

 

God bless you all! 

 

Merrill 

 

Youth Confirmation Class:  

 If you are are a 6th to 12th grader, or the parent of one, 
and you or your child desires to be confirmed when 
Bishop Wimberly comes for confirmation on Sunday, 
December 16, at the 10:30AM service, please email me at 
kevin@stmattsaustin.org and I will arrange for 3 class 
sessions to prepare for confirmation. Thanks so much, 
Kevin Schubert. 

Newcomers Council Meeting 
There will be a meeting of the Newcomers Council, Sunday,  
November 18 at 12:15 in Room B-18.  A light lunch will be 
served.  I ask all present members to please be present as we 
have a lot to cover.  However, this is an open meeting and all 
interested people are encouraged to attend.   

 

Thanks, Babs Cendenin 
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Music to be topic of Mary-Lynn Polk’s talk at  
November 11 Women’s Story Circle 

by Leslie Kjellstrand 

 “How Music Enriches my Spiritual Journey” will 
be the topic for choir member and pianist Mary-Lynn Polk, 
at the November 11 Women’s Story Circle in Huffman Hall 
immediately after the 10:30 a.m. service. 

 Mary-Lynn has shared her talent in many ways. 
Besides singing in the choir for many years, she frequently 
helps with the Children’s Chapel.  She loves to play the 
piano as much as she loves to sing and she will be joining 
Kathy Morris in leading the worship for the 2008 St. Mat-
thew’s Women’s Retreat. She is a member of the Glory 
Bound Singers, a group that leads worship for many Daugh-
ters of the King functions and also is music director for the 
North Austin Community Bible Study. 

 A former  math teacher and computer programmer 
(many years ago!), Mary-Lynn spends much of her time 
with her music as well as knitting for the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, participating in other St. Matthew’s groups, read-
ing and occasionally traveling. She and her husband Darryl 
have been married 35 years and have a grown daughter 
Amy, who lives in Southern California. 

 All women are invited to attend the November 
Women’s Story Circle for a light lunch (donation $5) and 
fellowship.  Babysitting is always provided.  For reserva-
tions, please email Janie McMahan at jmcdun-
can2@austin.rr.com or call the church office. 

 Instead of a Women’s Story Circle luncheon in De-
cember, the Episcopal Church Women will hold their an-
nual Advent Coffee on Saturday, December 8, at 10 a.m. in 
Huffman Hall.  Mark your calendar so that you won’t miss 
this special brunch. 

Episcopal Church Women 
Summary of September 2007 Vestry Meeting 

Submitted by Vickie Blumhagen, Junior Warden 

 Below is a summary of the September 25, 2007 ves-
try meeting.  Once the formal minutes are approved by the 
vestry, a complete copy can be found on the St. Matthew’s 
web site.  Parishioners are always welcome to attend these 
meetings, which are typically held the last Tuesday of each 
month.  The October meeting will be held on October 30, 
2007 in B-18, with the meeting portion starting at 7pm.   

 

-Vestry approved for the Senior Warden to enter into a con-
tract to replace roofs for the Sanctuary, Huffman Hall, Ad-
ministration Building and Bell Tower in an amount up to 
$315,000.  This was the first vote with a second vote required. 

-Vestry approved line of credit to be obtained by the Day 
School to finance its share of costs for the education building 
expansion up to $900,000. 

-Vestry approved replacing five heat pump systems for the 
Sanctuary basement. 

-Vestry heard update and approved items for Environmental 
Stewardship Council. 

-Vestry approved accepting a donation of land to St. Mat-
thew’s located in Harris County.   The Senior Warden is au-
thorized to sign such documents to complete the receipt of the 
land and its sale. 

-Vestry authorized disposal of furniture in Huffman Hall. 

-Vestry authorized Senior Warden to work with Junior War-
den to redecorate B-14 up to a cost of $7,500.  The room will 
be dedicated in loving memory of the Rev. George Wilson 
and will be set up as a place of small group worship, prayer, 
meditation and classroom space. The Wardens have author-
ized parish member Anna Morales to coordinate the planning 
of the space, working with the Rector and the Rev. Susan 
Barnes in that process.  The monies for this redecoration have 
been especially donated for this purpose and are not taken 
from Building on our Sure Foundation donations. 

 

-Vestry authorized Senior Warden to work with Junior War-
den to redecorate Room B-6 up to a cost of $3,500.  The War-
dens authorized parish member Anna Morales to coordinate 
such efforts.  The monies for this are taken from donations to 
the Capital Fund prior to the Building on our Sure Foundation 
donations. 

 

 

 

Vestry Report 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder: 

Daylight Savings Time ends at 2:00 a.m. on Novem-
ber 4th.  Please set your clocks back before going to 
bed on November 3rd so as not to be early for church 
on Sunday. 
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ST. MATTHEW'S VESTRY ELECTIONS – Second Notice 

by Vickie Blumhagen, Junior Warden 

 St. Matthew's has a Vestry composed of fifteen members of the parish who are responsible for the running of the 
business side of the church as well as various Commissions. Each year five people "retire" from a three year term on the 
Vestry, as five more people are elected at the Annual Meeting, which will be held on Sunday evening, January 6, 2008.  
Those retiring in January, 2008 after serving a three year term include Vickie Blumhagen, Esther Garcia, Clarissa Vasquez, 
Kathy Morris and Steve Brock. 

