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To Know Christ, Grow in Christ, and Share Christ’s Love 
Celebrating Our 50th Year 

 The Word 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church                       March, 2008, Issue 3 

A Message from the Curate 
A personal message from The Rev. Kevin 
Schubert: 
I would like to express my heart felt gratitude 
for your support during my ordination.  I am 
overwhelmed by your love and generosity!  I 
understand from Dave Bowman, our Busi-
ness Manager, that St. Matthew’s has now 
received over fifty checks and numerous cash 
donations designated for my discretionary 
fund!  I find this so extraordinary and full of 
grace!  Thank you for all you have given 
which will allow me to help others in need, 
and to cover some ministry expenses not in 
the church’s budget.  I wish I had the time to 
call or write each of you personally.  I just 
cannot accomplish that at this time.  Please 
know that I am very thankful for your gener-
osity. 

From the Rector: 
Lenten Reflections 
 2008 has brought surprises.  The flood of the basement has been a 
significant disruption to all the programming for the church, the Day School 
and the Senior Activity Center.  I am so grateful to, and proud of, Pam and 
the teachers of the Day School, Kathy Dugat and Margaret Carpenter and 
the Sunday School and chapel teams, Lucy and her Senior Activity Center 
leadership, and Dave Bowman, Jean Fuller and Annie Byrom, Barbara 
Haynes and the clergy staff who have had to shift and adjust at a moments 
notice to keep our active campus in operations.  I want, as well, to thank 
everyone at St. Matthew’s who has cooperated with this time of difficulty 
with a cheerful disposition.  We learn a great deal about ourselves by how 
we react to non-tragic inconveniences.  Your graciousness is appreciated.  
We are in the final stages of receiving the insurance settlement and begin-
ning the work necessary to restore the basement.  I titled this Lenten Reflec-
tions because we are dealing with CHANGE within the context of Lent.  A 
new building is being prepared for our use.  We are working.  Yet we are 
called to see the Lord at work in our midst, at the level of our everyday ex-
perience.  Our task in all this work on the campus is not to lose sight of the 
Kingdom of God – to trust that all of this can and will glorify God and en-
able to us to better serve God at the corner of Steck and Mesa. 

Bishop Election 
 The Diocesan Council authorized the election of a Bishop Coadjutor 
last weekend in Galveston so the nomination process is now underway.  The 
Diocese of Texas website has significant information on how to nominate a 
priest or bishop for this position, see the link: 
http://www.epicenter.org/edot/Default.asp.  Pam Nolting and I, and the Task 
Force for the Election of a Bishop Coadjutor, have now completed the first 
phase of our work.  We are excited about the next several weeks as the 
nominations begin to come in.  I’ll keep you posted.  In the meantime, 
please pray for the Diocese of Texas and this election process.  Here is the 
prayer the Task Force composed: 

 Gracious God, you call the church to witness to your Kingdom re-
vealed through Jesus Christ: Send your Holy Spirit to guide into unity the 
hearts and minds of the people who will be electing the next Bishop of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Texas, that our diocese might be led by a person of 
your own choosing, who will help us ever more become the people and 
Church you have created us to be—a people who witness to the Kingdom of 
God boldly, minister unselfishly, and worship joyfully. All this we pray in 
the name of our Master Teacher, Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 One last word about Diocesan Council, Susan Barnes was elected to 
the Executive Board of the Diocese of Texas.  The Executive Board meets 4 
times per year and serves, in a sense, as the vestry of the diocese between 
Annual Councils. Congratulations, Susan. 

Rector’s Class in Huffman Hall –  
Our Culture of Busyness and Anxiety 
In the past two months, I have been sharing 
my thoughts, intermixed with the greater 
thoughts of authors such as Brian McLaren, 
Richard Rohr, Thomas Merton, Keith Miller 
and Ronald Rolheiser.  We have talked about 
anxiety and stress addiction, soul sadness and 
how the Kingdom of God is counter-cultural 
to our current pace of life.  In these classes, 
we were seeking ways to be renewed in our 
spiritual lives, to find a way to connect with 
our own souls and the Spirit of God in the 
midst of the stresses and strains of our lives. 

Continued on Page 8 
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Booming and Focusing - Reuse and Recycling at St. Matthew’s by David Hogan 

 Mission. The Environmental Stewardship Council (ESC) grew out of the initiative of a few to pro-
vide a convenient paper recycling service to the St. Matthew’s community. Seeing the benefits and enthusi-
astic response triggered broadening the coverage and an effort to facilitate and educate our congregation in 
the ease of being a good environmental steward. While we do make a modicum of money on some of these 
items, that is not at all our motivation. 

