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To Know Christ, Grow in Christ, and Share Christ’s Love 
Celebrating Our 50th Year 

����The Word����

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church                    January, 2008, Issue 1 
From the Rector: 
With gratitude for the privilege of serving you, I write to thank 
the entire parish for your faithful witness and ministry this past 
year.   We remain focused on our mission to "know Christ, 
grow in Christ and to share Christ's love".  I write early morn-
ing on December 15, well in advance of the Christmas litur-
gies wherein we will celebrate God's gift of new life and light 
in Jesus Christ.  Truth be told, we continually wait for and pray 
for that life and light to fully reveal God's will for us. Until 
Christ returns to judge the living and the dead, we remain in an 
"in-between" time, wherein we cannot fully know exactly how 
to serve Christ day by day.  Often we grope along, uncertain.  I 
am certain, though, that God loves St. Matthew's Church and 
that we have a special vocation to be a place of hospitality 
where people can learn to be faithful disciples of a gracious 
Lord. 

 

Continued on Page 2 

  

Curate Ordination 
Greetings St. Matthew’s family!  I am very pleased to an-
nounce my ordination into the priesthood on January 22nd 
here at St. Matthew’s, beginning at 6:30 pm.  The Right 
Rev. Bishop Dena Harrison will preside.  I am very grate-
ful for every single person of St. Matthew’s. I am truly 
blessed by your support and prayers throughout the last six 
months here.  I look forward to our future together as we 
share in the love of God.  I hope that all of you will attend 
the ordination.  I am eager to share this important event 
with all of you! 

Peace, The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert 
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Continued from Page 1 
Rector's Class in Huffman Hall, January 6, 13 and 20 - 9:15AM Sunday mornings 
Class Title - "Straight Talk from the Rector" 
January 6 and 13 - "Our Culture of Busyness and Anxiety - Stress Addiction and the Marginalization of God" 
        In these two presentations I will talk about how stress and constant busyness rob us of our spiritual awareness.  God is 
moved off to the margins of our lives as we strive harder and harder to succeed, feel secure or just "get by".  I encourage 
you to listen to my sermon preached on December 9 as a preparation for this class.  The sermon can  be accessed on the St. 
Matthew's website at http://www.stmattsaustin.org/audio2007/2007-12-09-sermon-mw-1427.mp3.  Of special interest in 
this class is to explore the ways families are affected by this constant motion and activity.  The ministry staff at St. Mat-
thew's wants to learn how to better serve families and in this class many ideas will be exchanged. 
January 20 - "What I Believe is Essential"  - this will be a frank presentation on what I believe is important for families 
and individuals as we look to the future together.  I will  give my assessment of the Episcopal Church in this time of contro-
versy, and will, as well, tell you exactly what I think we should be focused on at home and at church.  I will tell you what 
moves me to have faith in Jesus Christ and why I am absolutely committed to teaching about what Jesus called the King-
dom of God. 
Feast of the Epiphany, January 6 
At St. Matthew's we believe it is important to include children in the worship of the church.  Young children, under the di-
rection of Kathy Dugat, will help us follow the "star" of the magi at the 10:30AM service this day.  Children's Chapel will 
be held downstairs in the Choir Room as usual and right after the Peace we will learn what the magi discovered! 
Annual Meeting - January 6, 2008 - 5:30PM 
2008 is the 50th Anniversary of our church and we will certainly celebrate.  The Annual Meeting will be the evening of 
Sunday, January 6, and it will be the first major event of the 50th Anniversary Celebration.  As I have said before, this will 
be unlike any Annual Meeting ever held at St. Matthew's.  Here is the schedule (AND NOTE-THIS IS A TIME 
CHANGE FROM A 6:00PM START TO A 5:30PM START - times after 5:30PM are approximate but I have every good 
intention of 15 
 5: 15PM - Gather in Huffman Hall and be in your seats for a 5:30 Special presentation sponsored by the  
 50th Anniversary Committee under the leadership of Margaret Parker.   "Presentation" is a bit bland as a descriptor 
 for this.  I will not spoil your fun by telling you anything about it.  Trust me, it will be entertaining, educational 
 and helpful for us all to  get our 50th year started right.  This presentation should last around 30-40 minutes. 
 6:00-6:10PM  I will call the Annual Meeting to order and we will immediately have an election of new Vestry, 
 Endowment Committee and Diocesan Council representatives.  Once the ballot is taken, dinner for the parish will 
 be served.  
 6:30-7:00PM - Dinner provided by the Holy Smokers. 
 7:00PM - Annual meeting reports and Election results.  
 8:00PM - Annual meeting adjourned. 
Margaret Parker and her team are already working very hard to make this a memorable night for us all.  The Annual Meet-
ing is the one time a year we gather for the official business of the church.  You elect your leadership.  If you belong to this 
parish it is essential for you to be present.  We will have the nurseries open and will have special projects for elementary 
age children during the Annual Meeting from 7:00 - 8:00PM.  They are certainly encouraged to stay with the families 
through dinner.  All of the youth are invited to attend the entire Annual Meeting and will hear from Kevin Schubert about 
their plans for the evening. 
Kevin Schubert's Ordination to the Priesthood 
We look forward with great joy to January 22 as we make a new priest in Christ's One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic 
Church.  Kevin will be ordained by Bishop Dena Harrison at 6:30PM that Tuesday night.  It will be yet another gift of light 
and life at St. Matthew's.  Come and support Kevin and Heather as they celebrate this milestone event in their lives! 
 January 27 Sunday School for all ages and all classes will meet for breakfast in Huffman Hall from 9:15AM to 
10:15AM.  All classes will be held as usual on February 3. 
 Prayers 
Finally, I ask your prayers for your new Vestry as we gather for our Vestry retreat on January 11-12 at Camp Allen.  And 
please pray for the work of the Task Force for the Election of a Bishop Coadjutor as I continue in that role as co-chair for 
the Diocese of Texas.  And pray for your staff - we are so blessed to have a capable, faithful and committed group who 
work so hard to serve us all.  Let them know you are grateful... 
  