 Shortly after the Parish Meeting, the new Vestry members attend an annual Vestry Retreat where they are familiar-
ized with procedures, bond with one another and share in fellowship. This retreat will be January 12 and 13, 2008 at Camp 
Allen.  Elections at this Annual Meeting will also be held for representation to the Diocesan Council and the Endowment 
Committee. 

 These are the requirements for eligibility per the Canons and By-laws for the Vestry 

1. At least 18 years of age 

2. A baptized and confirmed (or received) communicant in the Episcopal Church and a member of the St. Matthew's parish 

3. Have not previously served a full term on the Vestry within the past 12 months. 

 The following items are also to be considered as part of your commitment to serve the community at St. Matthew's. 

1. Pledge a 10% tithe or be seriously heading towards a tithe by making annual increases in percentage giving. 

2. Agree to a three-year consecutive term unless otherwise stated and take a leadership role 

3. Regular attendance at regular and special worship services and parish events. This is especially important if you are the 
Vestry Person of the Month. 

4. Each person serves as Vestry Person of the Month (VOM) at least one month of the year.  VOMs are responsible for 
overseeing donated funds at the church’s main (usually 10:30am) service and other church events plus serving as greeters 
and hosts when needed.  Additionally, each Vestry member oversees donations at the early (usually 8am) service once each 
quarter. 

5. Attend all Vestry meetings and special Vestry workshops. 

6. Recognize that membership on the Vestry is a commitment to service and Stewardship should be at top of your call to 
service. 

7. First year members serve on the Stewardship Commission and attend the Stewardship Conference at Camp Allen 
(typically a two day conference in August at Camp Allen). Then and after you may serve on one of the following commis-
sions: 

Building and Grounds Commission 

Communications Commission 

Finance Commission 

Outreach Commission 

School Board Liaison 

The above should be decided upon with the approval of the Rector and Senior Warden. 

8. Attend the Annual Vestry retreat in January. 

9. Attend the Diocesan Vestry and Wardens seminar at a church in Austin (typically a one day conference). 

10. Be willing to listen, learn and lead. 

11. Have a record of leadership in at least one area of the parish life and ministry. 

 And according to the Diocesan canons, subscribe to the following declaration: 

"I am persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain all doctrine required as necessary for eternal salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ: and I accede to the Doctrine, Discipline and Worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church."[ from Canon 9, 
Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Texas.]  I meet the requirements of the Canon and with God's 
help will do my best to comply with St. Matthew’s additional requirements for vestry members. I understand that the per-
sonal information contained on the Candidate Information Form will be published and made available to my fellow parish-
ioners at St. Matthew's.  

 More information will be provided in the December Monthly Word.  If you have questions about serving on the 
2008 Vestry please feel free to contact Vickie Blumhagen, Tom Canby or Merrill Wade! 
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Why Study The Past, by Rowan Williams 

104th Archbishop of Canterbury 

At first I thought about giving up on this book.  It seemed 
too much of an academic theological construct.  However, 
I’m glad that I stuck with it. As the title suggests, it brings 
up many interesting questions. 

As Rowan Williams deals with ancient to current 
history and the facts of politics in religion, looking back to 
see that God is not defined or guided by human authority 
is brought to light through the periods that he references.  
What we have learned from the past, and how it has or has 
not impacted our religions of today, is important in seeing 
where we are today in history. 

 Can we learn that God is our guide or are we try-
ing, as past periods show, to be His guide?  “We do not yet 
know what will be drawn out of us by the pressure of 
Christ’s reality.  What the full shape of a future orthodoxy 
might be.” 

 He discusses, among other happenings, the impact 
of Luther, Calvin the English Reformation, Counter Refor-
mation Catholicism and how their histories affected relig-
ions of today.  What have we learned from their evolu-
tions?  Does our study of the past show us what the people 
in the past meant by their actions?  Are the habits of the 
past bringing believers into the presence of the incarnate 
reality of Jesus? 

 When we examine past periods we should ask 
what made it impossible for Christians to repeat what was 
done and what made them change what was done as in 
making slavery intolerable and affirming equality to 
women. 

 “Our responses to past actions, authority in the 
Churches’ teaching are bound up with what makes the 
Churches’ situation here and now open to its authorship in 
the acts of God.” 

 Today Christians find it easy to debate across cul-
tures, liberal – conservative in the western churches or 
dialogs between Western and Eastern churches.  These 
challenges are harder to work with if we don’t use the dis-
cipline of questioning our starting points. 

 As I read his examples of how historys impacts 
our current times, I really began to wonder what future 
religious historians will find from the happings in our 
world since the First World War to now.  Where will our 
place in God’s story be? 

Good Read for November Good Read for November Good Read for November Good Read for November     
by Rita Eccles 

The Day School Welcomes Fall 
by Dana Fallon, Day School Parent 
                Now that the weather has cooled, our thoughts 
turn to Fall.  School beginnings and Fall just seem to go 
hand in hand.  You can feel Fall in the air as you stroll 
through the halls of St. Matthew's.  Children are wearing 
their fall clothes and decorating pumpkins.  The breeze-
way has transformed into a Fall orchard.  The school and 
its wonderful parents work hard to prepare for Fall Fest.  
 Our Fall Fest is a wonderful tradition that allows 
families to spend time together and have some old-
fashioned fall fun.  Children play simple games, ride po-
nies and eat homemade baked goods.  Fall Fest is also a 
time for our day school families to thank St. Matthew's 
School with their time and donations that support the 
school’s mission and the children.  It seems appropriate 
that Fall brings to us this special event where we can ex-
press our thanks to our school and St. Matthew's.  After 
all, Fall is a time that reminds us of Thanksgiving.  We 
are all grateful that St. Matthew’s is a place where our 
children will learn the virtue of thankfulness.  Our com-
munity will reap the rewards of children who have ex-
perienced the thankfulness demonstrated so well by the 
staff and the parents of the Day School and St. Mat-
thew’s.  So, St. Matthew’s Church and Day School, thank 
you. 
  