 Off to a Booming Start. We have established web pages for education on the basic Rs of recycling: Reduce con-
sumption by rethinking your approach, Reuse used items by repair, donation or resale, and Recycle 
items by turning them into valuable resources for remanufacture. A series of published tips are ongo-
ing to suggest specific actions parishioners may take. To learn more please visit our “Environmental 
Stewardship” page on the St. Matthew’s web site. 

 Numerous items have been added to our initial paper recycling campaign. We now take for 
Reuse various electronic gadgets, digital movie/game disks, eyeglasses, and prescription containers 
that help fight AIDs in Africa. We now also take for Recycling: old batteries, plastic, Styrofoam and 
digital media. Our bins are filling up once or more a month. An aluminum pull tab recycling program was started to educate 
and involve our youth in good stewardship. We will continue to collect these tabs in the Commons area. We thank our vol-
unteers for monitoring this incoming flow and getting these recyclables on to their next life. 

 The Tote bag campaign to reduce use of plastic bags has been a big success. We still have a few of these reusable 
cloth bags. These are wonderful not only for grocery and hardware shopping but for book totes and baby 
accessories. They use the stylish Episcopal recycling logo to the left. If you are interested in getting one or 
getting more, please contact Gloria Bankler at gloria@bankler.com, 733-0505 or Susan Robertson at 
srobertson44@austin.rr.com, 453-4115. 

Focusing. In our exuberance to recycle, items have been showing up in our bins that we can not reuse or 
recycle. Sorting out these non-usable items is putting a burden on our volunteers and is particularly worri-
some with plastics and Styrofoam. We are part of a trial 

program with Cycled Plastics to see if regular consumer sources can sup-
ply the specific plastic types that they can reprocess. When they get food 
contaminated plastics, Styrofoam, or plastics outside the acceptable type 
1-6 range, it can kill the whole batch. We are even getting outright trash in 
our outdoor recycling bins. Please breakup the Styrofoam (white only) 
into small pieces. The Styrofoam should never have been in contact with 
food. We don’t take just any electronic gadget at our cabinet inside Huff-
man Hall (please no cordless phones, no remote controls). In some catego-
ries, the recycler will only take specific brands and models. A precise list 
of categories, brands, and models of electronic items we can take is on the 
St. Matthew’s web site under the buttons: “Parish Community” > 
“Environmental Stewardship Council” > “Environmental Stewardship 

COME ONE, COME ALL! YARD CLEAN UP DAY MARCH 8, 8:30  AM by Jim Fryer 

With close to 100 participating in the fall yard clean-up day, we are encouraged that this spring we can again accomplish a 
lot in the maintenance of our lovely seven acres.  Bring an appetite (two meals are provided!), your gloves, sunscreen and a 
hat and any of the following that you have: power washer, water hoses, tree trimmers and pruners of all kinds, hedge trim-
mers, electrical cords, gasoline for power tools, two kinds of oil for gas trimmers, folding ladders, wheelbarrows, shovels, 
and rakes.  If you have a trailer to haul limbs, please let Jim Fryer know, 372.9832.  Teams of two or three will:  prune 
crape myrtles, cut live oak and other tree limbs, power spray, run the chipper (we will again utilize all but the biggest limbs 
and all the shrubbery trimmings as mulch on the beds), persons to carry limbs to the trailer or chipper, shrubbery trimmers, 
and two people to set up and clean up for lunch.  The Brotherhood of St. Andrew will provide breakfast and the Holy 
Smokers will provide the brisket for lunch. Scouts (a terrific help last time, along with their parents), women and men who 
are ready for fun, a day outside, and some good food, contact Linda or Jim, fryer602@281.com. Every Body Helps. 
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Senior Sentences  
by Lucy Boyea, Minister of Senior Activities 

Webster's defines "sharing" as follows: (1)to enjoy with oth-
ers,(2) to experience with others,(3) to participate with oth-
ers and (4) to have in common with others.One of the bless-
ings of being a member of St.Matthew's Senior Activity 
Center is the opportinity to share with others.The care and 
concern our members have for each other was 

demonstrated recently by the death of one of our members 
(an all too frequent occurence).SAC members were quick to 
share the news of this death with their fellow 

members and their grief was a shared experience.This is a 
reflection of the joy (and sorrow) of Christian fellowship. 

