
   

 

To Know Christ, Grow in Christ, and Share Christ’s Love 

The Word 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church          April, 2009, Issue 4 
From the Rector 

Holy Week Approaches 

Palm Sunday is April 5. Weather permitting; we will begin the 10:30AM service in the courtyard for the Blessing 
of the Palms. After the Blessing of the Palms, we will process straight into the church with the palms and begin 
the Holy Eucharist. We will, of course, read the Passion Narrative in parts. Elsewhere in this edition of The Word, 
you will find a detailed schedule of the liturgies of Holy Week and Easter at St. Matthew’s. Please note that 
there are daily services, which gives you an opportunity to experience different liturgies and to hear many dif-
ferent preachers. I would especially point to the services of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday as particularly 
crucial to a meaningful preparation for Easter.  

 
What does Easter mean to me?  A theological reflection. 

The two creation stories at the beginning of the book of Genesis are rich with God’s passion and purposes for 
life. At Genesis 1:2 the author tells us that the earth, in the beginning, was “without form and void” – best un-
derstood as undefined chaos – called “darkness upon the face of the deep”. By the power of God’s ruach (which 
means wind or spirit), that undefined chaos is named and refined for six days. We see that God is the Creator of 
all that is, seen and unseen. In the second story, associated with the Adam and Eve account, God’s Spirit 
“formed adam of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and adam became a liv-
ing being.” In both of these ancient accounts of God’s intentional creation of all that is, including human life, we 
see the awesome force of God’s Spirit, making something from nothingness, forming, shaping and breathing life 
from formlessness and chaos. The two creation stories speak to us of God’s power to design and create. I think 
of this as the first creation.  

In Holy Week, we get a different glimpse of God’s creative powers. By choice, God has come among us in the 
human flesh of one new being, Jesus of Nazareth. God became fully human and in Jesus attempted to convey 
the deepest hopes and dreams for humanity that rest within the divine soul. God is not a tyrant and does not 
force the human race to receive, accept and surrender to the divine initiative Jesus called the Kingdom of God. 
And in spite of his preaching and healing and loving people so unconditionally, Jesus is rejected and is mur-
dered through state sanctioned capital punishment and religious jealousy and contempt for God’s desire to do a 
“new thing”. God is creative and loving, infinitely forgiving. God seeks to create new ways to counter human 
indifference and cruelty. God is perpetually doing a “new thing” and his answer to Holy Week betrayal, vio-
lence and death was the second creation – resurrection. Jesus is vindicated. God’s original intention for a ma-
ture, reasonable, passionate and loving humanity, from the earth and good, is fashioned anew in the resurrec-
tion of Jesus from the dead. God raises Jesus from a cold tomb and a new creative spiritual force of goodness 
and holiness is unleashed from the loving heart of God. Easter is the season where the church not only marvels 
at the resurrection of Jesus but also embraces its deepest meanings. God’s love cannot and will not be destroyed 
by the will of any human being or government. God cannot be defeated. God is love.  

 

Rector’s message continues on Page 6 
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HOLY WEEK – 2009 – ST.MATTHEW’S 
SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2009 
Palm Sunday – The Sunday of the Passion - The Rev. Susan Barnes, preacher 

*8:00am  Holy Eucharist 

9:15 am  Adult, Youth and Children’s Classes 

*10:30 am  The Liturgy of the Palms  

10:15 a.m. - gather in the courtyard for Procession of the Palms into the Sanctuary 

Children’s Chapel for children 3 yrs—5th grade - Huffman Hall. 

5:15 pm  Contemplative Eucharist 

Children 3 yrs—5th grade are invited to the 10:30 Children’s Chapel held in Huffman Hall. *At the 8:00 am service, the 
Infant Nursery will be available in the Education Building. *At the 10:30 am service, childcare is available for children 
through age 4 with infants in the Huffman Hall Nursery and toddlers through age 4 in the Education Building. 

MONDAY IN HOLY WEEK – APRIL 6 
7:00   a.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Ned Bowersox preacher 

12:15 p.m. Ecumenical Service at St. Matthew’s – Guest preacher, Madeline Henners, NW Hills Methodist 
6:00   pm  Evening Prayer in the Bell Tower 

TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK – APRIL 7 
7:00   a.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Susan Barnes, preacher 

12:15 p.m. Ecumenical Service at St. Matthew’s – Guest preacher, Marcus McFaul, Highland Park Baptist 

6:00   p.m.  Evening Prayer in the Bell Tower 

WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK – APRIL 8 
7:00   a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Dean Busboom, preacher 

12:15 p.m. Ecumenical Service at St. Matthew’s – The Rev. Merrill Wade, preaching 

6:00   pm  Evening Prayer in the Bell Tower 

THURSDAY IN HOLY WEEK – APRIL 9 
7:00   a.m.  Holy Eucharist, The Rev. Jim Williams, preacher 

6:00   p.m.  Evening Prayer in the Bell Tower 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – APRIL 9 
*7:00 p.m.  Maundy Thursday Holy Eucharist, the Washing of Feet, and Stripping of the Altar 

  Seminarian Beth Wyndham, preacher 

*Childcare available infants through age 4 

At the conclusion of this service, the all-night Maundy Thursday Prayer Watch begins in the Wilson Room.  

GOOD FRIDAY – APRIL 10  

All Night Prayers conclude at the beginning of the Good Friday Liturgy 

*12:00 noon  Good Friday Liturgy and Veneration of the Cross 

  The Rev. Chuck Huffman, preacher 

  *Childcare available infants through age 4 
4:00 p.m. Children’s Stations of the Cross beginning in the Courtyard 

*6:00   p.m.  Stations of the Cross 

Adults and older children gather at the Sanctuary door facing Steck parking lot.  