 

St. Matthew’s Day School 
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Financials 

Beat the Deadline on IRA Charity Tax Break 

Submitted by Jack Eccles 

This article appeared in the Austin American-Statesman Sep-
tember 30, 2007. The described tax break for people with 
IRA accounts is over this year. It is a wonderful way to save 
on taxes while supporting St. Matthew’s. Contributions may 
be made to the Operating Fund, the Capital Fund and/or the 
Endowment Fund. It is important to follow the directions in 
the article to qualify.  From Business Section, Austin Ameri-
can Statesman, September 30, 2007 by Glenn Ruffenach 

 Getting ready to take a required annual withdrawal 
from your IRA?  You have three months left to take advan-
tage of a nice tax break from Uncle Sam involving charitable 
donations. 

 The Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows older 
owners of individual retirement accounts to make tax-free 
distributions directly to a charity.  The catch: This provision 
for “qualified charitable distribution” or QCD expires De-
cember 31. 

 Here’s a look at the rules and you can benefit: 

 To be eligible, you must be at least 70 ½ years old 
on the date the money is transferred.  You are allowed to 
donate as much as $100,000 to a charity (or charities). 

 You won’t be taxed on the distribution, and the 
money you donate counts toward the required minimum dis-
tribution that IRA holders in this age group must withdraw 
from their accounts each year. 

 

 The distribution must be made to a “qualified” non 
profit group; a donor-advised fund, for instance, doesn’t 
count.  The money must come from an IRA; 401(k)s and 
SIMPLE and SEP plans aren’t eligible. 

 Your IRA custodian must send the funds directly to 
the charity. (You can’t withdraw the money yourself and 
write a check.)  You can’t take a tax deduction for the  
donation- but again, you won’t be taxed on the withdrawal. 

 How to benefit? Let’s say you want to donate $2,000 
to your church, and you normally don’t itemize your deduc-
tions.  That means you wouldn’t be able to deduct the gift on 
your tax return.  Let’s also assume that you are required to 
withdraw $8,000 from your IRA before year end. 

 With a QCD, you could direct your IRA custodian to 
send $2,000 to your church.  That money would count to-
ward your required minimum distribution for the year—and 
you would end up reporting only $6,000 in IRA distributions 
(instead of $8,000) on your tax return. 

 For people with higher incomes who do itemize de-
ductions, a QCD could help keep your adjusted gross income 
below the level where the value of your deductions would be 
reduced. 

 One additional note: If you plan to make a QCD, 
check the possible impact on your state tax return.  In some 
states, you might be better off taking an IRA distribution and 
writing a check to charity, rather than making a qualified 
charitable distribution. 

 MTD Actual MTD Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget 
Pledges  $ 53,999.00  $ 56,000.00  $623,335.93  $633,000.00 
Non-Pledge & Cash  $ 12,223.30  $   9,000.00  $  68,960.48  $  81,500.00 
Good Faith  $   1,624.52  $   4,000.00  $  18,373.55  $  33,000.00 
Other Income  $   9,623.48  $   4,145.00  $  51,087.35  $  60,349.00 
Total Income  $ 77,470.30  $ 73,145.00  $761,757.31  $807,849.00 
Total Expenses  $ 81,421.49  $ 93,713.01  $807,892.60  $885,952.05 
Income vs. Expenses  $ (3,951.19)  $(20,568.01)  $(46,135.29)  $(78,103.05) 
     

Summary of Operating Revenues and Expenses 
September, 2007 

Submitted by Dave Bowman, Business Manager 



7  

 

Youth MinistryYouth MinistryYouth MinistryYouth Ministry    
St. Matthew’s Youth Group News by Rev. Kevin Schubert 

 

The youth of St. Matthew’s has some great things planned this November, details below: 

• Sunday November 4th we will have our “At Church Activity” full of discussion, games, dinner and worship. 

• Sunday November 11th at 6:30 pm the youth group will meet at All Saint’s Episcopal Church (209 W. 27th St. Austin, 
78705) to worship in a U2 Eucharist put on by the University of Texas Episcopal Campus Ministry Program.  After the ser-
vice we will enjoy dinner together with a letter writing campaign.  The organization Bread for the World will facilitate the 
group in writing letters to our Congress men and women asking for their help in making the Millennium Development 
Goals a priority in the government.  Bread for the World is a lobbying organization that promotes socially responsible deci-
sions by our politicians.  For more information about the organization please go to www.bread.org   Pick up after the event 
will be at All Saint’s Episcopal Church at 8:30 pm. 

• Monday November 12th for those youth that are in AISD and have a day off from school we will take part in our out-
reach activity for the month.  We are participating in the El Buen Samaritano Turkey Drive.  We will meet at the church at 
10:00 am to prepare turkey baskets for people in the Austin community who can not provide a good Thanksgiving dinner 
for themselves. After the turkey baskets are prepared we will deliver them to the El Buen Samaritano Center in South Aus-
tin.  After delivery we will travel to a park located near the church for games and a picnic.  Lunch will be provided during 
the initial basket preparation. We will be joined in this activity by Anderson High School and The Episcopal Theological 
Seminary of the Southwest.  For those youth who are in RRISD or PISD and have school that day, you are more than wel-
come to join us for the picnic after school.  Parents that can attend are more than welcome to join us as well!  Further details 
of park location and directions will be available soon. 

