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To Know Christ, Grow in Christ, and Shdrevehrist’s
Celebrating Our 50th Year

St. Matthew's Episcopal Church
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Fun in the Son Wednesday Picnics VBS for ALL God’€hildren!

That's right! This year we are offering vacatBible school for our entire St. Matthew’s familyg matter what
your age! On Wednesday evenings in June and duihyentire St. Matthew’s family is invited to gathe Huffman Hall
for a simple “picnic style” dinner, combined withaation Bible school fun AND a very unigue, andyvgenuine, mid-
week worship service! The menu will offer simdight summer-time food that the whole family withjey. After dinner
we will spend an hour in free flowing fun! Therdlwe simple arts and crafts projects for thosgai who want to
“dabble” and have a project to take home. We'lldhtable games of all sorts for those of you whatta match wits and
skill at dominoes, Pass the Pigs, checkers, Unitheolike. We’'ll have some out-of-doors activiteeswell for those of yo
who are up for a treasure hunt or challenge kidkgaame! After an hour or so of fun, we will reegip in Huffman Hall
for dessert. Then we will end our evening withharg interactive, upbeat Chapel service. Wellbal on our way home
before dark!

How much fun! We need YOU to be there to maks work. This is the perfect program to build conmity
share some fun and fellowship, make new friendscach up with old friends — but we can't do itesd YOU are there!
Mark your calendars NOW and make plans to joinoud=tin in the Son Wednesday Picnics, no matter Hllyou are!
This will be a great opportunity for us to gathegether for some fun and fellowship over the coofdbose lazy summe
months. The only charge will be the cost of thelre$5 per adult and $3 for children ten and unde

We will need some help to pull off these wild Wedday adventures! If you would be willing to hphepare a
simple meal on week, or help out with arts andtsraf organize a simple outdoor activity, | woul@\VE to hear from
you! | promise all the jobs will be fun and simipléind a friend to work with and give me a call!

For questions, more information or to volunteéeape contact Kathy Dugat (343-798%dugat@austin.rr.com

Schedule:

6:00 — 6:30 PM Dinner ($5.00 per adult, $3 péld¢l$15 maximum per family)

6:30 — 7:30 PM Games and Projects...fun for alshgeome play checkers
or paint a watercolor picture, create somethingodu
clay or go on a scavenger hunt!

7:30 — 7:40PM  Regroup for dessert!!!

7:40 — 8:00PM Interactive Chapel Service

Dates: June 11, 18, 24 and July 9, 16, 23 and 30

=

Fun in the Son” Summer Camp Offers separate progrars for younger and older children! St. Matthew’s VBS2008

Summer is just around the corner and that meansnte to gear up for Vacation Bible School! lastef a tradi-
tional one week VBS, St. Matthew’s will offer anl“summer long” program of “Fun in the Son” for athildren. Draw-
ing our program out over the course of the summikallow more children to participate and will keeur children ac-
tively engaged in “church” and with their friendssummer long. This summer we are offering twpasate programs,
divided by age, so that we can provide our childugh lessons, activities, and pure fun that areerage appropriate.

Children who are currently three years old and at®reliably potty trained through those childremovare finish-
ing second grade this year may register to attemanmrning sessions. We will meet from 9:30 — 0208 Thursdays
(June 12, 19, 26 and July 10, 17 and 24) for a mgrfilled with arts and crafts projects, songs gadhes, in-door and ol
door fun, and, of course, a Bible story. Childwéh bring their lunch and we’ll end the morningtvia good old summer
time picnic lunch together.

Children who are currently finishing second grétteugh those who are currently finishing fifth deaare invited
to attend our Thursday afternoon sessions on Jan&9l 26 and July 10, 17 and 24 . Our older chiidvill meet from
1:30 — 4:30 on those Thursdays for a more advaneesion of Fun in the Son geared specifically Fait age group.
(Note that this year’s second graders can choaseeba the morning and afternoon sessions. Thisallew some flexi-
bility for families with more than one child.) Wdlirhear the same Bible stories as the youngedosil, but on a more
“grown up” level. This older group will also speadme of their time off campus on field trips taigas places in Austin
for some Fun in the Son adventures!