*Childcare available infants through age 4 
6:00 p.m.  Evening Prayer in the Bell Tower 

 



3  

 

THE MUSIC OF HOLY WEEK by Jean Farris Fuller 

 

“Christ became obedient for us unto death on a cross.  Therefore God exalted him and has given him the name 
that is above every name.”  With this text, the Church celebrates the ultimate mystery – the death and resurrec-
tion of God’s Son for the salvation of the human race.  It is no light matter we commemorate during this week 
called “Holy,” and the music used must reflect our reverence, awe, sorrow and joy.  This very special week calls 
for the best and the most sacred music. 

 

PALM SUNDAY captures the mood of all the liturgies preceding the Great Vigil.  
Palm Sunday itself has a dual character:  the exuberant cries of “hosanna” which ac-
company Christ’s entry into Jerusalem 

 “All glory, laud, and honor” – Hymnal 154 – joyful and triumphant leads to 
the Passion which is read with actors and a narrator; 

“O Sacred Head now wounded”   - Hymnal 168 and the somber proclamation of the 
Passion story continues throughout the rest of the service 

 Choral Anthem – “Psalm 86” – by Gustav Holst 

To my humble supplication, Lord, give ear and acceptation; Save thy servant, that hath none; 
help nor hope but Thee alone.  Send, O send relieving gladness to my soul oppressed with 
sadness, which from clog of earth set free, winged with zeal, flies up to Thee…bow down 

thine ear O Lord, hear me; for I am poor and needy. (choir and orchestra) 

 “Glory be to Jesus” – Hymnal 479 

Silent ending of the service with “The Passion Chorale” played by The Orchestra of St. Matthew’s gives us 
feelings of longing and sadness. 

HOLY SATURDAY – APRIL 11 
10:00 a.m. Holy Saturday Liturgy 

6:00 p.m.  Evening Prayer in the Bell Tower 

*7:00 p.m.  The Great Vigil of Easter with Holy Baptism 

  *Childcare available infants through age 4 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12 – no Sunday School classes today only 

  (Note Change in Service Times for Easter Day Only) 
7:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist - Kinney Outdoor Memorial Chapel (weather permitting) 
  The Rev. Miles Brandon, preacher 

*9:00 a.m.  Festival Eucharist including Flowering of the Cross  

  The Rev. Kevin Schubert, preacher 

  Children’s Chapel for children 3 yrs—5th grade - Huffman Hall. 

  *Childcare available infants through age 4 
 10:30 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt in Courtyard (weather permitting) 

*11:00 a.m.  Festival Eucharist including Flowering of the Cross  

  The Rev. Merrill Wade, preacher 

  Children’s Chapel for children 3 yrs—5th grade – Huffman Hall. 

  *Childcare available infants through age 4 

5:15 p.m.  Contemplative Eucharist in Sanctuary 

6:00 p.m. Evening Prayer in the Bell Tower 



4  

 

The entrance hymn for MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus”  - Hymnal 495, is the entrance in the Paschal Triduum.  Ubi caritas 
(Duruflé); Drop, drop, slow tears (Gibbons), chanted anthems for the footwashing; Ah, Holy Jesus and Go to Dark Geth-
semane weave through the service of footwashing; stripping the Altar and congregation proceeding down to the 
Wilson Room singing the Taize chant, “Stay with me” for the prayer vigil.  Somber and reflective and quiet 
make this Thursday a beginning for the next three days. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY is a service of silence at the beginning and ending with Crucifixus from 
Bach’s B minor Mass with the Good Friday Anthems sung with cello alone in the middle.   
Two hymns are sung before and after The Passion is read; “O Sacred Head” and “When I 
Survey the wondrous cross” as the Cross is the central point of drama to the Good Friday 
liturgy.  Liturgical music is mostly in minor keys and slow-paced….in German it is lang-
sam. 

THE GREAT VIGIL AND BAPTISM 
 Darkness, new fire, and the ceremonies of Paschal Candle together with the always sung Exsultet 
leads into baptism of the new Christians and the first Holy Eucharist of Easter – we sing Alleluia with 
gusto, the very familiar "Jesus Christ is Risen Today", Mozart’s “Alleluia” sung by Annie Payton, our 
choral director and ending with "He is Risen".  All the music is uplifting, spiritual, major tonality and 
completes the Triduum. 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Easter translated into various languages – Ostern (German); Pâques (French) Pasqua 
(Spanish); Pask (Scottish)  is the principal feast of the ecclesiastical year.  This year the 
solo prelude will be sung by David Small, our baritone in residence—“The Holy City”; 
we changed some of the Easter hymns this year – Welcome, happy morning (never 
before heard by the Director of Music until working at the Episcopal church!); He is 
Risen (Hymnal 180) and Paaske (Danish) favorite hymn, Jesus Christ is Risen Today are 
sung along with A GLORIA!!!!!  and lots of Alleluias!!!!   Our choral anthem this day is 
another one written by Gustav Holst, “Psalm 148 – paraphrased and you will recog-
nize the tune. 

Lord, who hast made us for thine own, hear as we sing before Thy throne…..Allelulia, Allelulia.  
Accept Thy children’s reverent praise for all Thy wondrous works and ways….Alleluia,  (then 
the choir will sing 47 Alleluias!!!!)  The choir chose this anthem while attending a choral 
concert at UT and decided (with Annie’s help) that it would be a good one to learn. 

 

 So my point is through the music and liturgy, you can sense and feel the story of the resurrection.  You 
could go to Oberammergau, Germany and see it performed in two days but why not come here and be a part of 
the truly moving services of Holy Week at St. Matthew’s. 

 

P. S.  The Choir will not be in the choir stalls for Easter 2.   Our Guest Choir will be The Austin Community Col-
lege Choir under the direction of Dr. Jim Shepherd on April 19, 2009.  They will sing a choral prelude, anthem 
and communion piece at the 10:30 service. 
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Caritas of Austin Helps Our Community In Many Ways 

Submitted by Vickie Blumhagen 

 CARITAS FAITH FOOD DRIVE April 26, 2009 ………………..St. Matthew's con-

tributes to the Caritas food pantry by sponsoring a food drive each year.  In 2008, you 

generously donated a record amount of food items.  Of the 25 organizations that partici-

pated, St. Matt's delivered 3,197 pounds of canned goods, non-perishable food, hygeine 

items, household cleaning supplies and paper goods.  The amount collected is 863 additional pounds than the 

previous.  It's time to gear up for the 2009 Caritas Faith Food Drive to be held at St. Matt's on April 26.  Donation 

bags will be handed out in mid April.  Let's try to meet this goal to help the needy in our community! 