Faithfully, Merrill 
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New Adult Sunday School Class, 8:30 a.m.  
by Linda Fryer 
�� Starting on Sunday, January 6th, a new Adult Sunday 
School class will be meeting in Room B-10 . The class is open to 
anyone who would like to attend a class from 8:30-9:15 am each 
Sunday.  Coffee and social time will be from 8:15 - 8:30. The 
format will be discussion-oriented, with facilitators Jim and 
Linda Fryer. Choir members will find this a convenient time and 
8:00 Worship Service participants will be welcomed also. 

New Study Group to Form, by Fr. Joe DiPaola 

Organizational Meeting January 10. 

 In spite of calls to the contrary, the Rector has 
"Commissioned" me to lead a new Study Group.  The Group will 
focus primarily on Bible Study, however, occasionally, we will 
have a "Book Study "and even a "Book Review." (And if possi-
ble, it would be so interesting to have a segment on Church 
Hymnody). 

 In addition, occasionally we will plan "Day Trips," and 
every now and then, even an "Overnight Trip" to places of Inter-
est. Plans are for us is to have a monthly Covered Dish Lunch-
eon.  Our Group will not only offer a great opportunity for 
Study, but also for Fellowship. and Sharing. 

 The Study Group will meet weekly on Thursdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in Room B-14 and is open to  men and 
women, both Young and those of exciting Vintage. 

You are cordially invited to join us for an Organizational Meet-
ing on January 10 at 10:00 a.m. 

  

Peace on Earth ! 

Fr. Joe+ 

Art of Engaging Holy Scripture 
by Rev. Susan Barnes 

 
Several of you have responded, interested in joining a 
new 11-week class on the Art of Engaging Holy Scrip-
ture.  I will be offering three sections: one on Wednesday 
mornings, 10:30-11:30, beginning January 9 and ending 
March 12,two on Sundays, beginning January 13 and end-
ing March 16, 4:00-5:00  and 6:00-7:00 
The cost is $45 for materials.    There is a limit of 9 per 
class.    To sign up, contact Susan@stmattsaustin.org 

3rd Monday Book Group 

by Susan Robertson 

  Did you ever wonder what Mrs. Ahab was doing while 
Captain Ahab was chasing Moby Dick?  Join us in read-
ing Ahab's Wife by Sena Jeter Naslund to find out.  We 
will meet on January 21 at 5:00 in B-14. The discussion 
is always lively.   