"And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to 
one another and to all." (1 Thessalonians 3:12 NKJV) 

Third Monday Book Group 

Please join the 3rd Monday Book Group in reading The 
Devil's Highway by Luis Alberto Urrea.  This true 
story follows 26 men who try to cross the Mexican border on 
the Devil's Highway in Arizona.  It is sure to evoke a lot of 
discussion.  This important book was 
chosen as the Mayor's Book Choice in 
2006.  We will meet for discussion on 
March 17th at 5:00pm in the Library.  

 

Like to dine out with friends? 
by Stefani Minnear 
Please consider joining ConneXions for the next round be-
ginning in March.  If you would like to meet with couples 
and individuals from St. Matthews about once a month for 
the next six months for dinner in each others' homes, and 
would be willing to host one dinner for 8-10 people in your 
home, please contact Stefani Minnear at 512-250-5703 or 
minnst14@aol.com.  If you participated in the ConneXions 
round which started last October but would like to sit this 
round out, please let me know that too so I can keep 
the database up to date.  Bon Appetit!     

Multigenerational Game Night at St. Matthew's - Rescheduled for March 14, 2008: 
 Thought you missed the 1st Game Night at St. Matthew's?  You're in luck! The flood caused us 
to need to reschedule, and the game boards have now been thoroughly dried out. 

 So, on Friday, March 14 at 6:30p.m., St. Matthew's will be holding a pizza and game night for all 
interested players of checkers, chess, dominos, cribbage (or your favorite game!)  This is an opportunity 
for children to have some exposure to some of these all-time favorite games.  Everyone is welcome. In 
particular, it would a great chance for some of our members to take on the role of surrogate grandparents 

to some youngsters who may not have grandparents in Austin and for kids and parents who are interested in gathering as 
families to come, eat and have some fun. Please RSVP to Paul Huggins at 736-7541 or email him at 
paul.a.huggins@gmail.com in order that he might know how much pizza to purchase! 

Day School by Babs Clendenin 
 On a gorgeous, sunny but freezing morning, January 
30, 2008, Builders, Priests, School Board Trustees, Teachers, 
Children and Parents shivered, prayed and sang as dignitar-
ies adorned hard hats and with golden shovels turned the soil 
that officially "kicked off" the long awaited expansion to the 
Day School and the second story addition which will be 
called the Youth Center, a cooperative project shared by 
church and school. 

 February was eventful also with the Scholastic Book 
Fair which was held February 5-7. Kristen Schell turned a 
flood disaster basement room into a wonderland of books for 
our Day School children and a profit of $5,000 for our 
school 

 February 19th was another "Red Letter Day"---
Registration for the 2008-2009 school year began.  Although 
this is a hectic time for our staff. it is also very gratifying 
when we realize how many families consider our  

school the best. 

 This month includes Spring Break, March 10-14 and 
the Easter Holidays March, 21-24.  The Flowering of the 
Cross and VIP Day on March 26 at 9:30 AM will wrap up a 
busy month with a lovely ceremony and a time for grandpar-
ents and/or very important people to share in the lives of our 
Angles and to share with them God's love... 

What DO you believe?   
You are cordially invited to join us for worship at 10:30 on 
March 30th (the Sunday after Easter) as the children and 
youth of our St. Matthew's family lead us in exploring the 
story of Doubting Thomas.  Through special readings, 
prayers, songs and a dramatic presentation of the Gospel, the 
children  and youth will help each of us discover what it 
means to truly "believe."  Don't miss it! 
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St. Matthew’s Youth Group News for March 
The youth of St. Matthew’s has some great things planned 
this March. 

Sunday Evening Events are open to both the Middle and 
High School Groups 

· Sunday March 2nd Get Your Kites Ready! All youth are 
invited to meet after the 10:30 service in the courtyard.  We 
will travel together to Zilker Park for the annual Kite Festi-
val.  We will park in the Zilker neighborhood and travel by 
foot to the park.  Once at the park we will eat a picnic to-
gether and then fly our kites.  Kevin will provide the picnic. 
The festival is free!  But if you would like to purchase any-
thing from the vendors you may wish to bring some money.  
We will return to St. Matthew’s at 3:00 pm.  If you plan on 
attending this event please fill out the medical release form 
and return to Kevin.  You can find the medical release form 
on the website at http://www.stmattsaustin.org/
yEventForm.pdf  Parents, if you are able to help drive please 
let Kevin know as soon as possible! Don’t forget to bring 
your kite! 