 Caritas of Austin has been fighting poverty, hunger and homelessness within our community since 1964.  

Caritas provides a continuum of services to those in need.  This organization provides support and links indi-

viduals and families to resources with a goal of achieving self-sufficiency. 

 This year, over 20,000 Travis County adults and children will benefit from Caritas' programs.  Ninety 

percent of the budget directly benefits the clients.  Caritas receives support from individuals, foundations, busi-

nesses, organizations, the faith community and all levels of government. 

 One of the ways Caritas helps is by providing Basic Needs Services.  This department helps people ex-

periencing a financial crisis meet their most basic human needs.  Caritas provides rent and utility assistance for 

those faced with losing their housing, hot meals to those who are hungry, take-home groceries for those strug-

gling to feed their families, and food, shelter, clothing and support for newly arrived refugees. 

 The Self-Sufficiency Department helps clients develop skills to move toward self-reliance.  Caritas offers 

case management, life skills and ESL classes, assistance with budget planning and money management, em-

ployee readiness training and job placement. 

Lastly, if you are interested in volunteering in other ways at Caritas of Austin, the Volunteer Open House is 

available the first Tuesday of each month.  Hours are from 9 am - 10 am and 6 pm - 7 pm.  This is your chance to 

hear about the programs and services at Caritas, meet the staff, meet others interested in volunteering, find vol-

unteer opportunities and schedule a volunteer interview.  For more information, contact Caritas of Austin at 

646-1265 or visit their location at 611 Neches Street.       

Outreach Ministries 

The Good faith fund offers hope 

by Cynthia Wilson 

 Thanks to the generosity of the members of St. Matthews, our neighbors are 

given help in tough times.  We are primarily asked for help with rent and utility bills. 

Members of the Good Faith Committee are assigned applications and contact the appli-

cants by phone.  We then meet to decide how money can best be distributed. It is al-

ways sent directly to the utility or the landlord. We also provide information about 

other sources of assistance, and offer prayer and concern for their difficulty. We ask that 

they pray for us.  

 On the first Sunday of every month, the loose offering and any checks desig-

nated to good Faith are added to the fund. We thank you all for your help. 
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The Episcopal Church:  A Short Course 
Have you been recently visiting St. Matthew's and wanting to learn more about the Episcopal Church?   Are you a long-
time member who would like a brief refresher course?  Do you feel like helping your clergy welcome potential members 
to the church?    This may be the course for you!  Come join Susan Barnes and our seminarian Beth Wyndham for this 
four-week survey on the Sundays in May at the Education hour. 

 

May 3: How the Episcopal Church came to be 

May 10: What we believe: Scripture, the Baptismal Covenant and the Creeds 

May 17: How we worship: The sacraments and personal prayer 

May 24:  How we live out our faith: Sharing Christ's love in ministry 

WELCOME TO AUSTIN AREA INTERRELIGIOUS MINISTRIES 

by Susan Robertson 

 St. Matthew’s has added an exciting ministry to our outreach support.  It’s the Austin 
Area Interreligious  Ministries, also known as AAIM.  AAIM’s vision is to have a respectful, 
caring and inclusive community where people of diverse cultures and religions are actively 
involved in enhancing the quality of life in the Austin area.  In our divided culture, I can’t 
think of a more important ministry.  This group encourages a spirit of respect and understand-
ing while they use their hands and hearts to better this community of Austin. 

 

 AAIM can involve us in many things:  (1) The CROP (Community Responding to Overcome Poverty) Walk (which 
was last month, so we will be involved next year).  This walk, as well as getting the Austin community together, also raises 
money to combat hunger at home and worldwide.  (2)  Hands on Housing.  This will take place later in the spring. (See the 
following blurb on how you can help.)  Many hands get together to repair houses.  The typical client is 70+ years old with 
an income of $10,000 or less per year.  (3) The Thanksgiving Celebration gathers the whole community to celebrate to-
gether those things for which we are thankful.  It is held in a different venue with a different religion in charge each year. 
There are many more things that unite us than divide us.  (4) The Abraham Walk is another way of fostering understanding.  
Last year the keynote speaker was Judea Pearl, father of Daniel Pearl.  (5) Classes for Refugees.  These classes, as well as 
helping people learn English, also teach things that might seem strange or confusing to newcomers, ie. how to open a bank 
account, what different street signs mean, how to shop in a grocery store. 

Rector’s Message continued from Page 1 

Bishop Doyle Gathers Austin Episcopalians on Wednesday, April 15 

Bishop Andy Doyle will be at St. David’s Episcopal Church on Wednesday night, April 15 at 7PM for a Town 
Hall gathering of clergy and parishioners of Austin area churches.  The Bishop will speak and then convene 
small groups to discuss various issues of vision and mission for the Diocese of Texas.  I plan to attend this event, 
as do many members of the church staff.  All are invited! 

 
Mark Your Calendars – Sunday, May 3, 5:15PM 

Jean Fuller and I have arranged for the Conspirare Symphonic Choir (over 100 voices), which currently re-
hearses at St. Matthew’s, to offer sacred music in their repertoire for a Contemplative Liturgy for St. Matthew’s 
members and those in the public who would appreciate an opportunity to hear glorious music interspersed 
with sacred readings and prayers.  This service will last around one hour and is an excellent opportunity for you 
to introduce your friends to St. Matthew’s.  More information forthcoming! 

 
God bless you! 

 
Merrill 
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St. Matthew’s Day School 
by Joey Alcorta, Board Member 

 March has certainly been an active month for the Day School.  Even with a week of 
Spring Break, our entire school community has been diligently working on several important pro-
jects and planning for special events. 