Creative Challenges and Crises" continues! 
by Rev. Susan Barnes 
 
On January 6, the Sunday Adult Education history 
course continues in a  new location.  We'll shift to B-18 
as we move into the modern era with  our survey of the 
challenges and crises that have molded the 
church  throughout the centuries.   The three weeks in 
January we'll be  looking at the challenge posed to the 
Papacy by three leading figures:  Calvin, Luther, and 
Henry VIII on January 6, 13, and 20.   Dr. Suz-
anne  Hoeferkamp will speak to us about Luther, while 
our own Chad McCall  will teach about Calvin and 
Henry VIII.  On February 3, The Very Rev.  Durstan 
McDonald, Dean Emeritus of ETSS, will teach on the 
Elizabethan  Settlement, which was the foundation of the 
Anglican church:   Join us  for this lively and informa-
tive class. �����������	�
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Senior Sentences 
 by Lucy Boyea, Minister of Senior Activities 
In Scripture ther are thirty "one anothers" that are to char-
acterize the people of God.  In this season of resolutions.  
Here are some which make it apparent that God intends 
His Church to be built with a strong relational emphasis: 
      Love one another with brotherly affection;outdo one 
another in showing honor.  Welcome one another, there-
fore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together. 
 Bear one another's burdens, and so fullfil the law of 
Christ. 
Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, 
just as you are doing. 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day drawing near. 
Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for 
one another, that you may be healed.  The prayer of a right-
eous man has great power in its effects. 
 As each has received a gift, employ it for one  
another, as good stewards of God's varied grace. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one an-
other.  No man has ever seen God:if we love one  
another, God abides in us and His love is perfected in us. 

Community Building: 
 Multigenerational Game Night at St. Matthew’s  - 
January 18, 2008 at 6:30PM: 
Friday, January 18, at 6:30p.m., in Room B-18 downstairs 
below the Sanctuary, St. Matthew’s will be holding a pizza 
and game night for all interested players of checkers, 
chess, dominos, cribbage (or your favorite game!)  This is 
an opportunity for children to have some exposure to some 
of these all-time favorite games.  Everyone is welcome. In 
particular, it would be a great chance for some of our 
members to take on the role of surrogate grandparents to 
some youngsters who may not have grandparents in Austin 
and for kids and parents who are interested in gathering as 
families to come, eat and have some fun. A nursery will be 
provided for infants and children under age 4.  Please 
RSVP to Paul Huggins at 736-7541 or email him at 
paul.a.huggins@gmail.com in order that he might know 
how much pizza to purchase and if you need nursery  
services! 

 

 

By Phillip Raney, School Board Member 

 

 St. Matthew’s Episcopal Day School wrapped up an-
other successful Fall semester with the arrival of Christmas 
break which began on December 19th and will end on January 
7th.  The annual Christmas Pageants were performed with great 
enthusiasm as the children reenacted the nativity story and 
sang Christmas carols.   These Day School pageants are always 
a delightful way to begin the Christmas Season. 

 In January, as we move forward from the Fall semester 
to the Spring semester, we will begin to see signs of the joint 
efforts made by both the Church and Day School as construc-
tion commences on the new education/youth building.  The 
new addition to the education building is an excellent testa-
ment to the commitment and dedication we have in developing 
our children in this spiritual and intellectual environment 
which St. Matthew’s provides.   

 On behalf of the School Board, we are very excited 
and will be proud when the new addition is completed for both 
the Church’s youth group and the Day School and would like 
to say Thank You to all of you. 

 

Kindest wishes in the New Year! 

�

Philip Raney 

School Board member  

�����	���������	���������

Mark Your ECW Calendar 

January 13, 2008  
Women’s Story Circle with Louise Waddill; luncheon at noon 
in Huffman Hall 

February 10, 2008 Women’s Story Circle with  Nan Harrison; 
luncheon at noon in Huffman Hall 

February 15-17, 2008 Women’s Spiritual Retreat at Camp 
Allen.  Topic: Deep Down Change with  speaker Kathleen 
Whitten 

March 9, 2008 Women’s Story Circle with Laura Myers-
Doughty; luncheon at noon in Huffman Hall 

Babysitting is always provided at Women’s events held at St. 
Matthew’s. 
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St. Matthew’s Youth Group News for January 
The youth of St. Matthew’s has some great things planned 
this January; many of the events surround a theme of Envi-
ronmental Stewardship. As young members of the St. Mat-
thew’s community we strive to be good stewards of our en-
vironment.  This month we will devote much of our time to 
learning more about the environment, our role in it, and what 
more we can do to improve the state of it.  Details below: 

Sunday Evening Events are open to both the Middle and 
High School Groups 

· Sunday January 6th youth meeting is our On Campus 
Activity  full of games, dinner, and fellowship!  We will be-
gin in Huffman Hall at 5:30 pm and conclude at 7:30 pm in 
the same location.  Come and enjoy a night of fun filled 
games (that pertain to the environment around us), great 
food, and good friends! 