· Sunday March 9th there will be no youth group meeting 
this evening.  Instead all are invited to attend a special 5:15 
pm service devoted to the Millennium Development Goals. 

· Sunday March 16th is our Off Campus Activity!  The 
Youth Group will be going to Main Event at 13301 N. US 
Hwy 183, Austin.  If you plan on attending this event please 
fill out the medical release form found on the website at 
http://www.stmattsaustin.org/yEventForm.pdf  Medical 
release forms need to be sent to Kevin in advance please.  
More information regarding this event will be provided soon. 

· Sunday March 23rd is Easter!  There will be no youth 
group meeting this evening. 

Sunday March 30th the youth group will participate in this 
month’s Outreach Activity! More information regarding 
this activity will be provided soon.  To begin our meeting we 
will gather in the Sanctuary at 5:15 pm to worship together.  
The evening’s activities will conclude at 7:30 pm in Huff-
man Hall. 

Some of the Wednesday Evening Events during Lent this 
month are open to both the Middle School and High School 
Youth Groups.  After Lent we will return to our regular 
scheduled High School Youth Group on Wednesday eve-
nings. 

· Wednesday March 5th the Middle School and High 
School Youth Groups will continue our Lenten Series study-
ing the Gospel of Matthew.  We will begin with dinner in 
Huffman Hall at 6:00 pm and then travel to B-18 for the Bi-
ble study.  We will conclude at 8:00 pm. 

· Wednesday March 12th the Middle School and High 
School Youth Groups will continue our Lenten Series study-
ing the Gospel of Matthew.  We will begin with dinner in 
Huffman Hall at 6:00 pm and then travel to B-18 for the Bi-
ble study.  We will conclude at 8:00 pm. 

· Wednesday March 19th there will not be a meeting this 
evening. 

Wednesday March 26th the High School Youth Group will 
gather for dinner!  The location of the dinner will be avail-
able at a later date.  The regular times of our meeting  re-
sumes 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. 

 

For further information regarding the youth program at St. 
Matthew’s please contact The Rev. Kevin Schubert by phone 
at 512-345-8314 ext. 232 or through e-mail at 
kevin@stmattsaustin.org 

20’s & 30’s Group 

Theology & You: For those of you who are in their twenties and thirties (or 
those who wish they still were) come and enjoy a series called “Theology 
and You.” On a later determined Tuesday in March we will meet to discuss 
different theological questions and concerns pertaining to our age group. 
Each month a different theologian will give a presentation and then lead a 
discussion. The event is always at 7:30 pm and is held at the North Lamar 
Central Market where you may enjoy many different choices of beverages 
or food. Our speaker for this month will be Dr. Greg Garrett, professor of 
English at Baylor.  He is an extraordinary theologian and author of several 
books.  He will speak to us about a theology of suffering and grief.  There 
will be childcare available for this event in St. Matthew’s nursery!  You 
can drop off your child beginning at 7:00 pm and pick up will be at 
9:30pm.  The date of this event will be available soon. If you would like 
more information about this group or would like to be included on the group 
e-mail list, please contact The Rev. Kevin Schubert by phone (512-345-
8314 ext. 232) or through e-mail (kevin@stmattsaustin.org).   

 

Sunday March 9th: Special Millennium 
Development Goals, 5:15 pm Service:   

On March 9 the 5:15 pm service is specifi-
cally designed to highlight the Millennium 
Development Goals.  The MDGs are eight 
goals agreed by the nations of the world to 
end world poverty.  We, as the Episcopal 
Church, are called to uphold these goals in 
our mission.  This service is designed to cre-
ate an awareness of the MDGs and to provide 
a place of prayer and worship to focus on the 
call of God to be good stewards of creation.  
The Rev. Kevin Schubert will preside and 
celebrate. 

�
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Care for the Caregiver by Gidget Fisher 

Care for the Caregiver  is a St. Matthew’s ministry that bridges 
both a pastoral and outreach need.  More than a support group, 
CFTC provides information, resources, laughter and true em-
pathy for the individual who finds themselves in a caregiving 
role. It is opportunity to gather with other caregivers as we all 
learn about the necessity and value of taking care of ourselves 
as we care for our loved ones.  The focus of this ministry is the 
caregiver and their spiritual, physical and mental well being. 

 We welcome any one who would like to join us on the 
2nd Thursday of the month, beginning at 9:30 am in B-18.  
Refreshments, free chair massage and interesting and varied 
guest speakers make up our program each month. This is very 
much an interactive ministry…hopefully responding to the 
needs to our community in a loving and supportive role. 