 First, the Day School has been processing registration forms for the 2009-2010 school 
year.  St. Matthew’s Episcopal Day School continues to enjoy a strong reputation and initial re-
ports indicate strong registration numbers for the next school year as well as a healthy waiting list 
for our classes. 

 Next, parents, teachers and students alike have all been preparing for our annual spring fundraiser, La Noche de Los 
Angeles, scheduled for Saturday, April 4 at Austin Country Club.  The most recent update indicates that our event commit-
tee has been hard at work organizing an exciting and fun event.  Perhaps even harder at work have been our students creat-
ing and putting the finishing touches on their class projects which will be featured among all of the wonderful items in the 
live and silent auctions.  As always, the proceeds of this special event go towards financing our wonderful new school 
building and the Day School’s scholarship fund.  For tickets and more information on the annual La Noche de Los Angeles 
fundraiser, please contact the school office. 

 The Head of School search process is ongoing and is nearing completion.  After a review of numerous impressive 
applications and several rounds of interviews, the search committee identified and invited four outstanding finalists to com-
plete a final round of visits and interviews with representatives of all constituencies of the St. Matthew’s community during 
the last week of March and first week of April.  More information about the finalist candidates will be available on the Day 
School website at  www.stmatthewsschoolaustin.com  .  The search committee expects to be able to announce our new 
Head of School sometime this month. 

 For those who may not know, the Head of School search process has been a non-stop, labor intensive process since 
it was kicked off in earnest last December.  It has been through the committee’s commitment and tireless efforts that we 
have enjoyed such wonderful results in the process to date.  As such, our heartfelt thanks go out to the entire search com-
mittee chaired by Kathy Ferguson, and including Rev. Merrill Wade, Babs Clendenin, Courtney Morehead, Mary-
Lynn Polk, Eileen Cole and Tina Couch. 

 Finally, mark your calendars for the annual Flowering of the Cross ceremony.  Always scheduled on the Wednes-
day following Easter, this year’s ceremony is scheduled for Wednesday, April 15.  Through this wonderful ceremony, the 
resurrection of Jesus is celebrated by encouraging each child to bring a flower to decorate the wooden crosses until each 
cross is completely filled with flowers. 

 Stay tuned for more news next month as we wrap up the school year, say our farewells to Pam Littlefield as she 
retires as our Head of School and hopefully welcome a new Head of School to the St. Matthew’s community. 

Ecumenical Holy Week Services 
Monday - Wednesday, April 6-8, 2009 at 12:15 PM 

  For the past 20 years a group of Northwest Austin churches of various denominations have held noon 
prayer services during Holy Week.  This year the services are at St. Matthew's Episcopal Church at 12:15 PM 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week (April 6,7,8).  The churches participating are Ascension Lu-
theran, Highland Park Baptist, Northwest Hills United Methodist, St. Matthew's Episcopal and St. Teresa's 
Catholic.  

  The consortium of churches combined to have neighborhood Ecumenical Prayer Services in 1979 and 
was begun by John Stanley, former pastor of Highland Park Baptist Church.  Each year the service moves from 
one of the churches to another but utilizes the ministers, musicians and lay leadership of all the churches in the 
service which includes special music, prayers and meditations.  An outreach offering will be taken this year that 
will go to The Caritas Soup Kitchen.   

  
For more information, please call Susan Barnes, Associate Rector, St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church at 345-8314. 
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Youth MinistryYouth MinistryYouth MinistryYouth Ministry    
St. Matthew’s Youth Group News for April 

Some great things are planned this April for the Youth of St. Matthew’s. 

 

Sunday Events are open to both the Middle and High School Groups 

• Sunday April 5: SUN ONE is a unique youth group comprised of students (grades 6 through 12) from four different 
youth groups in the Austin area: St. Matthew’s, St. Michael’s, St. David’s, and Good Shepherd.  Every first Sunday of the 
month the group strives to strengthen the relationship between Austin youth and Christ as we gather for worship, dinner, 
fellowship, and discipleship.  Sun One rotates between the four churches during the course of the year.  This event will be 
from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at St. David’s Episcopal Church, 304 E 7th St. Austin, TX 78701.  The St. Matthew’s group will 
meet and depart at St. David’s. 

• Sunday April 12th: No Youth Group – Easter! 

• Sunday April 19th: Dinner and a Movie Night!  We will meet in the Youth Center at 5:00 pm and conclude at 7:30 pm.  
The movie will be determined later. 

Sunday April 26th: YOUTH GROUP GAMES!!  We will meet in the Youth Center at 5:30 pm and conclude at 7:30 pm 
for fun games and dinner 

 

Wednesday April 1:  The First Wednesday Evening Event in the month of April (during Lent) is open to both the middle 
school and the high school youth groups. Each Wednesday in Lent we meet in Huffman Hall at 6:00 pm to enjoy dinner 
with our parish family.  Afterwards we will travel to the Youth Center for a Lenten Program for Youth.  The evening will 
conclude at 8:00 pm (the same time the adult Lenten Program in the Sanctuary will end.) 

 

Wednesday Evening Events are open to the High School Youth Group. 

• Wednesday April 8th: NO HSYG this Evening 

• Wednesday April15th: NO HSYG this Evening 

• Wednesday April 22nd: HSYG Community Discussion:  The High School Youth will meet in the Youth Center from 
7:00 to 8:30 pm for a facilitated discussion on a current topic. 

Wednesday April 29th: HSYG SUN ONE Preparation!  The high school youth group will meet from 7:00 to 8:30 pm in 
the Youth Center to plan the upcoming SUN ONE event!  We will order pizza during the event for dinner. 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the  
May, 2009 Issue of The Word 

Midnight on the 15th of the Month 

Please email your articles to 

Word@StMattsAustin.org 

Stations of the Cross: All ages are invited to a child friendly 
Stations of the Cross at 4:00 pm on Good Friday, 
April 10th.   

The service will include music, prayers, activities, 
plus explanations of the events leading up to the 
crucifixion of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

The program will take place indoors and out, 
 beginning in the courtyard.   