· Sunday January 13th at 5:30 pm the youth group will 
film the video produced and directed by the High School 
Youth Group (Wednesday night group).  The video will be 
submitted to a Diocesan sponsored contest in which the win-
ner receives a $1000 for their mission trip program!  The 
contest encourages students to produce a video best illustrat-
ing the theme of Stewardship of Creation (Environmental 
Stewardship).  The script will be complete and ready to film 
using the entire youth group as actors.  We will also have 
dinner together! The evening will conclude at 7:30 pm in 
Huffman Hall. 

· Sunday January 20th the youth group will enjoy Dinner 
and a Movie!  This month’s movie will be Transformers!  
And speaking as a person who has seen it three times (and 
plans to keep on watching it, over and over again), Trans-
formers truly does exceed your expectations! We will eat 
dinner during the movie and have a discussion afterwards.  
Movie Night begins at 5:00 pm in Huffman Hall, and con-
cludes at 8:00 pm in the same location. 

Sunday January 27th the youth group will participate in this 
months Outreach Activity! We will be participating in a 
project devoted to Environmental Stewardship.  More infor-
mation regarding this activity will be provided soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Events are open  
to the High School Youth Group. 

· Wednesday January 2nd the High School Youth Group 
will not meet. 

· Wednesday January 9th the High School Youth Group 
will begin preparing a video for a Diocesan sponsored video 
contest.  The winner of the contest receives $1000 for their 
mission trip program. The winning video will be announced 
at this year’s Diocesan Council in Galveston.  The initial 
plan and script will be developed during this meeting.  The 
meeting will be held in the basement in Room B-18/B-19 
from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. 

· Wednesday January 16th the High School Youth Group 
will wrap up the video and prepare it for production.  The 
meeting will be held in the basement in Room B-18/B-19 
from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. 

· Wednesday January 23rd the High School Youth Group 
will meet in B-18/B-19 from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  We will 
have a Picture Scavenger Hunt!  Teams will be made once 
the youth arrive.  Each team will be given a camera and an 
adult driver.  The teams will be charged to seek out items on 
a list provided to them, take pictures of the items with their 
whole team, and travel back to the church.  The first team to 
complete all the tasks will be greatly awarded!!! 

Wednesday January 30th the High School Youth Group plans 
on going to the movies!  As the month progresses more in-
formation will be provided for this event, such as movie 
theatre, show time, and of course which movie. 

For further information regarding the youth program at St. 
Matthew’s please contact The Rev. Kevin Schubert by phone 
at 512-345-8314 ext. 232 or through e-mail at 
kevin@stmattsaustin.org 

 

The 20s & 30s group at St. Matthew’s 

 

Theology & You: For those of you who are in their twenties 
and thirties (or those who wish they still were) come and 
enjoy the second event of a six month series called 
“Theology and You.”   On Wednesday January 2nd at 7:30 
pm we will meet to discuss different theological questions 
and concerns pertaining to our age group.  Each month a dif-
ferent theologian will give a presentation and then lead a 
discussion.  January’s presenter is Dr. Steve Bishop, the Old 
Testament professor at The Episcopal Seminary of the 
Southwest.  The event will be held at the North Lamar Cen-
tral Market where you may enjoy many different choices of 
beverages or food. More information relating to this event 
will be sent through our group e-mail list. 

 
If you would like more information about this group or 
would like to be included on the group e-mail list, please 
contact The Rev. Kevin Schubert by phone (512-345-
8314 ext. 232) or through e-mail 
(kevin@stmattsaustin.org). 
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Building On Our Sure Foundation Capital  
Campaign Supports Outreach 

by Esther Garcia 

 The Outreach Commission assisted the vestry throughout 
the process of awarding funds for a capital project through the 
Building On Our Sure Foundation Capital Campaign.   
The Commission developed an application process whereby parish-
ioners proposed possible capital outreach projects at a Town Hall 
meeting held in April.  The following recommendations were made 
to the vestry in November for funding and were approved:  Inter-
faith Hospitality Network, SafePlace, St. James’ Episcopal School, 
Casa Marianella, Samaritan Counseling Center, and Down Home 
Ranch.  St. Matthew’s hopes to award approximately $43,000 
pledged over a three year period.     