• Sunday November 18th the youth group will enjoy “Dinner and a Movie” in Huffman Hall at the church from 5:00 pm 
to 7:30 pm.  We will watch the newly released movie “Evan Almighty” and eat dinner as well. 

• Sunday November 25th there will be no youth group event due to the Thanksgiving Holidays. 

Friday November 30th through Saturday December 1st will be the Middle School Lock-in at St. Matthew’s.  All youth in 
grades 6th through 8th will arrive Friday evening at 6:00 pm for a fun filled night of games, movies, and service.  This lock-
in will center around the preparation of the Alternative Gifts Market held at the church the following Sunday.  As well as 
having fun we will prepare this great outreach ministry for the parish.  Pick up after the lock-in on Saturday morning will be 
at 8:00 am. 

The 20s & 30s Group at St. Matthew’s 

For those of you who are in their twenties and thir-
ties (or those who wish they still were) come and 
enjoy this initial night of a six month series called 
“Theology and You.”  Beginning Wednesday No-
vember 28th at 7:30 pm we will meet once a 
month to discuss different theological questions 
and concerns pertaining to our age group.  Each 
month a different theologian will give a presenta-
tion and then lead a discussion.  The event will be 
held at the North Lamar Central Market where you 
may enjoy many different choices of beverages or 
food. More information relating to this event will 
be sent through our group e-mail list.  If you 
would like more information about this group or 
would like to be included on the group e-mail list, 
please contact The Rev. Kevin Schubert by phone 
(512-345-8314 ext. 232) or through e-mail 
(kevin@stmattsaustin.org). 
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CONCERTS AT NOON 

12:05 P.M. 

THURSDAYS  

DECEMBER 6  
CHORALE, ANDERSON HIGH SCHOOL 

DECEMBER 13  
OVATION, VISTA RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 

DECEMBER 20  
DAVID SMALL, BARITONE AND COMPANY 

Free Concerts 

Sanctuary 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

Mesa and Steck 

345-8314 

Www.stmattsaustin.org 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED IN NEW ORLEANS 

by Linda Fryer 

Eight volunteers from St. Matt's completed three work days in New Orleans working with the Episcopal Diocese of 
Louisana (EDOLA) Volunteer Group.  The three men -- Larry Ballard, Jack Robertson and Jim Fryer -- became expert 
sheetrockers after three days at two houses that were being reconstructed from damage by The Storm (Katrina). The five 
women -- Kathy Morris, Susan Robertson, Linda Fryer, Beth Nelson, and Jeannine Shirey -- worked on finishing tasks for 
two days, painting trim, caulking everything, grouting bathroom tile, and generally cleaning up the house as the owner 
dropped in periodically with a big smile on her face and with kind words for the workers. On the third day they joined the 
men, applying sheetrock in a home where the owner also lived in a FEMA trailer in the front yard. A support team of 
twelve -- Jo Ann Cage, Phaedra Klein, Jeri Muhich, Janice Watkins, Pat Yeargain, Nancy Mallory, Margaret Carpenter,  
Lesley Morehead, Eileen Titus, Elaine Goessling, Carol McCollum, Verna Hazelwood, Geri Williams and  
Avery Goodgame -- generously provided snacks, lunches and drinks for each of the three work days.  With an extra lunch 
or two each day, we donated a lunch to the EDOLA staff coordinator(s) who were on-site all day with us.  These young 
people often take a semester or a year off from college and learn demolition and construction skills on the job; 
our supervisors were from Ohio, Iowa and North Carolina.   

 EDOLA now has a warehouse for stocking construction supplies as well as donated items.  We off-loaded parts for 
perhaps 50 bunk beds that had been donated by a furniture company.  EDOLA volunteer staff work cooperatively with 
other denominational volunteer groups to utilize these donated materials and furnishings.  Most of the work now is re-
building houses that were stripped by earlier volunteer groups and have been prepared for re-building with mold-
suppressing sealant.  EDOLA encourages groups to come as often as they can be scheduled.  However, they stated that they 
can handle fewer unskilled volunteers in the construction process than they could when most of the work was tear-out 
demolition and therefore must be sure they have adequate skilled supervisors.  Skilled construction workers are welcomed 
at any time.    Our group observed that many more stores and shops were open than in April and more residents were visibly 
occupying their homes, except in the Ninth Ward. The group expresses appreciation for the prayers in support of this mis-
sion trip to our neighbors in Louisiana. 
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Outreach in ActionOutreach in ActionOutreach in ActionOutreach in Action    

THANKSGIVING BASKET DRIVE 

 FOR EL BUEN SAMARITANO 
St. Matthew's is hoping to donate 75-100 Thanksgiving bas-

kets to El Buen where they will give away 1,000 turkey bas-

kets to the working poor. HEB is donating the turkeys.  

Containers will be set up in the Commons  

(the deadline is Friday, November 9)  

to accept any of the following contributions: 

-Boxes of stuffing 

-Boxes of mashed potatoes or cans of yams 

- Canned vegetables - green beans, carrots, corn, etc. 