Questions?  Please contact Helen Pelkey at 345-8314 x227 or 
helen@stmattsaustin.org.   
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Children’s Ministry 

“I am the Resurrection and the Life!” 
 

Children’s Sunday School 

By Helen Pelkey, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

 
The theme for April is “I am the Resurrection and the Life!”  We will finish preparing for Easter, will 
celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection, and will discover what it means when Jesus says, “I am the Res-
urrection and the Life!”  Join us on Sundays from 9:15 to 10:15 for fun, fellowship, crafts, games, lessons 
and prayers as we discover how Jesus’ love for us is a real and tangible part of our everyday lives.  We 
hope you will make plans to join the fun!  Children ages 3 years old (and potty trained) through fifth 
grade are invited to join us each Sunday morning in the basement of the sanctuary.  Questions? Contact 
Helen Pelkey (345-8314 or helen@stmattsaustin.org). 

In April: 
 
On Palm Sunday, we will hear about Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, while people gathered to 
praise him, shouting “Hosanna!” (April 5th). 

 
On Easter Sunday, we will not have Sunday School.  Please join us in Children’s Chapel instead as we hear 
the Passion story (April 12th). 

 
On the 2nd Sunday of Easter, we will discover what it means when Jesus says “I am the Resurrection and 
the Life!” (April 19th) 

 
We will spend time in fellowship with our St. Matthew’s family on Sunday April 26th by having breakfast 
in Huffman Hall, beginning at 9:00.  Join us for good food and fun crafts! 

Bring your Easter Egg Baskets: We will have an Easter Egg hunt for toddlers through third graders on 
Easter Sunday at 10:30.  Bring your Easter baskets and gather in the courtyard at 10:30 for 
lemonade and cookies, followed by LOTS of egg hunting and fun!  If you would be willing to 
help with this family friendly event (stuffing eggs ahead of time, serving lemonade and 
cookies, or hiding eggs) please contact Helen Pelkey at 345-8314 x227 or 
helen@stmattsaustin.org.  In case of bad weather, we will gather in Huffman Hall. 

VBS is July 20th through July 24th from 9:30am to 12:30pm!   
The theme is Discovery Canyon and ages 3 through graduating 5th graders are invited to 
attend (childcare for ages 0 to 2 will be provided for children of volunteers).  Each day 
will be filled with games, science experiments, singing, storytelling, and crafts!  We need 
volunteers, young and old to help with decorating the gathering and program areas, pre-
paring snacks, staffing stations, and leading groups from station to station (This is a 
great opportunity for youth to fulfill their service hour requirement!).  Registration 
forms will be e-mailed to all children who are members of St. Matthew’s and who attend 

the day school by April 1st.  If you have grandchildren or other children that want to attend, applications 
can be found on the web at www.stmattsaustin.org or by contacting Helen Pelkey at 345-8314 x227 or 
Helen@stmattsaustin.org. 
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Episcopal Church Women 
Women's Story Circle  
 
 Ann Hart will be our featured speaker at the April Women's Story Circle. Join the women of the church to hear her 
story and share lunch on April 19 immediately following the 10:30 service. 
 Ann Hart is a lifelong Episcopalian, originally from Evanston, Illinois. She met her husband Dave in college and 
they've been married for 28 years. They have three children, John, Michael, and Elizabeth.  John (23) was diagnosed with 
autism when he was 3, so Ann has been an "autism mom" for most of her adult life. Ann plans to tell her story of life in 
both the disability world and the "normal" world and how God has always been present in both.  
 We'll celebrate the fifth anniversary of the Women's Story Circle on May 17 with speaker and mastermind behind 
the program, Leslie Kjellstrand, before taking a break for the summer. 

 
The Women's Story Circle is a monthly luncheon sponsored by the ECW. Childcare is provided if requested. A $5 donation 
for lunch is requested, and RSVP is needed. You can RSVP on the poster in the Commons, by emailing Amanda at amand-
abindel@gmail.com , or leaving her a message at 246-7285. 
 

The Third Monday Book Group will meet on April 20th at 5pm in Huffman Hall Li-
brary.  Please come join our discussion of the book, One Thousand White Women by Jim 
Fergus. Please contact Eby Whatley at ebytexas@yahoo.com or at 996-9700.  Information 
about our group is also on St. Matthew's website at www.stmattsaustin.org .    

Happy Reading! 

  

St. Matthew's Job Support Ministry has been meeting  
since 1982, and provides assistance for those currently seek-
ing employment or considering a change. While not an em-
ployment agency, the team provides guidance on job hunt 
strategies, resumes, referrals to networking and other support 
organizations, and encouragement for what may be a very 
challenging life experience. This ministry welcomes all 
members of the community. 

 With our nation’s economic challenges, many more 
people are facing the difficult challenge of looking for a new 
job.  You may be in that situation yourself or likely know 
someone in your community.  You may also know or even 
be someone who is looking for another opportunity due to 
either frustration or a vision for a change. 

In 1982, out of an effort to help a fellow parishioner, a few 
leaders formed the St. Matthew’s Job Support. It is a minis-
try aimed at helping those seeking new opportunities in their 
work. Many members of this parish have been assisted in 
these past years. 

 We meet every Monday at Noon in Room B14 and 
everyone is welcome. This is a ministry supporting both 
members of St. Matthew’s and the community. We are not a 
placement service, but have helpful tips on job hunting and 
can provide that "start of the week" support that many job 
searches need. 

 A key part of the process is the help that is provided 
from other members of the group. In a friendly, noncompeti-
tive environment each member can share his or her thoughts 
and suggestions for others to consider. 

 The supporters are able to provide suggestions on 
job search strategies, contacts in the Austin area, and refer-
rals to other support and networking organizations. Our goal 
is to provide encouragement along with recommendations 
aimed at securing that next employment opportunity. 

 Independent of the reason for a job search, it usually 
becomes frustrating, tedious, and sometimes worse. Our Job 
Support Group is one ministry aimed at easing some of the 
challenges being faced by job seekers.  