Registration for Fun in the Son is underway ndf@u can register your children (or grandchildrerGadchildren
for one Thursday or all summer long — pick and ceoive dates that fit your schedule. A registratée of $12 per child
per day, payable by check made out to St. Matthawst accompany your child’s registration fornors are available
in the church office, on line, or by emailing Katbygat atkkdugat@austin.rr.comThe number of children we can acco
modate will depend on the number of volunteers stkp forward to help out.

For questions, more information, or to volunteehelp out, please contact Kathy Dugat at 343-%989
kdugat@austin.rr.com
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Deadline for the
July, 2008 Issue of The Word

Midnight on the 15th of the Month
Please email your articles to
Office@StMattsAustin.Organd to JeriM@Austin.rr.Com




The St. Matt's Mom's Group is really taking off! by Anne Webster

We would like to invite you to join our Yahoo Gito stay stay connected with other
Moms and get reminders for upcoming events. Youaarthe group at: http:/groups.yahoo.cq
group/stmattsmomsgroupf by sending an email to Amanda Fowle amandab@dehail.conor
Anne Webster websters@austin.rr.com
We have some great upcoming events that accommtigabrisy and varied schedules of ALL
St. Matt’s Moms. We hope you can join us for somednd fellowship this summer.

-Mom'’s Time Out (Morning Group) Summer Schedule - June 17th, I&th and August 19th
10:00-11:30am Room B-14

-Mom'’s Time Out (Evening Group) June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th @3pm Room B-14

This is a time for fellowship amongst Moms withildren of all ages. It provides an opportunity $mme much
needed time out from the kids to share and distoymss important to Moms, such as stress and fintadance in life. The
summer meetings for both the morning and eveningpg will be facilitated by Kathy Dugat.

Childcare provided for both groups. Please RSVRrioe Webster websters@austin.rr.c8mays prior.

Kid's Summer Playdate(with Mom) June 10th, 24th, July 8th, 22nd, Aughl20:00-11:30am
Get the kids out of the house and join us for sphag time at the St. Matt's playground.

Mom?s Lunch Out - Let's Talk about Men with Kathy Monday, June 9t®;00-1:00pm, Mirabelle Restaurant

Enjoy a relaxing lunch out with other Moms. Lastntiowe heard Merrill's take on men, this month hget Kathy
Dugat's perspective. It should be interesting amdl {Childcare provided at the church. Please R&8vAmanda Fowle
amandabindel@gmail.cothdays prior if attending and indicate if childcarél be needed. If possible, please bring cas
because we cannot get separate checks.

64 7& 8 #/ : $ )
S & | $ 6
. L
4 L
+ 6 L ' $ 6
. S
$ " 6
$ 8 "
" ' 6 ©o- 9
. s s .
L $ 6 ) :
$ - L I
"L - ' $ - L

m/



OUTREACH MINISTRY — Capital Area Food Bank of Texas by Pat Yeargain, Outreach Chair

Thanks to your generosity, St. Matthew’s Outre@ommission has budgeted $3,000 to the Capital Roeal
Bank of Texas for 2008. Their mission is simplet, yery complex: to nourish hungry people and adcommunity in
ending hunger.

In its 27" year of service, the Capital Area Food Bank of@&e¢CAFB) currently provides food and grocery
products to 370 Partner Agencies in 21 Central $exainties, including 144 Partner Agencies in T&@ounty. In 2007,

CAFB distributed 15,369,128ounds of food and provided 12,295,298 meals. TAEECservice area covers 19,064 squ

miles in Central Texas.