 Additionally, this ministry also provides respite care 
for those family members that attend the Alzheimer’s Support 
Group @ St. Matthew’s on the 3rd Friday of the month. 

 If you would like to be part of this ministry in any 
way, please contact Gidget Fisher @ gid92get@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Heifer, the MDGs, and YOU!   
 The Heifer is back!   Six years ago our Interim 
Rector, The Rev. Joe Di Paola  and Cynthia Wilson 
teamed up to introduce St. Matthew's church and school 
to the Heifer Project as the focus of our Lenten offer-
ing.    Thanks to your generous response we have given 
hundreds of needy families around the world the livestock 
that enables them to become self sufficient.   Those 
chicks and ducks and goats and water buffaloes and heif-
ers become livelihoods that completely transform fami-
lies' futures! 

The Goals (MDGs) 

 Many of you know that 
our diocese voted in 2006 to 
join the worldwide support of 
the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs).  The goals are 
to alleviate hunger, extreme 
poverty, epidemic disease, child mortality, and gender 
discrimination, improve maternal health; achieve univer-
sal primary education, environmental stability, and part-
nerships for development.  We also voted to encourage 
every Episcopal entity and every Episcopalian to partici-
pate. 

The Strategy: the 0.7% Solution 

 Amazingly, we can reach those big goals with a 
modest contribution.   Because the developed world is so 
rich and the developing world is so poor (billions of peo-
ple live on less than $1 per day), it will only take giving 
annually 0.7% of our combined incomes or budgets to 
make the goals in this generation.    That's LESS THAN 
ONE PERCENT: if you earn $50,000, it's $350/
year.   The 2008 diocesan contribution is  $90,503--that’s 
0.7%--of the total budget. 

The Heifer and the MDGs 

 Heifer International is one great recipient for your 
MDG contribution.  The animals they distribute increase 
education and environmental stability, fight poverty and 
hunger.   Studies have shown that women are the most 
responsible recipients, so Heifer donations also support 
women's equality. 

 Every Sunday in Lent volunteers will be in the 
Commons with information about Heifer Interna-
tional.   If you choose to give, make the check out to St. 
Matthew's, with "Heifer" in the memo line. 

Habitat for Humanity  
by Andrew Bushong 

The Outreach Commission is happy to announce St. Matthew’s 
participation in Habitat for Humanity’s 2008 Episcopal Build 
project.  Austin-area congregations are joining to build a three-

bedroom home for Martinez-Rivero fam-
ily.  The family has three daughters, ages 
2, 5, and 7 and are currently living in a 
two bedroom apartment.  The Episcopal 
Build began on February 23rd.  St. Mat-
thew’s is scheduled to work on the home 
on Saturday, March 29th.  If you wish to 
volunteer, please contact Andrew 
Bushong at 426-0682 or 

abushong@austin.rr.com 

Space is limited so don’t delay! 

Deadline for the  
April, 2008 Issue of The Word 

Midnight on the 15th of the Month 

Please email your articles to 

Office@StMattsAustin.Org, and to JeriM@Austin.rr.Com 



���

�

Reminiscences on the Move from Ridge Oak Drive to Mesa Drive   
by Leon Whitney 
 
Let’s go back 34 years to 1974.  St. Matthew’s was located at the end of a dead-end street.  It 
sat on tope of a hill with a panoramic view of the city.  We felt comfortable where we 
were.  We had a dynamic new rector named Chuck Huffman and St. Matthew’s was grow-
ing.  But we had a problem.  We needed to add a restroom on the lower floor of the Education 
Building.  We had a nursery and several Sunday School rooms on that lower floor without toi-
let and lavatory facilities.  There was no elevator.  The problem was that the sewage would 
have to run uphill.  This restroom problem led us into a discussion about how we could add 
other buildings on our 2-acre site on the side of a hill.  In 1975 a long range planning commit-