 Bob Ascott is the current leader of this group and 
has been active in this ministry since 1996.  Questions can be 
addressed to: Bob_Ascott@AscottBusinessAdvisors.com or 
(512) 257-9328. 

 So, whether you are in a job search yourself or know 
of someone affected by the job challenges of Austin, suggest 
that they join us on Mondays at noon and participate in one 
of the long-term ministries of St. Matthew’s. 
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Ministry News 
ATTENTION HAMMER AND PAINT BRUSH WIELDERS 

Saturday, April 18 and Sunday, May 3, 2009 

  

The Austin Area Interreligious Ministries is sponsoring Hands on Housing on Saturday, April 18 and 
Sunday, May 3.  If you didn’t get a chance to build with Habitat for Humanity or just want to do 
more, here is the deal.  AAIM knows of many folks who need help repairing their houses.  These are 

usually people who are 70+ and have an income of $10,000 or less.  AAIM provides the materials and we provide the per-
son power.  If you are interested, please contact Susan Robertson at srobertson44@austin.rr.com  or 453-4115.   

Senior Sentences  

by Lucy Boyea, Minister of Senior Activities 

Richard Johnson, Ph.D. of The  Johnson Institute, offers a course on 
The Twelve Keys To Spiritual Vitality: Lessons In Living Agelessly.  
The course covers aging and spirituality: aging with grace, with 
verve, and spiritual  meaning and purpose.  After four years of re-
search, Dr. Johnson has identified twelve keys he believes are the 
foundation principles of aging and spirituality letting us open-up to 
the special grace of our mature years and taste life in abundance.  

 
Following are the keys identified by Dr. Johnson: 

                          Transform your attitude about aging, 

                           Seek love everywhere, 

                           Delight in connectedness, 

                           Live in the "Now," 

                           Accept your true self, 

                           Forgive others and self, 

                           Let go of anger and inner turmoil, 

                           Give yourself to others, 

                           Celebrate your faith, 

                           Discover personal meaning in life, 

                           Make your feelings work for you and 

                           Achieve balance in your life. 

Dr. Johnson believes that these "keys" provide a practical means for 
making the most of the lifelong years, opening to God's grace and 
becoming "Ageless in the Lord’. 

Austin Bella Corda  
Classical Guitar Concert 

Friday, April 24, 7pm 
 

 On April 24, at 7 PM the teenage guitar en-
semble that performed several times during Advent 
“Austin Bella Corda” will give a full concert at St. 
Matt's. This unique group is a collection of amazing 
young guitarists, four of whom have garnered major 
youth competition awards. Led by Director and com-
poser, Kevin Taylor, Founder of the national Child-
bloom® Guitar Program, this concert brings the audi-
ence a melodic and innovative blend of World music 
presented with artistic forms and enjoyable style. 

 Proceeds from this concert will go towards 
buying a water buffalo for “Heifer International.”  
Come enjoy this unique musical experience and con-
tribute to a family's future at the same time. 
www.Heifer.org 

The St. Matt's Mom's Group invites you to join us for Mom's NIGHT Out/Kid’s NIGHT Out on Tuesday April  
14th from 6:00 to 8:00pm!  We will be having dinner and painting pottery in the Youth Center.  We 
hope you can join us for dinner, fellowship, and a little time out from our busy lives.  The kids will be 
served dinner as well and will play games, make crafts, and watch a movie.   
Please RSVP to Anne Webster, with your childcare needs (awebstertx@gmail.com or 343-5583) by 
the Friday prior so that we can get a head count of kids and moms. 

We will resume our Mom’s Lunch Out on Tuesday, April 28 from 11:30 a.m.– 1:00 p.m. in the Youth 
Center. 

Join the St. Matt's Mom's Group Yahoo Group at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/stmattsmomsgroup for event reminders. 
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Theology & You: Tuesday, April 21st from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. 

For those of you who are in their twenties and thirties (or those who wish they still were) come and enjoy a series called 
“Theology and You.” On Tuesday April 21st from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. we will meet to discuss different theological questions 
and concerns pertaining to our age group. Each month a different theologian gives a presentation and then leads a discussion 
(the presenter for this month will be determined at a later date.) The event is held at the North Lamar Central Market where 
you may enjoy many different choices of beverages or food. There will be childcare available for this event in St. Mat-
thew’s nursery Upon Request!  If childcare is requested you can drop off your child beginning at 7:00 pm and pick 
up will be at 9:30pm. If you would like more information about this group or would like to be included on the group e-mail 
list, please contact The Rev. Kevin Schubert by phone (512-345-8314 ext. 232) or through e-mail 
(kevin@stmattsaustin.org).  

 

Sunday Bible Study & Lunch: April 12 & 26   Directly after the 10:30 a.m. service on the second & fourth Sunday’s in 
April the 20’s & 30’s group meets in the Youth Center for a meal and Bible study.  The group gathers to socialize, fill their 
bellies, and learn more about the Bible. The Bible study is a lectionary-based curriculum concentrating on the Gospel read 
in church.  Directly after the 10:30 service, join the group in the youth center main room.  The gathering will conclude 
around 1:00 p.m. Childcare will be provided in the church nursery. If you would like more information about this group or 
would like to be included on the group e-mail list, please contact The Rev. Kevin Schubert by phone (512-345-8314 ext. 
232) or by e-mail (kevin@stmattsaustin.org). 

A Book Suggestion by Jane Bugnand  

 Consider reading Longing for 

Enough in a Culture of More  by  Paul L. 

Escamilla.  In our personal worlds most 

of us live in a world of plenty.  We take 

for granted the many machines and con-

veniences that make our lives comfort-

able and easy and free us from the 

drudgery that could consume our time 

and energy. 

 The author suggests that three ideas encouraged him to 

write  the book: (1) to change the pattern of acquisition  and excess 

in our culture  (2) to urge us to consider the role of “durable 

saints”, those who faithfully do for others as a fulfillment of their 

lives, and (3) that living with “enough”  is a revealing of the divine 

nature 

 The author does not consider the use of modern conven-

iences a wrong, but rather does ask us to look at what we have and 

appreciate “enough” over superabundance. 