Life After Diagnosis: 
Coping with Life-Threatening Illness 

Are you living with a terminal or life-threatening diagnosis? 
Are you caring for someone with a life-threatening  

or terminal diagnosis? 
Hospice Austin and The Caregiver Resource Center  

offer support groups to help you. 
Support Group One 
Coping with Life-Threatening Illness 
Leader: Eileen Murphy, LPC-I  
 The purpose of this group is to bring together people cop-
ing with life-threatening illness so that they can find support and 
guidance in their shared experience. 
Support Group Two 
Living with Impending Loss – A Support Group  
for the Caregiver 
Leader: Nancy McDow, LMSW-ACP 
 The purpose of this group is to provide an atmosphere of 
compassion, exploration, and mutual support as caregivers struggle 
with being strong for their loved one while dealing with their own 
losses. 

Each group is 6 Sessions 
Mondays, January 21 – February 25 

6:30 – 8:00 PM 
Hospice Austin, 4107 Spicewood Springs Rd., Austin, TX 78759 

Pre-Registration Required 
Contact Eva at the Caregiver Resource Center 

(512) 451-4611 or echurch@ageofaustin.org 

Submitted by Judy Neely 

Good Faith – “Who Are They?” 
By Pat Yeargain, Outreach Chairman  

 “Who are those people they help with our 
Good Faith contributions?  Why do they need help 
anyway?”  Have these questions ever crossed your 
mind on the first Sunday of each month as you make 
your Good Faith donation?  I know they were the first 
questions I asked when joining the committee. 

 Here are just a few of those helped with your 
Good Faith donations this year: 

· J.W. was unable to work because his wife suffered 
a breakdown after the birth of their child.  J.W. had to 
care for the infant until he could find suitable child 
care.  He is now working again but behind in his bills. 

· L.F. was briefly jailed for driving with a sus-
pended license and was terminated from her job.  She 
is the sole support for 7 children and currently has no 
income. 

· C.P. was disabled on the job.  Surgery for the in-
jury left her more disabled. She collects disability from 
her former company but must live on much less than 
when she worked.  The mortgage company is threaten-
ing foreclosure on her home of 22 years. 

· M.W. was able to scrape by until she became the 
sole support for her 10 year old grandson when his 
mother was sent to prison.  As the grandmother, she 
receives no financial support for the child.  She is 
looking for a one bedroom apartment to cut expenses.  
Her current landlord is threatening eviction. 

· V.R. lost his job after being seriously injured in a 
car accident.  His wife is currently being treated for 
cancer.  Their children, a 3 year old and one year old 
twins, are being cared for by his grandmother who 
lives with them.  During his injury he got behind on 
his bills. 

· Anonymous high school student whose mother 
was recovering from heart surgery and unable to work.  
The student was planning on using her college scholar-
ship money to pay the late rent. 

· G.W. is a 69 year old widow living on Social Se-
curity in section 8 housing.  She recently underwent 
double knee replacement and the extra medical ex-
penses caused her to get behind on her electric pay-
ment plan.  She received a shut off notice. 

 During 2007, the committee was able to pro-
vide assistance to over 200 families, including the ter-
minally ill, working poor, disabled and unemployed. 
Because of your generosity, the committee was able to 
make sizable gifts to those seeking aid - enough to 
make a real difference in getting out from under their 
late bills and back on their feet.  You provided a 
“hand up” and a spiritual boost to some very deserv-
ing neighbors in the Austin community! 
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Deadline for the  
February, 2008 Issue of The Word 

Midnight on the 15th of the Month 

Please email your articles to 

Office@StMattsAustin.Org, and to JeriM@Austin.rr.Com 

Recycling of Plastics and Styrofoam 
by Larry Richards and David Hogan 
�

 The Environmental Stewardship 
Council (ESC), for the convenience of the 
people of St. Matthew’s church and school, is 
undertaking on a trial basis, the collection of 

plastics and Styrofoam.  Three blue recycling barrels are lo-
cated outside of the administration offices for this purpose. 
 One of our three barrels will be used to collect clean 
plastic containers, such as water bottles, and other containers  
with a recycle rating (the number in the center of the recycling 
symbol) from one (1) to six (6) as well as plastic “films.”  Ac-
ceptable plastic films come in many different forms such as: 
 Plastic bags used by stores - recycle your share of the 

100 billion used each year 
 The wrapper your newspaper comes in 
 Bubble wrap 
 Plastic wrap, e.g., Saran wrap, Cling Wrap, Ziploc 

bags 
 Those pesky, plastic “blister” cases wrapped around 

items like batteries, small toys, and electronic gizmos. 
 