Most CAFB Partner Agencies provide assistancherférm of bags of groceries. Others serve hotsrira soup
kitchen or provide meals as part of treatment @og. CAFB Partner Agencies report that 20 to H¥@gnt of their food
comes directly from the Food Bank.

With your help, St. Matthew’s is helping to feee thungry through this vital food bank.
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In preparation for the publication of our book,
5 ' Poems of the Parishat the Arts Festival
. November 1% and 1%, a poetry writing
workshop will be held on Saturday, Jund'2
5 ' at 2 PM, in B-18. It will be led by author/
5 poet/teacher Olga Samples Davis of San A
tonio. Everyone is welcome, whether you’
5 keen on writing poetry or not; Olga is very
entertaining. And, yes, tea will be served.
5 Please come! Kathleen Davis Niendorff, co-chaithef Arts
5 Festival (along with Valorie Bray and Sharon Lowe)
5
5
5
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Ministry of the Month: Interfaith Hospitality Network, Submitted by Amy No vak

I've borrowed a few observations from an email ohthe caseworkers sent to all

the Interfaith Hospitality Network Coordinatorshdse are the things most
families seeking shelter through the Interfaitrspitality Network struggle with.

Being poor is knowing exactly how much everythugts.
Being poor is a thinking $8 an hour is a reallpdaeal.

Being poor is not taking the job because you damt someone you trust to watgh

your kids.
Being poor is deciding it’s all right to base &tmnship on shelter.
Being poor is six dollars short on the utilityll@hd no way to close the gap.

Being poor is buying an $800 car because thatat wbu can afford but then
having it break down because there is  not an $80th America that is worth
even half that.

Being poor is waiting six hours in the emergermyn with a sick child.

Being poor is living with choices you didn’t knog@u made when you were 14
years old.

Being poor is feeling helpless when your child smthe same mistakes.
Being poor is knowing you work as hard as anyangwhere.
Being poor is knowing how hard it is to stagry poor.

Nowhere on the list is anything about not beingexipus child of God. In fact, the poor are prordigee kingdom of God
in Luke’s Beatitudes. However, in the here and new as the body of Christ are called to help oighimors for whom the
kingdom seems beyond the horizon. One of the waydathat is through the Interfaith Hospitality Wetk.

The mission of the Interfaith Hospitality Netwosktd provide safe shelter and food to families wrecurrently homeless.

Each Network is composed of 10 to 12 religious pizgtions that take turns to provide shelter amge2ls a day for 3 to
families. This program is unusual in a few way#st-it is one of only two programs shelter pragréhat can accept fam
lies and the only shelter program that can acdaptesfather families. This program relies heavily volunteers who trealt

the families as just that — family. AlImost every@eeepted in to the Network talks about how impuréand reassuring it |S

to be accepted exactly where they are without juelgnThe churches provide shelter, food and listgeiars, but there is
complete set of caseworkers at the Day Centeih#lps each family address their specific barriersafe housing. This
program is much more than just a shelter prograis.d shelter program that wants to be the lasiteshthese families
have to use. The Day Center also provides a censisbme base and contact point for families ag tihave to different
congregations for overnight accommodation. It alsatinues to be a social circle for the familieteiathey move out. In
this way, about 50 families a year start on a bgth.

The families in the Interfaith Hospitality Netwownork hard during their few months in shelter anel yiear of follow up
they have with the caseworkers once finding sdfeddible housing. About half the families have emgpient when they
enter but often there is still not enough monegawer expenses. Many families have debt or probheith the utility
company. Childcare, health care and transportéigres often stand in the way of a better payibgAdl of these prob-
lems can be and are addressed by the caseworkesssTvhat gives the families that participatersbhope. Someone is
willing to work with them to help them out of thgate of homelessness into a home. Someone who ktieuvsay. Therg
are wonderfully dedicated caseworkers, caring velers and hard working parents who want somethatigibfor their
kids struggling every day to find a little “Kingddrhere in Austin through the Interfaith Hospitalltetwork.
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Heifer Project by Cynthia Wilson
For the last six years, The Heifer Project hasmltke Lenten Outreach Project at St. Matthewlse Jarish has

raised over $83,000 to send animals to Impoverisfiedjes all over the world. These chicks andkduend llamas and
heifers create sources of food and clothing ferrétipients, giving them livelihoods and enablingm to share the ben
fits with their neighbors, through the mandategass on" the offspring of their animals.