 Those among us who were children during the Great De-

pression of l929 recall many household adjustments and also many 

acts of giving to those among us who were in need.  For 

“depression children” those memories are a joyful gift. Perhaps we 

need to look at ourselves at present and ask if we have “enough”. 

Summary of February 2009 
 Vestry Meeting 
Submitted by Pat Yeargain, 
 Junior Warden 

 

 The Vestry met on February 24, 2009. 
Below is a summary of the action items on the 
agenda. A complete copy of the minutes can be 
found on-line after they have been approved. 
Parishioners are always welcome at vestry 
meetings. 

 The Vestry approved a proposal to pro-
vide $1250 as a “bridge loan” to the Communi-
cation Commission for production of a CD of 
the Vivaldi Gloria concert. The CD will be sold 
and after production costs are recouped all pro-
ceeds will go to the Capital Area Food Bank. 
The idea is that St. Matthew’s will offer fine 
music to the community and support a critical 
charity in Austin in these hard times.    

 The Vestry voted to approve a one year 
extension to the 3 year term of Allen Keith as 
Finance Commission member. 

 

 The Vestry voted to authorize the Sen-
ior Warden to enter into a 1 year contract with 
the auditing company of  PMB Helin Donovan, 
LLP, to prepare the yearly audit report.   

20 & 30’s Group 
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Sunday Morning Adult Education in April, 2009 
Classes meet April 5 and April 19 

  

Classes are suspended for Easter Sunday, April 12. All classes for children, youth and adults will meet in Huffman Hall on 
Sunday, April 26, 2009 for an all parish breakfast, sponsored by  

the Environmental Stewardship Committee from 9:00AM – 10:00AM. 

  

Class Name: Rector’s Forum:          Location: Huffman Hall 

April 5: The Passion of Christ – A Discussion of the Last Week of the Life of Jesus 

April 19 – The Resurrection of Jesus - In this class we will read through some of the texts of the 4 gospels and texts from 
Paul to analyze both the similarity and distinctions of the various accounts of the Resurrection of Jesus.  This class will be 
largely lecture format, with periods of table discussion.  Submitted by Merrill Wade. 

  

Class Name: Sunday Morning Bible Discussion           Location: Room B-13 
This class meets for coffee at 9:15, with class beginning at 9:30. Each Sunday morning we gather in April  we will be dis-
cussing the Gospel of John. We will pick a key story or section of the book each week to discuss. Newcomers are always 
welcome and can join the class at any time. Advanced reading is available but not necessary to enjoy the class. Submitted by 
Will Lutz 

  

Class Name: Living What We Believe           Location: B-18 

This Study group, "Living What We Believe" will meet in Room B-18 each Sunday morning at 9:15 to discuss the Gospel 
lesson from that Sunday's lectionary. The discussion is lively and reveals several points of view. After the class at the 
10:30AM service, it is interesting to compare the class discussion and the sermon. Submitted by Paul Williams 

  

Class Name: Sunday Morning Book Group        Location: Wilson Room (B-14) 
Facilitators: Jim and Linda Fryer. Our class continues its focus on the book "The Shack: Where Tragedy Confronts Eter-
nity," a 2007 New York Times best seller by author William P. Young. The book wrestles with the timeless question, 
"Where is God in a world so filled with unspeakable pain?" The same class is offered at 8:15 in the Wilson Room, for the 
benefit of those who are in choir or are teaching children's classes during the adult Sunday School hour (or anyone else who 
would like to attend an early class) Each Sunday is a standalone class, but reading the book will provide the best foundation 
for engagement in discussions. Submitted by the Fryers 

  

Class Name: Discovering Christian Community            Location: B-6 

Led by Jim Byrom and others, the class will discuss the ways that members of the group understand and believe in God. 

 

If you are interested in participating on the Adult Education Council or have any questions, contact The Rev. Merrill Wade, 
Merrill@StMattsAustin.org or 345-8314. 

Club 345 will meet Sunday April 19th from 2 to 3:30pm 
 at Main Event to go bowling!    

 
If you are in 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade, grab a friend and join us for a fun afternoon of bowl-
ing and fellowship!  Look for your evite a week out.  Questions?  Contact Stephanie 
McCollum at 335-7424, Angi Carey at 382-5218 or Helen Pelkey at 345-8314 x227. 
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Financials 

In memory for the Rev. Joe Di Paola by 

 Larry and Nancy Richards 

Marcia and Bob Bailey 

 Lucy Boyea 

 Louise B. Cilley 

 Elaine and Ward Goessling 

 Nancy Boyd 

 Joe Evans 

 Chuck and Carolyn Huffman 

 Dorothy and Fred Hughes 

 Reid and Madelaine Kirchem 

 Margaret and Jim Myers 

 Carol Stolz 

 Babs Clendenin 

 Jim and Linda Fryer 

 Frank and Kathleen Niendorff 

  Samual and Judith Di Paola 

  Jack and Rita Eccles 

 David and Harriet Houston 

 Larry and Debbie Simons 

 Carr and Janie Dishroon 

 Bert and Marjorie Hooper 

            Dyke and Jill Miller 

            Pat and Bob Yeargain 

 

And in memory for Richard Stallsworth by 

 Elaine and Ward Goessling 

 George and Carolyn Meihaus 

 Mary Nell Frucella 

 Barbara and Jim Williams 

 Babs Clendenin 

 Jim and Linda Fryer 

 Kay and Leon Whitney 

 David and Harriet Houston 

 Dyke and Jill Miller 

In memory of Jean Ann Tippett Gairloff by 

Dorothy Pope. 