tee was formed to study the future needs of our parish.  A master plan was prepared by David Barrow.  Three meetings were 
held to inform the congregation of the progress of the long range planning committee.  Discussions included limitations of 
our site,  moving to a new location, leaving our beautiful location, the advantages of a larger site, etc.  But a majority of 
members expressed a willingness to consider the new location.. 
 This process took a year and in June 1976 the Vestry held an all-day session at the Seminary to discuss  the possible 
move.  At the end of the day the vote was unanimous.  We would move.  Not an easy decision.   
 An executive committee , chaired by John Baker, guided the relocation process and they looked at sites available 
between our old location and Hwy 183 with the decision to stay west of MoPac.  Finally the site was selected.  And in Octo-
ber of 1976 many members of St. Matthew’s volunteered to sign a Joint and Several personal liability note to secure a bank 
loan to purchase the new site.  In December 1976 we purchased our present site, nearly 3 times larger than the old one and a 
dedication service was held. 
 In January 1977 a kickoff banquet at Anderson High School signaled the beginning of a capital fund drive to pay for 
the original buildings (our sanctuary building was not included in the first phase).  It rained the night of the banquet and 
someone stole my umbrella and I am still trying to find the guilty party!  The fund drive was successful and a year later con-
struction began.  In due time the rains during and right after construction allowed us a re-naming to St. Matthew’s in the 
Mud! 
 In 1979 we moved into our new buildings and sold the old church property which became a private home.  We lost 
our beautiful view but gained new facilities on a tree covered site on a major corner.  This was 5 years after we first asked the 
question “How can we add a restroom on the lower floor of the Education building?” 
 The moving process was slow, open and fair and a lot of work.  We lost some of our original and most faithful mem-
bers when we moved.  Change is not always easy.   

Rector’s Message Continued from Page 1 

Rector’s Class Continues in March –  
Our Culture of Busyness and Anxiety  
 On Sundays, March 2, 9 and 16, I will continue my 
teaching on this subject.  We will look at a primary anchor 
for our identity as Christians, The Lord’s Prayer.  So many 
of us have prayed the Lord’s Prayer for so long, we no 
longer think too deeply about our words.  For these three 
Sundays I will examine the great themes of the Lord’s 
Prayer, including 

 Our Father, who art in heaven 

 How is God our Father, or parent or Mother?  Whom 
does that make us? 

 Hallowed be thy name.  God is holy.  Does this sug-
gest that we must be sinless in order to approach God?  Do 
we earn our way to heaven by ‘good behavior”? 

 Over the three-week period, we will read through 
and discuss the entire Lord’s Prayer, utilizing discussion 
questions like those above.  Our goal is to think together 
about the ways we lead our lives and to find new (and re-
find old) ways to live with and for God.  This class will con-
tinue the themes I introduced in January and February, but 
you do not to have attended those classes to be prepared for 
the March classes.    If you would like to listen to the talks I 
gave in January and February, they are online on the Ser-

mons page of the St. Matthew’s website – 
www.stmattsaustin.org/sermon.htm .  We will meet in Huff-
man Hall from 9:15AM until 10:15AM. 

Other Sunday Education Information: 
No Sunday School for children, youth or adults on Easter 
Sunday, March 23. All children, youth and adult classes will 
meet in Huffman Hall on Sunday, March 30, for breakfast 
beginning at 9:15AM.  Classes for all ages resume on April 
6. 

Holy Week 2008 
Elsewhere in this WORD we have posted the Holy Week 
worship schedule.  Over the years, many people have asked 
me, “What would you recommend I do, knowing that I can-
not attend every service?”  I recommend that you make 
every effort to participate in the Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday services.  These 
liturgies give the worshiper a clear and coherent involvement 
in the last days of the life of Jesus.  Easter becomes more 
vividly good news when one has attended the Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday services.  Do not hesitate to call 
me if you need more information about the worship and pur-
poses of Holy Week. 

Have a Blessed Lent and Easter. 

 

Faithfully, Merrill 
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St. Matthew’s Gratefully Acknowledges Commemorative 
Gifts to St. Matthew’s Permanent Endowment  