- Cans of cranberry sauce 

- 6 packs of applesauce 

- Packets of gravy mix 

- Boxes of biscuit mix or corn tortillas 

- Boxes of pie crust mixes and cans of pumpkin pie filling 

- Aluminum roasting pans (will also serve as the "baskets") 

- Colored tissue paper to line the pans 

- Cellophane wrap for the baskets 

- Festive ribbon to tie up the baskets 

  A $10.00 gift card 

People are also welcome to donate an entire basket if they 

would like. Monetary donations are also accepted. (Make 

checks payable to St. Matthew’s, and note El Buen Thanks-

giving basket on the memo line.) 

 If you have questions please contact: 

  Esther Garcia, 918-3359.   

  Sharon Lowe, 775-4774 

THANK YOU 
 

El Buen Samaritano Episcopal Mission:   
Ministry of the Month , 
Submitted by Esther Garcia 

 The mission of El Buen Samaritano Episcopal 
Mission is to transform lives by engaging the strengths 
of working-poor Hispanic families to promote their 
successful participation in society.  Since 1987, El 
Buen Samaritano has become a beacon of hope in the 
lives of these families.  By providing a safety net of 
vital programs and services, El Buen has helped indi-
vidual and families leverage their resources, enabling 
them to change the future trajectory of their lives for 
generations to come.  Most importantly, through the 
delivery of programs such as integrated healthcare, 
English-as-a-Second Language (ESL) education, job 
readiness skills, social services, health education, lead-
ership training, children’s programs and emergency 
food assistance, El Buen Samaritano guides working-
poor families through the process of gaining self-
sufficiency and leading healthier, more productive 
lives. 

 St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church has been a 
friend and loyal supporter providing financial re-
sources and volunteer services for many years. By the 
end of 2007, St. Matthew’s will have contributed 
$2,500.  To illustrate the impact of this gift, your dona-
tion has helped support two families by providing them 
essential food for a year, has given a newborn child a 
healthy start, and has helped six students take ESL 
classes for a full year. 

 The Reverend Ed Gomez, Executive Director 
of El Buen Samaritano recently recognized St. Mat-
thew’s Episcopal Church at the 20th Anniversary Cele-
bration, thanking parishioners for supporting El Buen 
Samaritano as it was getting off the ground.  He 
thanked St. Matthew’s for our continued support and 
for the many volunteers who serve selflessly.  He rec-
ognized our very own parishioner, Dr. Guy Blumhagen 
thanking him for his service and dedication to the 
families at El Buen Samaritano.  St. Matthew’s is 
pleased to be a part of this great organization and we 
look forward to continuing to support this agency as it 
evolves and grows, creating new innovative programs 
to serve those in need  
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Ministry NewsMinistry NewsMinistry NewsMinistry News    

Deadline for the  
December, 2007 Issue of The Word 

Midnight on the 15th of the Month 

Please email your articles to 

Office@StMattsAustin.Org, and to JeriM@Austin.rr.Com 

Family-to-Family Course on Mental Illness  
Offered at St. Matthew’s 

by June Scogin 

 A free course for family members, partners and 
friends of someone with a severe and persistent mental ill-
ness will be offered starting in January at St. Matthew’s. The 
12-week course is structured to help caregivers understand, 
provide support and help manage the illness of their loved 
one while maintaining their own well-being. 

 Classes are taught by a two-person team of trained 
family member volunteers who know what it’s like to have a 
loved one struggling with a brain disorder. 

 The course covers the major illnesses: Schizophrenia 
and schizoaffective disorder, major depression, bipolar dis-
order (manic depression), borderline personality disorder, 
panic disorder and obsessive compulsive disorder and co-
occurring brain disorders and addictive disorders. 

 Classes will be held at the church each Thursday 
from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM, starting January 3. To avoid a 
conflict with Holy Week activities, classes, week 10 and 11 
will be covered in one evening. 

 Classes are limited to 20 participants. They are open 
to anyone in the Austin and surrounding community on a 
first-come, first-served basis so early registration is recom-
mended. We encourage family members of those with an 
illness—fathers and mothers, siblings, spouses and adult 
children—to attend together if possible. 

 The course is funded by NAMI Austin, an affiliate 
of NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness), a non-profit, 
grassroots organization, as part of its mission. 

 For more information, call me, June Scogin (512) 
249-0369, Norma Bangs (512) 303-3349) or the NAMI Aus-
tin office (512) 420-9810. We need to make sure that the 
course would be appropriate and helpful for you. 

Senior Sentences  
by Lucy Boyea, Minister of Senior Activities 

 I am presently enrolled in a Lifetime Learning 
course,  "Lessons of History".  For those of you unfamiliar 
with Lifetime Learning, it is a program of non-credit day-
time classes for adults 50 years of age and older.  Lifetime 
Learning Institute (LLI) is now in its 31st year.  Its intent is 
to provide enlightenment, enrichment and enjoyment to 
older adults.   

 The course I am taking is comprised of  
approximately 12 people with an equal distribution of males 
and females.  I am fascinated by the fact that the class-
participants all appear to be very well informed and yet are 
eager to enhance their knowledge.  Excerpts from SAC's 
statement of purpose include the following---"SAC offers---
educational activities".  We believe that our monthly speak-
ers and Armchair Travelers meet that criteria and it is en-
couraging to know that persons over 50 years of age have 
not lost their enthusiasm for learning.  Come join us and be 
enlighted! 

Care for the Caregiver 

by Gidget Fisher 

 Care for the Caregiver is pleased to have Carol 
Marak as our guest speaker on November 8, 2007 in B-18. 
Ms. Marak is the founder of WorkingCaregiver.com, which 
is grounded  in her own caregiving experiences. She will 
share her story while offering solutions and resources for 
those issues that challenge caregivers on a daily basis. 

