
The Readings for St. Matthew’s Day, September 28, 2008

50th Anniversary, 10:30 Service

The Collect

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your
grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson I Kings 8: 22-23, 27b-30

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out
his hands to heaven. He said, ‘O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth
beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before you with all their heart,  ‘But
will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, much less this
house that I have built! Have regard to your servant’s prayer and his plea, O LORD my God, heeding the cry
and the prayer that your servant prays to you today; that your eyes may be open night and day towards this
house, the place of which you said, “My name shall be there”, that you may heed the prayer that your servant
prays towards this place. Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray towards this
place; O hear in heaven your dwelling-place; heed and forgive.

The Psalm Psalm 84
Please read responsively by half verse

1      How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2      The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.

3      Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.

4      Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.

5      Those who go through the desolate valley will find
it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

6      They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

7      Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.

8      Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.



9      For one day in your courts is better than
a thousand in my own room, *
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

10      For the Lord God is both sun and shield; *
he will give grace and glory;

11      No good thing will the Lord withhold *
from those who walk with integrity.

12      O Lord of hosts, *
happy are they who put their trust in you!

The Second Lesson I Corinthians 13

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I
hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient; love is kind; love
is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.  Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but
when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought
like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have
been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

The Gospel Matthew 21: 10-14

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying,
‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’  Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who
were selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of
those who sold doves. He said to them, ‘It is written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer”; but you are
making it a den of robbers.’  The blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he cured them.
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