Often we have used our funds to match challengetgr This year, our $15,602 donation was matehneiddou-
bled by The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to bigne East Africa Dairy Development Project, ®ipoor rural
farmers in East Africa double their incomes byréasing their production of
high quality raw milk to sell to dairies.
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Pledges

Non-Pledge & Cash
Good Faith

Other Income

Total Income

Total Expenses
Income vs. Expenses

Summary of Operating Revenues & Expenses

April 30, 2008
MTD Actual MTD Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget
$ 58,34250 $ 78,750.00 $ 438,230.25 $413,070.00
$ 4,946.56 $ 10,029.00 $ 24,146.30 $ 31,375.00
$ 1,360.09 $ 4,600.00 $ 6,859.97 $ 13,400.00
$ 18,529.47 $ 4,403.78 % 42,626.36  $ 28,456.42
$ 83,178.62 $ 97,782.78 $ 511,862.88 $486,301.42
$ 117,613.81 $ 92,329.14 $ 390,243.11 $391,055.98
$ (34435.19) $ 545364 $ 121,619.77 $ 9524544

Summary of April 2008 Vestry Meeting,submitted by Mary-Lynn Polk, Jr. Warden

The Vestry met on April 29 2008. Below is a summary of the action itemshenagenda. A complete copy of t

minutes can be found on-line once they have beproaed. Parishioners are always welcome to veségtimgs.

Vestry voted to approve resolution to particigatdiocesan sponsored and funded new church gtarttie new
church to be located in far north and west Tradsi@y.

Vestry voted to approve motion to authorize thei@eWarden to enter into a contract to replacesthger line.
Vestry voted to approve distribution of Mother'sypBouquets on May with a solicitation of donations by Ar

niversary Special Events Committee.
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St. Matthew’s Day Schooby Sandy Flores

With school ending next week, one can only feelegkgtement in the air as one walks down the hadsidents, parents
and teachers are all ready for summer vacatiobedgm. My son, Kenneth, will be graduating frore tindergarten pro-
gram at St. Matthew’s this year. This will be negend graduate from St. Matthew’s Episcopal DayoSthOne would
think that this would be a sad moment for our fapiilut we are honestly delighted that Kenneth tzasthe opportunity to
undergo this wonderful four-year journey at St. Metv’'s. He is very excited to be graduating. Tmo,I5t. Matthew's has
been a journey, a four-year journey that has bekoffgrowth, learning, and adventure. He staae8&t. Matthew’s when
he was two years old and has grown immensely throlg years. His favorite year has been kindezgarKindergarten is
a unigue experience because one gets to be “tHesbign the small pond.” It has been a year ddiltelebrations -- with
the Christmas Pageant, the signing of the creellagiel and the unforgettable spring opera. Kemwékive moving on to
a different school next year, but to us St. Mattlsdvas given him the beginning foundations to agstart in life. The
only reason that we are not saddened by Kennethttugtion is that in the fall our youngest daugitison will embark
on her St. Matthew’s journey. Our family will $tde around St. Matthew’s for at least another fgears. We truly feel
blessed to have found a place like St. Matthew'to children.
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Conversations with Kathy—New Time for Summer!

Our monthly Conversations with Kathy series wil
continue right through the summer! This month’s
“conversation” is scheduled for Wednesday, Jurfefi@n
10:00 — 11:30 AM in B13. The last three “Conveisag”
were held in the evenings. We will shift to a diag format
for the summer in an attempt to reach out to tleds@u
who are looking for daytime opportunities. WeVlote back
to evenings again in the fall.