January 31, 2008 

To the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of Holly 
Miller by 

            John G. Coombs 

            Joseph and Mary Felber 

            Deborah and Wayne Frost 

            Mary Nell Frucella 

            Ann M. Garvey 

            James and Mary Ann Miller 

            Jerald and Karen Morris 

            James and Bridget Murphy 

            Henry and Dorothy Ramsey 

            Larry and Debbie Simons 

            Irene Wills and Lucinda Johnson 

            The Aach Family 

            Stanley and Jill Bacon 

            William and Suzanne Breit 

            Standish and Gail Brooks 

            Curt, Catherine and Grace Cline 

            John and Carlyn Dalness 

            Aimi and Greg Dalness 

            Merlin and Betty Darling 

            Ed and Betty Davis 

            Bill and Doris Donnell 

            Thomas and Sandra Foley 

            Edward and Helen Kaldor 

            David and Mary Kefauver 

            Robert and Jeanne Langston 

            Allan and Barbara Longacre 

            J. R. Monihan 

            Edward L. Nemer 

            John and Rosie Nieman 

            Saxon and Linda Ramsey 

            Ann Rogers 

            David Sain 

            Christine Joannidi and Clive Smith 

            Hank Smith 

            Cecilia and Ray Smith 

            James and Helen Ramsey Sparks 

            Carol Stolz 

            John and Beverly Young 

            Richard H. Coach 

            Mr and Mrs James Moritz 

            Mesa Forest Home Owners Association 

            Michele Osemlak 

            Herbert and Charlotte Meyer 

            Mary Jane Berryman 

            Will and Lakki Brown 

            Charleen S. Gorrell 

            Scott Smith and Bonnie Coleman 

            Joyce Statz 

            Kay and Jerry Ballard 

            Alex Athey and Suzanne Hammer 

            Bob and Jan Barr 

            William and Kim Bevard 

            Jack and Paula Campbell 

            James B. Hall 

            Michael and Helen Jackson 

            Cornelia and Tom Lemond 

            David K. Miller 

            Charles and Carole Sikes 

 

To the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of Cammie 
Springer Simons and Annelle Wells by 

            John and Rosie Nieman 

  

To the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of Clyde Car-
man by 

            Mary Nell Frucella 

            Bill and Doris Donnell 

 

To the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of Annelle 
Wells and Jim Ryder by 

            Nancy Boyd 
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Communicating about Maintaining Things 

by Dave Bowman, Business Manager 

 In the constant effort to seek ways to do the most 
with what we have, the Sexton and the Business Manager are  
adjusting our communications process for maintenance re-
quests. By transitioning to a written request process we gain 
the advantages of improved the descriptive detail and accu-
racy of the task required and a tracking system for the pro-
gress in its completion. This will allow both the sexton and 
the Business Manager to make better decisions in allocating 
their time to urgent and important maintenance tasks in the 
context of competing responsibilities and assignments. We 
ask your help in this time and task management effort by 
using a new Work Request Form for all maintenance issues.  
Please note the guidelines below. 

 1.  Forms will be available in the Huffman Hall mail 
center; in the office commons cabinets and on the web site. 

 2.  All requests will be in writing on a Work Order 
Request form delivered to the Business Manager. 

 3. The Business Manager will approve and log each 
request, assign a sequence number, and confirm a priority 
rating for each request. 

 4. The Business Manager will deliver all approved 
requests to the Sexton for action. 

 5. The Sexton will negotiate with the Business Man-
ager any changes in time frame or priority rating. 

  6. Projects beyond the capacity or competence of the 
Sexton will be referred to a vendor for completion. 

 7. The Business Manager will track and record the 
completion of each approved request. 

  Thank you in advance for help in improving our 
communications and productivity in responding to mainte-
nance tasks.  David@stmattsaustin.org 

Mesa Parking Lot is Closed 
 With the contractor now on site and 
preparatory work underway for the addition to 
the Education Building, the Mesa parking lot is 
closed to all church and day school park-
ing. The construction gate will be open for con-
struction traffic only for safety, liability  and 
insurance reasons.  This temporary inconven-
ience is part of the investment necessary to 
achieve the building addition and a new park-
ing lot with a badly needed increase in capac-
ity. Thank you for your patience and flexibility 
in the interim. 

Dave Bowman, Business Manager 

Summary of January 2008 Vestry Meeting,  
Submitted by Mary-Lynn Polk, Jr. Warden 

 The Vestry met on January 29th, 2008. Below is a summary of 
the action items on the agenda. A complete copy of the minutes can be 
found on-line once they have been approved. Parishioners are always wel-
come to vestry meetings. Times and details can also be found online.   
 Vestry listened to David Price present information on security 
lighting proposals. Due to the estimated costs based on the lighting bids 
currently in hand, the Vestry referred the security lighting issues to the 
Buildings and Grounds Commission for further study. 

 Vestry approved ratification of e-Vote on  
 Discretionary Fund for The Rev. Kevin Schubert 

 Vestry voted to approve Housing Allowance for  
 The Rev. Merrill Wade. 

 Vestry voted to approve Housing Allowance for  
 The Rev. Susan Barnes. 

 Vestry voted to approve Housing Allowance for  
 The Rev. Kevin Schubert 

 Vestry voted to approve motion to appoint Blythe  Wilson 
as Member of the Endowment Committee to  finish an unexpired term 
(1 Year). 