 The above list is not exhaustive, it shows some  
 examples of what our recycler considers to be a plastic 
 “film.” 
 
 The other barrels will be for Styrofoam; we’re using 
two because of the bulk. To be acceptable, Styrofoam must be 
white and can not have been used to contain food or beverages. 
Because of the bulk and odd shapes, please break it down into 
small pieces before putting it into the barrels to conserve 
space. Styrofoam packing peanuts are not acceptable (take 
them to a store that does packing such as UPS, FedEx, etc - 
they are usually quite happy to receive usable packing material 
at no cost). 
 Recycling 1 ton of plastic bottles saves 1.5 tons of car-
bon. This decreases the need for raw materials and saves en-
ergy. Americans threw away 38 billion plastic water bottles 
last year, about $1 billion worth of plastic. That's a huge waste, 
especially considering 1.5 million barrels of oil - enough to 
fuel 100,000 cars for a year - were used to produce the bottles. 
 The best thing you can do to reduce this waste is reuse 
your plastic containers and packaging when practical. Clean 
and refill those water bottles.  Use other containers for parts 
(crafts, hardware, …) and store in your closet or garage. When 
reuse is not practical, bring them with you to church/school 
next time for recycling. 

A Message from the Kitchen Guild 

 By Louise Waddill, Kitchen Guild Chairman 

THE FRIDGE IS SHRINKING.  Because use of the 
kitchen and fridge have increased a lot,  we have limited 
storage space available, especially in the fridge.  Please 
read on: 

1. Shelves are designated and labeled for groups that use 
the kitchen as often as weekly. Please do not put anything 
on those shelves. 

2. We provide Ranch and Italian salad dressing; only one 
bottle of each should be opened and stored in fridge; if you 
want another kind of salad dressing, buy it for yourself and 
take what is left home with you; don’t store it in the fridge. 

3. DO NOT BUY BOTTLES OF CATSUP, MUSTARD, 
OR MAYO. We provide individual packets of these condi-
ments for your use; they are stored in the pantry. The indi-
vidual packets are more sanitary and do not take up valu-
able space in the fridge. 

4. We provide individual packets of oleo that are kept in a 
plastic tub in fridge; use these and do not buy large con-
tainers of oleo. Before buying butter, look in the freezer.  

Club 345 is back in 2008! 
 Some of you might remember a time when  
St. Matthew’s had Club 345, a club exclusively for 3rd, 4th 
and 5th graders.  Well, It’s back!  Our mission is to pro-
mote friendship, service and worship within this particular 
age group.  In other words, we want to have fun in a Chris-
tian community.  Ideally this group will serve as a pre-
youth group, with as much parent involvement as we can 
have.  Children are welcome to bring a friend to any or all 
events.  The more the merrier!  Our first meeting is sched-
uled for Sunday, January 27th in Huffman Hall at 3:45.  
The activity for this month will be making our own indi-
vidual pizzas, so come prepared to get your hands dirty.  
For this particular event, please RSVP to Stephanie so that 
we are sure to have enough ingredients on hand.  Childcare 
will be available for younger siblings, but you will need to 
contact Stephanie at 335-7424 if childcare is needed.  (Be 
sure to let me know the ages of the children that will be 
attending so that we can have appropriate supervision.) 
 We will plan to meet every month on the last Sun-
day of the month, alternating activities between off-site 
and on-site activities.  If you’re interested in helping us 
organize this group we would welcome your help.  In the 
meantime, look for more information in your weekly word 
and in your mailbox.  If you are interested in receiving e-
mail updates on Club 345, please send your information to 
Angi Carey. 
 Questions, suggestions, comments?  Contact 
Stephanie McCollum at 335-7424 or 
mmccollum4austin.rr.com or Angi Carey at 382-5218 or 
aacarey@gmail.com. 
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Summary of Operating Revenues and Expenses November 30, 2007 