This month’s topic will beChildren and the Bible:
Planting seeds to last a lifetim&Ve all know it is importan
for our children to be exposed to the lessons #oriks in
the Bible, but WHERE IN THE WORLD does one begin?
Kathy will share simple, practical ways to bring tBible to
life for you AND your children. She will share e for
family Bible studies that will fit into your busgkedules,
offer clues about where to find the answers tantiikon
and one questions your children are bound to atikabout
different types of Bibles, walk you through a stetgp by
step, and offer follow up ideas to help you pud# tessons
from the story and put them into practice in yohitdren’s
daily lives. Bring your questions and concerngl we will
walk through them together. Childcare availabledserva-
tion. Reservation deadline for childcare is Sundaye
15", Questions or to RSVP for childcare, contact Kath
Dugat at 343-7989 didugat@austin.rr.com

Children’s Sunday School is Making a Joyful Noise!

The theme for our June Sunday School series is
“Make a Joyful Noise!” Join us June 1, 8, 15, aay for
games, fellowship and friends as we discover howhmu
FUN it can be to discover God'’s presence in owedivSun-
day School will begin at 9:15. DON'T BE LATE or ydi
miss the fun!!! One last note...it's officially “sumer time”
and we are going to be doing lots of crazy, fundhiin Sun
day School. Leave your “Sunday best” at hometies¢
next few weeks and come dressed for some seriaysapd
outside games. Please wear closed shoes!

Children’s Sunday School is going home!

?7? Our Children’s Sunday School classes will be ba
in their “regular” homes in the basement of thecsaary
beginning June 1. Thanks so much to the Day Sdbool
allowing us to share space this spring while treeb@ent
was being repaired! Look for 3 and 4 year oldB16,
LAST year's kinder and first graders in B17, LA$dar’'s
second and third graders in B13 and LAST year'stfoand
fifth graders in B12. Note that we go by LAST sohgear’s
classes until August, then we all “promote” to tlext age
level.
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Memories of St. Matthew’sby Barbara Hilliard

Twenty-four years ago, my husband of thirty-fivesays told me that we didn’t have
anything in common and left. After two years ie tiesolation of a small town with abso-
lutely nothing to look forward to but more of thense, | moved to Austin and into the
friendly atmosphere of St. Matthew’s, and into Wedcoming Singles Group that was one
the ministries at the time. Twenty-five to 40 @rfkeople or more came to our meetings 4
parties. People who had been “thrown away”, refktly their spouses or families, becam
friends who understood exactly where you were cgrfiom. It proved to be a truly healin
ministry.

Through unfortunate circumstances (some my faatpe not,) | was desperate for

of
nd
e

g

a

job. Finally, in late December, | landed one fitreéd in which | had experience. On the very
first day, while going through orientation, my doctalled and told me that | had cancer and

that he had made an appointment for me to go ttaththat afternoon. Surgery would come aftertttkation treatments
By the time the x-rays were done, it was late afien, the sky was getting dark, and | went homee ¢old, empty house.
My outlook was not good. | wished for a friend.

Ten days later | was home from the hospital, wieatk the radiation treatments and the surgereltiMery sick.
Standing up required considerable effort, and thesBnas Season was upon us.

My friends from the St. Matthew’s congregation dim the Singles Group were very kind and helpfTihey
brought in my mail, took out my garbage and didtthiegs that have to be done in a household whgtheare sick or
well.

One friend had heard that | wanted my Christmees tip as three members of my family were coming foat of

town to see how | was doing. This friend called aaid that she would put my tree up for me. |ldeed, saying that the

tree was in the garage and would have to be braogirid set up. She said that she could to thaén | said that the
decorations were in the top of the garage closet tlaat | would have to show her where they we&he said that she cou
find them and that | would not have to go outsitléetted about another thing or two, and she ggx@untered that she
“could do that”. Finally, | realized that even witer generous, willing spirit, | just did not hate energy to go through
with it. This person was Shelley Stall, and wheold her this story recently, she had forgottdralbut it. | will never
forget about it!