 Kenneth Williams 

 James and Mary Hooten 

 Women’s Golf Association,  
 Riverplace Country Club 

 David O. Cordell 

In memory of Virginia Ellis 

 Lawrence and Karen Turner 

 Irene Branson 

 Roberta and Vernon Sumner 

In memory of Tracy Lynn Hudson 

            By Linda Allen 

            By Pat Allen Knight 

 

Summary of Operating Revenues & Expenses 
February, 2009 

 

 MTD Actual MTD Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget 
Pledges  $  61,496.90  $  65,000.00  $  210,124.65  $  210,746.00 

Non-Pledge & Cash  $    4,174.46  $    5,698.00  $       8,779.57  $    12,398.00 

Good Faith  $    1,869.67  $    2,500.00  $       6,444.67  $      5,500.00 

Other Income  $    5,680.31  $    4,737.54  $       7,595.81  $    10,127.54 

Total Income  $  73,221.34  $  77,935.54  $  232,944.70  $  238,771.54 

Total Expenses  $  85,225.27  $  95,231.07  $  182,955.00  $  191,061.59 

Income vs. Expenses  $  (12,003.93)  $  (17,295.53)  $    49,989.70  $     47,709.95 

St. Matthew’s gratefully acknowledges gifts to the 
Permanent Endowment Fund to the Glory of God 
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Birthdays 

April  

1 Alan Carson, Cheryl Coldwater, Sophie Gray, 
 Carolyn Huffman,  
2 Will Brown, Warren Davis, Steve Harp, Jim Myers, 
 Chip Webb 
3 Barbara Hilliard, Cornelia LeMond, Michael Novak 
4  Joyce Evans, David Kahlke 

5   Elizabeth Huggins, Clarissa Vazquez 
6 Sandy Brown, Michelle Irving, Missy Ward,  
            Christie Wilcox 
7 Todd Doze, Paul Nieman, Rosemary Sorenson 
8  Timothy Armesto, Glenda Carl, Allen Sikes,  

 Corey Telfer, Ashley Udelhofen 
9 Suzanne Hilsabeck, April Kerwin,  
 Damian Vickers, Garrett Williams 
10 Ron Daniels, Mary McDade, Kathy Morris,  
 Priscilla Murguia, Jim Street 
11  Cole Matkin, Kenny McDade, Kathleen Niendorff 
12   Laurie Brown, Buck Edwards, Maria Luisa McLean, 

 Robert Pelkey, Kristi Robison,  
13 Vicky Ackerman, Geoff Shannon 

14   Morgan Blaker, William Ward 
15   Jim Collins, Carolyn Kidd, John Mashburn,  

      Mike McKinney, Lisa Murphy 

17   Ian Irving, Finley O’Connell, Felicia Robbins 

18  Jack Still, Catherine Wiesehuegel 
19 Keith Miller, Doug Schreffler 

20 Libby O’Connell, Greg Stoll 
23 Martha Mashburn, Brianna Coleman 
24 B. J. Drenkhahn 
25 Bruce Newman 

26   Courtney Farmer 
27   Jack Robertson, Marissa Wasmuth,  

      Brandon Wright, Bob Yeargain 

29   Vicki Blumhagen, Terry Helfrich, Shirley Towry 

30   Corey Crawford, Shannon Eppright, Sallie Whatley 

 

May   
1 Reece Cary 
2  Michele Mann,  Ashley Nicholson, Kathy Wood 
3   Marsha Caven, John Cocke, Nancy Mallory,  

 Mason Pownall,  

4   Dyke Miller, Marty Robbins 

5   Mary Kay Schultz 
6 Melissa Gray, Debbie Marshall,  Betty Mitchell,  
 William Moncure, John Shea, Rebecca Smith 
7 Richie Amato, Megan Bloodworth, Camille Hughes, 
 Julia Hughes 
 
 

Births 

Allister Sydney Bagshaw was born March 3, 2009 to Jason and Alexis Bagshaw 

Layton Shad Garrett born March 25, son of Camilla and Aaron Garrett, grandson of Kathy Morris 

Deaths 

Lindsey Claire Harvey Shahan died March 6, 2009, daughter of Lilas and John Harvey. 

Tom Gunderson died March 11, 2009, father of Eby Whatley 

St. Matthew’s gratefully acknowledges a designated memorial gift to the Youth Fund to the Glory of God and 

In memory of Lindsay Harvey Shahan 

            By Mary Nell Frucella 

 By Bert and Marjorie Hooper 

St. Matthew’s gratefully acknowledges designated memorial gifts to the Flower Fund to the Glory of God and 

In memory of Arlene Taylor  

By David and Harriet Houston. 
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
8134 Mesa Dr. 

Austin, TX 78759 
Website: www.StMattsAustin.Org 

E-mail: Office@StMattsAustin.Org 
Phone: 512-345-8314, Fax: 512-346-2085 

Non-Profit Organization 
U. S. Postage Paid 

Austin, Texas 
Permit #1832 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

To know Christ, grow in Christ 
 and share Christ’s Love 

If we can assist you in any way,  
please contact the Church Office. 

Rector: The Rev. Merrill Wade 

Associate Rector: The Rev. Susan J. Barnes 

Rector Emeritus: The Rev. Charles Huffman 

Curate: The Rev. Kevin L. J. Schubert 

Assisting Clergy: The Rev. Jerry Chapman,  

The Rev. Jim Williams  

Music Director/ Organist: Ms. Jean Farris Fuller 

Choral Director: Ms. Annie Byrom Payton 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Helen Pelkey 

Senior Activity Center: Lucy Boyea 

Business Manager: Dave Bowman 

Bookkeeper: Louise Pettigrew 

Administrative Assistant: Barbara Haynes 

Sexton: Jose Prado 

 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church    

8134 Mesa Drive   Austin, TX 78759 

Telephone (512) 345-8314   FAX (512) 346-2085 

www.StMattsAustin.Org 

• Worship Services  
• Sunday 

• 8:00 a.m.– Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:15 a.m.- Sunday School and Adult Education 

• 10:30 a.m.-Holy Eucharist Rite II with Choir 

• 5:15 p.m.-Contemplative Service 

• Wednesday–  
• 7:00 a.m.-Holy Eucharist Rite II 

• 12:00 Noon– Holy Eucharist Rite II with Healing 

• 6:00 p.m.-Evening Prayer Daily  
in the Cauley Bell Tower Chapel 

 

 

 

 

 