 Join us at 9:00 am for fabulous (and FREE) chair 
massage by Autumn Elias, LMT of BodyWork Benefits. Ad-
ditionally, there will be refreshments, support and laughter. 

 Please contact Gidget Fisher @ 328-2088 or 
gid92get@yahoo.com with any questions. 

Alternative Gift Market 
  

 On the first Sunday in Advent, the Youth Ministry 
of St. Matthew’s will serve refreshments on the porch before 
and after the 10:30 service. 

  Please take the time to talk with us.  We would like 
to get to know you and to tell you about some projects that 
have really touched our hearts. 

  

Come join us on December 2 !!!!!!!!!! 
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Children s Ministry 
This Little Light of Mine: 

Raising Up Children in the Light 

of God’s Love 

by Kathy Dugat, Acting Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator 

 

 There is a prayer in the Book of Common Prayer 
written especially for children.  It begins, “God, our Fa-
ther, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and 
confusing world…”   Raising children who love God and 
know that God loves them is no simple task.  Almost 
from the day they are born, our children are bombarded 
with confusing messages from this world that we live in.  
Our children are faced with hard choices at a very early 
age.  Are there things we can do to help our children 
handle the pressures, stresses and confusing messages 
they hear?  Are there things we can do to equip our chil-
dren to make good choices?  ABSOLUTELY!!!  Parents, 
grandparents and godparents are invited to join us on 
Monday, November 12th at 6:30 in the sanctuary as 
Kathy Dugat shares simple things you can incorporate 
into your everyday lives to prepare our children to face 
the world with confidence, knowing that we love them, 
and more importantly, that God loves them!  Kathy will 
bring a list of ideas to share with you, and will leave 
plenty of time for your questions.  Child care provided 
by reservation…contact Marilyn Wright… 
mjwright@austin.rr.com or 401-8382.  For more infor-
mation, contact Kathy Dugat (343-7989 or 
kdugat@austin.rr.com). 

Give a Little!  PLEASE!!!    

 You are invited to join the children of St. Matthew’s as we reach out “Hand in Hand” and do what 
we can to share God’s love.  Each week during the month of November, the children ask you to join them in 
bringing a special item to church.  There will be special boxes in the Commons, in the youth Sunday School 
rooms and in each adult Sunday School classroom.  PLEASE help us as we reach out to help others! 

 ALL MONTH LONG…new or gently read hard back books for readers of ANY age for Libraries of 
Love 

 Nov. 11th – canned vegetables for El Buen Samaritano Thanksgiving baskets 

 Nov. 18th – new toothbrushes and toothpaste for SafePlace 

 Nov. 25th – Last call for books!  (or anything else you might have forgotten!) 

THANK YOU, Dancers!  

 By following the lyrics of Sydney 
Carter’s wonderful song, Lord of the Dance, the 
children of St. Matthew’s spent the fall Sunday 
School “semester” learning just how much fun it 
is to follow Jesus and be part of “the dance.”  
By sharing their time, energy and love with your 
children, these folks did their part to pass on 
“the dance” to the next generation of dancers!  
Please join us in offering a HUGE “Thank You” 
to the following people who taught Sunday 
School for the fall “semester”: 

 Andrew and Dana Bushong,  
 Carol Ezzell Webb, Beth Nelson 

 Stefani Minnear, James and Dana Young, 
 Jeff Darby, Allison Dady, Kristin Braun 

 And “thanks” to the following folks who 
graciously stepped in as substitutes for us when 
we needed extra hands: 

 Kelly Smith, Esther Garcia,  

 Rita Eccles, Ann Hart 
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Conversations on Prayer by Fr. Jim Williams 

 
NOTE  Each month in “Conversations on Prayer,” I have 
been exploring many aspects of prayer and the spiritual life 
– often in response to questions or a comment from readers.  
I frequently use the device of a dialog to accentuate different 
perspectives or attitudes about a question or an issue under 
consideration - with one speaker in regular type and the 
other in bold.  Last month a computer gremlin wiped out the 
bold font, making it a bit difficult to distinguish who was 
saying what.  Since this article was written in response to 
some expressed concerns, I think it is worthwhile to try 
again.  So here it is with some editing.  PAX 

 

So what got you started on this topic?  I thought you had 
something else in mind. 

Something came up and thumped me on the forehead – so I 
had to pay attention. 

“Thumped,” you say?  What was it? 

It was you.  You did it.  And Merrill in his September 
WORD article.  Do you remember what you said when you 
read about his ongoing need for silence and for prayer, de-
spite experiencing “valleys of disinterest and distracting 
business?”  You said “Boy, that’s dead on, and it’s not even 
the half of it!”  Do you remember saying that?  Well, me too.  
I realize that I am having a similar struggle and I am not 
dealing with it very well.  I know that you’ve been doing 
daily prayer for a while, as I have.  Maybe we could talk 
about this struggle a bit, if you’re willing? 

What!  You’re struggling too?  Sure, I’m glad to talk about 
it.  I’m bone dry!  I was so proud of myself a while back 
when I finally got into a regular pattern.  You know, some-
thing simple – “Forward Day by Day” and prayer in the 
morning.  I’m not one of your Centering Prayer contem-
plative experts like you.  I’m just an amateur. 

Hey, wait, that was a cheap shot.  We’re all amateurs here.  
There’s no way to pray that is better than others.  OK, maybe 
you felt like I have been a little patronizing about it, so I 
apologize. 