 Vestry voted to approve the motion to appoint  
 Barbara Williams as Vestry School Board  
 Representative 
 Vestry voted to approve resolution to publish money  collect-
ing responsibilities 

 Vestry voted to approve resolution regarding  
 ordering candidates names on ballots in the order the  candi-
date’s application is received (in lieu of the  usual alphabetical order-
ing) 

 Vestry voted to approve resolution changing the  length of time 
between E-voting from ten(10) days  to as soon as seven (7) days. 
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March Birthdays  

1 Jon Hilsabeck, Bailey Pownall 

2  Doug Doerr, Harriet Houston, Joe McLean 

3  Beverly Bradford-Wilson, Miles Carey, 
       John Nieman 

4 Lynda Fryer, Megan Morris, Doug Webster, 
 Adrianne Williams 

5 Stephen Kahlke, Stephanie McCollum 

6 Ilya Duncan 

7 Alison Cary, Elizabeth Moon 

8 Preston Murphy 

9 Kevin Pownall, MichaelYoung 

10  Mike Cunningham, Vada Dillawn, Beth Ann Sikes, 
 R.C. Thompson 

11  Theron Boerner, Jack Eccles, Lucy Ward,  
 Robert Wood 

12  Krista Davis, John Eastberg 

13  Jacalyn Ducharme, Josh Dugat, Shirley Dyer,  
 Emily Eastberg, 

Michael Newman 

14 Jim Gaines, Bob Pennybacker 

15 Karen Hooker 

16 Marge Marshall, Laura Powell, Sherm Strance 

17 Becky Graves 

18 Don Neely, Kenneth Wright 

19 Tommy Allen, Dab Cauley, Pat Yeargain 

20  Amy DeWeese, William Powell,  

 Stephanie Wiesehuegal 

21 Dorothy Prestwood, Kelly Rizk, Chad Schroeder, 
 Michaela Telfer 

22 Jane Barrett, Allison Price, Shanon Sutherland 

23 Barbara Borden, Doris Dixon, Lisa Ottenbacher 

24 Peggy Francisco, James Helfrich, Hink Johnson 

27 Dana Bushong, Kailey Davis, Timothy Lawrence 

28 Eleanor Carl 

30 Trisha Abrahamson, Pat Cauble, Sue Gregerson, 

31 Alsede Hogan, Johnny Moncure, Charlotte Nichols 

 

April Birthdays 

1  Alan Carson, Cheryl Coldwater McLay,  

 Carolyn Huffman 

2 Will Brown, Steve Harp, Jim Myers, Chip Webb 

3 Barbara Hilliard, Cornelia LeMond, Michael Novak 

4 Joyce Evans, David Kahlke 

5 Elizabeth Huggins, Clarissa Vazquez 

6 Michelle Irving, Missy Ward, Christie Wilcox 

7 Paul Nieman, Rosemary Sorenson 

A Journey of Healing is theme of the March 9 Women’s Story Circle by Leslie Kjellstrand 

 A story of healing and recovery from childhood abuse and trauma will be told by Laura Myers-Doughty, who 
will speak on March 9 at the Women’s Story Circle luncheon in Huffman Hall following the 10:30 a.m. Sunday service. 
 “A Silent Holocaust: My Journey of Hope and Healing through Poetry and Prose” is the title of Laura’s talk and a 
book that she wrote about her early childhood experiences of an abusive life.  “I didn’t understand what was going on 
with me for a very long time,” she said.  “Silence was what kept the pain and torture in place…I am now learning to take 
care of myself and to free myself from the chains of the past.” 

 Laura will read some of the poems she wrote on her road to recovery and will talk about the help that she re-
ceived during the dark years of her childhood and early adulthood.  She has been a member of St. Matthew’s for about 10 
years and has worked extensively with the Rev. Susan Barnes and others to emerge from her sadness and depression.  
Laura has two children who “have taught me through their innocence that what happened to me as a child was not my 
fault.”  Today, Laura is a single mom and is a college student at California Coast University, working on a B.S. in psy-
chology.  She has received much help from her St. Matthew’s family and now is strong enough to share her story with us. 

 The Women’s Story Circle is a monthly luncheon and fellowship event for women of all ages, featuring a woman 
from our parish telling her spiritual story.  A donation of $5 may be made for the lunch.  Most WSC events are held on 
the second Sunday of the month following the 10:30 a.m. service. Babysitting is always provided and children are fed 
lunch. 
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