� MTD Actual MTD Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget 

Pledges  $  50,502.35  $     72,000.00  $   731,047.28  $    790,000.00 

Non-Pledge & Cash  $    7,926.31  $     11,000.00  $     98,192.73  $    101,000.00 

Good Faith  $    1,580.00  $       2,000.00  $     22,073.72  $      40,000.00 

Other Income  $    5,801.93  $     24,135.00  $     67,741.31  $      88,824.00 

Total Income  $  65,810.59  $   109,135.00  $   919,055.04  $ 1,019,824.00 

Total Expenses  $  90,884.92  $     96,260.97  $   993,942.87  $ 1,081,431.03 

Income vs. Expenses  $(25,074.33)  $     12,874.03  $  (74,887.83)  $    (61,607.03) 

An Article on Charitable Giving  
by Leon Whitney 

 In preparing a budget for 2008, I read recent IRS 
statistics that I found interesting. In 2005, total charitable 
contributions reported to the IRS were up 10.1% com-
pared to 2004.  Income based averages for 2005 charita-
ble giving is shown below. 

Adjusted gross income   Giving 

$15 – 30,000.00    $1,916.00 

$30 – 50,000.00    $2,158.00 

$50 – 100,000.00   $2,703.00 

$100 – 200,000.00   $4,057.00 

 I found it helpful to compare my level of giving 
with other families of similar income. It appears that per-
centage giving to charities goes down by average as in-
comes increase.  Dave Bowman, our Business Manager at 
St. Matthew’s, reports that the average pledge to the Op-
erating Budget at St. Matthew’s this year will be around 
$3,600.00.  Many of our pledgers also give generously to 
the Good Faith Fund, the Capital and Endowment Funds 
and many other worthwhile causes at St. Matthew’s and 
other charities.  My concern is that too few donors share 
too much of the load at our church.  Incidentally, the IRS 
ranks Austin 48th out of the top 50 cities when it comes 
to philanthropy.  I hope this information will be as helpful 
for you as it was for me. 

Summary of November 2007 Vestry Meeting 
Submitted by Vickie Blumhagen, Jr. Warden 

 The vestry met on November 27, 2007.  Below is a 
summary of the action items on the agenda.  A complete copy 
of the minutes can be found on-line once they have been ap-
proved.  Parishioners are always welcome to vestry meetings, 
times and details can also be found on-line.  
 -Vestry rejected motion to enter into a contract to re-
move rocks in islands in Steck parking lot and install exposed 
aggregate to match existing sidewalks. 
 -Vestry approved motion to enter into a contract to re-
move rocks in islands in Steck parking lot and install pavers in 
an amount up to $10,000.  Wardens were authorized to choose 
location where pavers would be installed in the islands.  The 
pavers which have been installed adjacent to the Sanctuary side-
walk and near Huffman Hall cost a total of $7,280. Vestry ex-
pressed gratitude for David Barrow choosing the color and de-
sign of pavers.  
 -Vestry listened to Annual Audit Report for the fiscal 
year ending December 31, 2006 by  
 Amanda Silberman of PMB Helin - Donovan Consult-
ants and Certified Public Accountants.  
 -Vestry rejected motion to fully fund St. Matthew’s 
Missionary Asking of $107,000 for Diocese of Texas. 
 -Vestry approved motion to increase St. Matthew’s 
Missionary Asking contribution for Diocese of Texas by  5%, 
increasing contribution from $66,000 in 2006 to $69,300 in 
2007. 
 -Vestry rejected motion to fully fund St. Matthew’s Na-
tional Church Asking of $25,000. 

-Vestry approved Capital Outreach Projects from funds parishioners chose to donate through the Building on Our Sure 
Foundation Capital Campaign.  Projects included Interfaith Hospitality Network (on-site storage shed, access ramp, nap 
room), SafePlace (access ramp sunshade for playscape storage container), St. James’ Episcopal School (furniture for first 
grade classroom), Casa Marianella (construction costs to add 2 houses), Samaritan Counseling Center (building expenses to 
expand facility), and Down Home Ranch (sinks, floors, plumbing, flooring, sheetrock, tape and float, windows, counter-
tops).  Recommendations were made by an Outreach Commission sub-committee.�
 -Vestry approved resolution that wardens do not serve as Vestry of the Month each month. 
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