Ha!  Gotcha!  Sometimes you’re such a broad target I can-
not resist.  But seriously, I’ve come to understand that “all 
prayer is simply responding to God.”  You’ve said it often 
enough and I finally heard it.  But you, struggling?  That 
does surprise me a bit. 

Me, too.  So what did happen to you? 

Well, my prayer pattern seemed to go O.K. for a while, and 
then I began to resist a bit.  Things got busy and I began to 
struggle, to miss my quiet time.  Than at one point, I had to 
travel or something, and just stopped.  Just like that.  There 
you have it.  How about you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is really very puzzling.  Centering Prayer has been the 
gateway into a deeper life of prayer for me.  Studying it has 
also been rich and rewarding.  So why do I get flat, careless?  
Like you say, something interferes, things get hectic, the 
prayer time gets preempted and I miss a day, then two.  I 
limp back and it happens again.  A week goes by . . . 

I know the great spiritual masters had desert periods.  Some 
even refer to the “dark night of the soul. . .” 

Hold it – don’t go off there.  It’s a bit dramatic, don’t you 
think?  At least for me it’s probably pretty simple.  I don’t 
have excuses – I think I just get bored – restless, careless. 

I’ve thought about perhaps I should make some changes – 
get a different pattern, a different time, use a different set 
of readings, try some of your other spiritual exercises.  
Maybe I need to consider these – but I don’t really think 
that is the problem. 

This amazes me.  You’ve been trying to work on this.  Why 
didn’t you say something? 

Yes, even I have actual thoughts sometimes.  Sorry, that 
was uncalled for.  (But I will accept that apology now.) 

Try this – maybe it’s like the rest of life.  If I don’t pay at-
tention to what I eat, how I exercise, and how I’m sleeping, 
everything gets out of sync pretty quick.  Maybe, even 
prayer.  I have been thinking that maybe prayer doesn’t 
stand alone, but probably connects everything together.  
Maybe I need to look at how everything is going.  Maybe 
it’s not just prayer that I’m struggling with.  And maybe 
worship fits in here, also?  Do you think I’m crazy? 

Good grief! This is fascinating.  Go on! 

Alright, if you insist.  I know that I’m not that complicated.  
I need things pretty regular and predictable – and maybe 
most people do.  Prayer probably needs to fit into that 
whole, don’t you think?  And you know what else occurred 
to me – well, on second thought, maybe not.  It’s pretty 
silly . . . 

No, No, don’t stop now.  You’re even making sense.  I don’t 
have a clue, silly or not.  Just say it! 

OK, OK, here goes.  Maybe we should just pray your 
“Alright, Lord…” prayer.  What?  You’re looking at me 
funny.  That’s your idea, after all.  You always say that 
when push comes to shove you just pray “Alright 
Lord…”and then boldly ask directly what to do or say – as 
in “Alright, Lord, what do I do about my struggle with my 
prayer life?” 

For goodness sake!  Did you just say we could pray about 
our struggle with prayer?  What a concept!  That’s wonder-
ful!  It’s so simple.  It breaks the impasse, cuts through the 
nonsense.  It brings our response to God back into focus. . . 

Whoa, slow down, give it a rest!  I don’t know about all 
that, but I do know we still have to just do it. 

Of course, that’s it!  You said it.  Just do it! 

You’re on!  Let’s do it!  
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Birthdays 

November    

1 Bill Balsanek, Samuel Ruiz,  
 Andrew Robbins, Laura Wilson 

2 Allison Dillawn, Cade McCall 

3 Patrick Bloodworth, Ken Blaker,  
 Betty Jones, Melissa Williams 

4 Olivia Barrett, Amy Brooke  

5  Zacharias Doughty, Rita Eccles 

6  William Brooke, Rylan Henderson, Tom 
 LeMond, Dedee Norman, Sasha Wilson 

7 Lynn Atkinson, Laura Myers-Doughty,  
 Michael Moon, Dolores Muhich, David Thacker 

8 Irene Fredman, Carter Hughes, Chris Levy 

9 Anne Bustard, Alison Brooke, Vanessa Brooke, 
 Vivian Francis, Thomas Robinson 

10  Kate Canby, Hailey Nichols 

11  Lane Dady, Jean Davenport, Dexter Glassco, 
 Ava Johns, Jan Larson, Stefani Minnear,  
 Steve Norman, Susie Pierce, 

12  Kelly Blumhagen, Pete DeWeese,  
 Mary Ellen Matthews 

15  Veronica Bailey, Pat Bliss, Miette Crawford, 
 Nancy Godwin, Catherine Kennedy,  
 Scott Moore, Courtney Morehead 

16  Gloria Bankler, Mae Rizk, Anthony Nesmith, 
 Louise Thacker 

17 Karen Buros       

18  Therese Baer, Bob Bunner, John Carey,  
 C. J. Carl, Sophie Dolan, Maly Hatheway, Kay 
 Hopkins, Peggy Maxwell 

19  Madison Alexander, Sarah Vorndran,  
 Tommy Williams, Blyth Wilson 

21  Barbara Haynes, Julie Helfrich, Ted Stratton, 
 Biff Tatum 

22 Cameron Kirkgard 

23  Andrew Abrahamson, Terri Ocean, Clive Smith 

24  George Brooke, Christine Moore, Boyd Taylor 

25 Catherine Biggar, Dee Bennett,  
 Alex Robicheaux 

26 Joe Evans, Avery Goodgame, Juliana Webb, 
 Harrison Wood 

27  David Hopkins, Beverly Horne, Andrew Mann 

28  Ed Abrahamson, Cole Bloodworth,  
 Sam Ferguson, Jane Harding, David Looney 

29  Clark Hughes, Alice Ekerdt 

       