When my visitors arrived, they found my tree, aBrohafalera plant, which was given to me by aaothember
of our Singles Group, sparsely covered by thrdewricicles.

Thank you Barbara and to all who have sent us yemmrembrances of times at St. Matthew’s. Your mriemare our
churches life. If your have stories or pictureshare, send them to Rita Ecclasdr@austin.rr.comOr give them to Bar
bara Haynes in the church office. Call me at 3494 with questions. We have extended the deadblirstories until
July 31. but the sooner the better is our motto.
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Casa Marianellaby Pat Yeargain, Outreach Chairperson

St. Matthew’s Outreach ministries provide finaheiad volunteer support to pro-
grams that offer shelter and services to those@dnCasa Marianella is a ministry that pro-
vides food, clothing, English classes, job placenassistance and a safe, temporary home-
like environment for refugees and immigrants, whe@imarily from South American coun-
tries. The clients at Casa Marianella aim for-selfficiency.

Two homes were recently purchased, one to hoagéesivomen and their children,
many of whom are applying for political asylum béea claims of abuse in their home
countries. Another home, across the street fronotiggnal Casa will provide community
services such as English and computer classespdugpups and will allow for an office

and meeting space. In addition, the new spacewallide for programming for the many women who ently come to
Casa to get the women’s domestic job list and o for clothes.

Mary Lou Henshaw and Sarah Williams lead this stigi organizing monthly meals and providing mueleced
support. The clients at Casa Marianella look fodmarthe great meals that arrive on the last Frafagvery month. The
staff and clients at Casa are also grateful todbeta count on the financial support of St. Mattree

PENTECOST THANK YOU! by Esther Garcia

A special thank you to all of the volunteers wiatped make the Pentecost Picnic a HUGE succesakiaal to
Kevin McGillicudy, Jim Meyers, Larry Simons, Chkigilson, Pat Sutherland, Biff Tatum and the Holy %ers for the
delicious meal and to Stefani Minnear and Beth tefer the great desserts. The decorations wexetifig thanks to Sué¢
Tatum and the flowers and centerpieces were fabulwanks to Anne Webster.

Thank you to the children of the Sunday schoogm for their lovely contributions to the centeg@s. The
kitchen duty went off without a hitch, thanks tan8g Brown and the kitchen crew. The children's\étitis were great fun
(Kathy Dugat we truly appreciate you) and the moalike/were a hit! Paul Huggins kudos to you for your
great organization. Bridgette Beinecke, thank soumuch for organizing the facepainting and atheftalented volun-
teers. The kids loved it. A great big hug to Keaird the youth for your tremendous help. Thank yolidny Hatheway
and to the members of the Brotherhood of St. Andied/all of the volunteers for setting up, clearupgand tearing down
after the picnic. Jeri Muhich and Allen Keith kosome fabulous pictures of the event. Thank you!

We regret that we cannot name every single pastancame together (in the true St. Matthew's tiaal}t, but
please know that we really appreciate your workyryagfort and your time. God Bless, Kyra Alexandad Esther Garcig.




St. Matthew’s gratefully acknowledges commemordajifts to the Permanent Endowment Fund
' received in the last three weeks

To the Glory of God and in Thanksgiving for theslsvof Gradi Sterling, Holly Miller, Clint Norton,
Clyde Carman and Cammie Simons Springer
by Kathleen and Frank Niendorff
To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Gradedng and Holly Miller
by Tommye Bertero
To the Glory of God and in Thanksgiving for the lirggafor Rosie Nieman
by Margaret and Jim Myers
To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Hollyilr and Cammie Simons Springer
by Steve and Kay White
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