December      

1 Ellee Cunningham, Fred Fredman,  
 Rosie Nieman 

2  Jill Glassco, Chase Roden 

3  Christopher Armesto, Andy Barrett,  
 Andrea Miller, Theresa Mackie,  
 Merrill Robinson 

4  John Baker, Cindy Levine, Vera Robinson, 
 Robert Thomas 

5  Patricia Dillawn, Samantha Dillawn,  
 Ward Goessling, Brad Robicheaux, Jane Smith, 
 John Uhl, Kay White 

6  Dewey Coffman, Lee Wiesehuegel 

7  Lucy Boyea, Bill Klemt, Karen Krause 
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Children’s Ministry 
Hand in Hand…Doing What We Can! 

Making a Difference in Our World 

 

There is nothing new about counting your blessings, especially during the month of November.  In 
fact, that’s what Thanksgiving is all about!  During the next month, our children’s Sunday School classes 
will keep up the tradition of counting our blessings, but we aren’t going to stop there!  It is important for 
ALL of us, no matter what our age, to: 

recognize the blessings in our lives 

thank God for those blessings 

find real, meaningful ways to share our gifts with neighbors near and far away, whether we know 
their names or not! 

And that’s just what we will be doing in Children’s Sunday School…discovering that as we work hand in 
hand, with each person doing what he or she can, we truly can make a difference in the world! 

 Children who are at least four years old through this year’s fifth graders will gather in the base-
ment each week at 9:15 to learn about a different organization that reaches out to share God’s love and 
help our neighbors near and far away.  We will discover ways that WE can help share God’s love, no matter 
what our age.  We will collect or make something specific to the organization we will be talking about that 
week. 

 
Special Note to Parents, Grandparents, Godparents and Folks looking for ways to make a difference 

in the world:  We will open each Sunday School session with a presentation to all the children about the 
focus organization of the week.  Parents and other “tall people” are invited to join us from 9:15 – 9:45 for 
these important lessons.  Come listen and learn about ways YOU can work hand in hand right along side our 
children to share God’s love and make a difference in the world around us!  Questions?  Contact Kathy 
Dugat (343-7989 or kdugat@austin.rr.com). 

Date Organization Bring the following item to donate 

November 4th Libraries of Love New or gently read hardback 
books of ALL kinds 

November 11th El Buen Samaritano Canned vegetables for Thanksgiv-
ing Baskets; Book drive continues 

November 18th SafePlace New toothbrushes and toothpaste; 
Book drive continues 

November 25th Fellowship Breakfast in Huffman Hall Conclusion of Book Drive…and 
bring something you forgot earlier 
in the month! 
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St. Matthew’s Gratefully Acknowledges  
Commemorative Gifts to the  

St. Matthew’s Permanent Endowment Fund: 

 In Loving Memory of Carol Graham Ramsey, aunt of Kelly Rizk, by  

               Nedaye and Doug Potts 

 In Loving Memory of Gordon Hughes, father of Susan Robertson by  

   Carol Mynes  

 In Loving Memory of Henno Keskkula by 

   Drs. Edward and Ruth Strojny 

   James W. Newman 

 In Loving Memory of Charles Barnes by  

               Carol Mynes 

 

 

Deaths 

Charles Canby, brother of Tom Canby died October 3,  

Auline Purcell, mother of Sally Busboom died October 3. 

Catalina Brooke , mother of Bill and George Brooke died October 9 

Homer Paulson, grandfather of Valorie Bray died October 16 

Births 

Michael Alexander Ratteree was born September 24, son of Jennifer and Mike Ratteree 

Kingston Christopher Vickers, born October 6, 2007, son of Kate Whitson and Damian Vickers,  
great grandson of Margaret and Larry Carpenter 

Eamon Patrick, born September 19, 2007, son of Shannon and Patrick Eppright 

Caden James Hachenberg, born October 14, 2007 to Charlotte and Aaron Hachenberg,  

7th great grandchild of Clyde Carmen. 

 

LEGACY SOCIETY 

Our Senior and Junior Wardens and their spouses have named St. Matthew’s in their wills 

 and therefore are members of the Legacy Society. 

Tom and Kate Canby 

Vicki and Guy Blumhagen 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

To know Christ, grow in Christ 
 and share Christ’s Love 

If we can assist you in any way,  
please contact the Church Office. 

Rector: The Rev. Merrill Wade 

Associate Rector: The Rev. Susan J. Barnes 

Rector Emeritus: The Rev. Charles Huffman 

Curate: The Rev. Kevin L. J. Schubert 

Assisting Clergy: The Rev. Jerry Chapman,  

The Rev. Joseph Di Paola, The Rev. Jim Williams  
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church    

8134 Mesa Drive   Austin, TX 78759 

Telephone (512) 345-8314   FAX (512) 346-2085 

www.StMattsAustin.org 

• Worship Services  

• Sunday 

• 8:00 a.m.– Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:15 a.m.- Sunday School and Adult Education 

• 10:30 a.m.-Holy Eucharist Rite II with Choir 

• 5:15 p.m.-Contemplative Service 

• Wednesday–  

• 7:00 a.m.-Holy Eucharist Rite II 

• 12:00 Noon– Holy Eucharist Rite II with Healing 

• 6:00 p.m.-Evening Prayer Daily  

in the Cauley Bell Tower Chapel 

 

 

 

 

 


